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Rector

Senior Secretary to the Government

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Ministry of Public Administration (MoPA)

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Message

It is my immense pleasure to hear that the participants of the 89" Senior Staff
Course (SSC) are going to publish a souvenir titled 'THE BRIDGE’, really an
appreciable attempt and a big endeavor to frame up their sweet memories at
Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre. | am sure that this souvenir will
certainly help them to trace back their short, strenuous yet eventful, colorful and
joyful stay at their second home. On this intimate platform they can express their
thoughts and personal feelings in a more refined manner. | would like to express
my warm compliments to all concerned for this inspiring effort.

In the fast changing complex world, | am confident that the Civil Servants after the
89" SSC would be able to play a pivotal role for the socio-economic development
with their patriotism, sincerity, enthusiasm, dedication and objective outlook. So,
Senior Staff Course should be considered as a very prestigious course. Efforts
have been taken to bring top national experts to teach and interact on various
policy issues, procedures and topics of national importance. The course provides
an excellent opportunity to share valuable experiences of the policy level resource
persons and view problems from different perspectives. | am sure that the partici-
pants have been successful to exploit the given opportunity at the highest of their
ability and attained the slogan under the tagline - “Improve the quality and
enhance the productivity” in the public service delivery system.

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to those who have made
their valuable contributions in writing, editing and evaluating the souvenir. Any job
is challenging but creative, too. | believe that they are now more equipped to serve
the people efficiently and effectively using their newly acquired knowledge, and
skills and thus contribute to the fullest in achieving the targets of Vision 2021 &
2041 as well as SDGs to make happy and prosperous Shonar Bangla as dreamt by
the Father of the Nation, Banga Bondhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Finally, | wish them all the best and a great success in the days to come.

Dr. MASLAM ALAM



Course Director

89" Senijor Staff Course

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Savar, Dhaka

Message

It is my great pleasure as a Course Director of 89 Senior Staff Course (SSC) to
hear that the participants of the course are going to publish a souvenir
"THE BRIDGE" to cherish their sweet memory of the 55 days stay at BPATC.

The Course, which commenced on 5 May, 2019 with the participation of 23 Joint
Secretaries to the Government and a Colonel from Bangladesh Army, a Captain
from Bangladesh Navy and a Group Captain from Bangladesh Air force. As a core
course, it focused on Public Policy Management, Social Research and Policy,
Public Management Governance, Diplomacy and Negotiation Techniques,
Sustainable Development, Project and Procurement Management, Information
and Communication Technology (ICT), e-Governance and important
contemporary issues like SDG, Public Private Partnership, Innovation, etc. Apart
from these, the participants also took part in sports and extra-curricular activities.

I am confident that these activities would develop the mentality of the
Government officials to come forward with a self-motivated way to ensure
efficiency and effectiveness in public service delivery and in establishing Good
Governance in the country.

| firmly believe that these trained officials would be more capable to promote and
foster innovation and best practices at their respective work places and public
sector. | appreciate their devoted effort, creative thinking and sincere commitment
to make this course meaningful in all respects.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to those who
have made their valuable contribution in writing, editing and evaluating ‘THE
BRIDGE'. | sincerely hope that the souvenir will be useful to those for whom it has
been prepared. | also wish the participants of this course great success in their
future professional endeavors and personal life.

Md. Nasir Uddin Ahmed



President

Souvenir Committee
89t Senior Staff Course
’ Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
- Savar, Dhaka

Message

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the excellent Course
Management Team (CMT) for their support to prepare the souvenir ‘THE BRIDGE'.
| am also grateful to the participants, officials, mess committee and
advertisement collectors for their financial help and who have made their valuable
contributions in writing, editing and evaluating the souvenir.

Contextually mentioned that we are living in the ICT, globalization and market
economy and scientific inventions and technological innovation. Senior Staff
Course (SSC) is a very prestigious course which will help the participants to ensure
efficiency and effectiveness in public service delivery and in establishing Good
Governance in the country. Roaming-around-the-world feeling, in the classroom
and beyond the classroom, has elevated the level of our understanding in many
ways. During our stay here in the midst of true color of nature, we have discovered
ourselves in new shapes. Physical exercise and games took a good care of our
physical as well as mental well-being. We believe 'THE BRIDGE' will remain as a
source of reminiscence to us all.

| feel proud, on behalf of the participants of 89th Senior Staff Course, to offer our
heartfelt felicitations to the BPATC Authority for its pioneering role to make the

nation's dream a reality.

Md. Abdul Mannan



Member Secretary

Souvenir Committee

89t Senior Staff Course

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Savar, Dhaka

Notes from Member Secretary

| express my sincere appreciation to the Hon’ble Rector Dr. M. Aslam Alam for all out
erudite guidance and support during the course and helping prepare the Souvenir
“THE BRIDGE"” and grateful to Course Director Md. Nasir Uddin Ahmed, MDS (M & D)
and Course Coordinators Md. Moshiur Rahman and Abdullah Al Mamun for their
valuable suggestions. | am indebted to the Souvenir Committee for their editing, the
President Mess Committee for financial help and two of my senior participants for
assisting collection of advertisements.

Economic, social, demographic and technological forces and dramatically altering
relationships among nation as well as the nature of politics, public policies, adminis-
tration and institutional relations within nation states. In this backdrop, the World has
witnessed a gradual transformation among many nation states from hostility to
co-operation, from control to interdependence and from national concern to global
concern. So, we must go forward with vision and action.

| feel proud to offer my respect to the Father of the Nation, pay homage to 30 lac
martyrs, 2 lac women for their great sacrifices and all the Freedom Fighters who
bravely liberated the nation of Bangladesh. Contextually mentioned that embracing
Bango Bondhu at the Non-Aligned summit in Algeria in 1973, Fidel Castro remarked:
| have not seen the Himalayas. But | have seen SK Mujib . In personality and in cour-
age, this man is the Himalayas. | have thus had the experience of witnessing the
Himalayas”.

Bangladesh is a land of 87 thousand villages of which near about 70% people live in
rural area. In the world map Bangladesh has a tiny existence but in respect of
population the country is in the front line. We are in the vicinity of 8% growth now,
precisely a little short of 8% and we hope that we can reach 9-10% in a sustainably
way. The country will reach the target by further reducing poverty and addressing
inequality through utilizing its large human labor force. We would like to thank
Hon’ble Prime Minister for building up digital Bangladesh and being awarded a
number of UN and International prizes. Contextually mentioned that a lot of things
under the astute leadership of Sk. Hasina have been achieved, a lot more things need
to be done.

Dr. Md. Aminur Rahaman



Course Management

Dr. M ASLAM ALAM
Rector & Course Advisor
89t SSC

Md. Nasir Uddin Ahmed
Course Director

|
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Mohammad Moshiour Rahman Abdullah Al Mamun
Course Coordinator

Course Coordinator
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Designation

Official Address

Present Address

Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group

Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Mohammad Yeassin

1D . 5770
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 11®

: Director (Joint Secretary)

: Bangladesh Investment Development Authority(BIDA),

CGO Building No:1, Agrabad, Chattogram

- Bangladesh Investment Development Authority(BIDA),

CGO Building No:1, Agrabad, Chattogram

- Ratanpur, Dhalghat, Patiya, Chattogram.
3 21.05.1963

. Qe

1 01720-624075  Office: 031-2520608

: myeassin@gmail.com

. facebook.com/myeassin

Excellent management by the CMT. Senior and knowledgeable
Guest Speakers enrich the classes. Faculty members are also
hard working and dedicated.




Name : Dr Md. Aminur Rahaman
1D : 6301

Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch : 15"
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Ministry of Agriculture, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka
Present Address : 43, New Eskaton, Flat#D-1, Dhaka-1000

Permanent Address  : Mohanag, Kashiani, Gopalgonj

Date of Birth : 21.01.1968

Blood Group D AN

Contact Number : 01713450133 Office: 9540067 Home: 8331150
E-mail Address : aminur6301@yahoo.com

Facebook Account : Dr. Aminur Rahaman

Feelings on Training : Excellent Relationship, Official Harmony and Knowladge
is Power.
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Name : Md. Abdul Mannan

ID : 5817

Cadre : Admin

Batch : 11"
Designation : Director (P) Joint secretary BSCIC
Official Address : 137-138 motijheel C/A, BSCIC, Dhaka
Present Address : 131 Indira Road, Dhaka

Permanent Address : callege Road, panchagarh.

Date of Birth 1 26.02.1964

Blood Group ¢ B

Contact Number : 9553466 Office: Home: 01710867525
E-mail Address : dsabdulmannan@gmail.com

Facebook Account : Md Abdul Mannan

Feelings on Training : Excellent & Mixed.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

: 01926213579

Magqsura Noor

1D 5838
Cadre Administration
Batch 11t

: Joint Secretary

: Financial Institution Division, Ministry of finance

: 10/19 Prioprangon, 3/1 Shegun Bagicha, Ramna, Dhaka
: Bashudevpur, Chinirbandar, Dinajpur

: 01.01.1967

- ofve

Office: 9576012 Home: 8392285

: nmagsura@gmail.com

: Magqsura Noor

Course will help us to be a more responsible officer,

more knowlagable officer.



Designation

Official Address

Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Farid Ahmed

ID : 5682
Cadre : BCS (Admin)
Batch : 11"

: Director General ().S)

: Department of military lands & cantonments

Dhaka cantonment

: House-68/A, Road-6, Dhaka cantonment

: Charahmedpur, Narendrapur, Monohardi, Narsingdi

: 01.01.1996

: AB*e

: 01711571538  Office: 8713656 Home: 8711023
: faridahmed61@yahoo.com

: farid ahmed

This course will enhance our confidence in discharging our
duties at policy level.




Name : Khan Md. Nurul Amin
1D : 6283

Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch 3 15®BCS

Designation : Director (joint Secretary)

Official Address : Directorate of Primary Education

Mirpur-2, Dhaka
Present Address : 750, Ibrahimpur, Kafrul, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka-1206

Permanent Address : Nowakhola, Jhawdanga, Lohagara, Narail

Date of Birth : 01.12.1964

Blood Group 1A

Contact Number : 01712680020

E-mail Address : naminkhan15@gmail.com

Facebook Account : khan Md. Nurul Amin

Feelings on Training : Scope to compare and a platform of knowledge sharing.
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Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Sved Emamul Hossain

1D . 7607
Cadre : Health
Batch : 13"

: Chief Consultant

: Chief Consultant, Central Drug Addiction Treament Center

: 441, Tegjeon Industrial Area, Department of Narcotics Control, MOHA
: Kajipara, Fulhari, Sailkupa, Jhenidah

: 11.08.1963

:A+ve
: 01712861745  Office: 8870620 Home: 55165105

: emamk40@gmail.com

BPATC: State of the art training institute. Staffs are well mannered,
participants are good, and enlightened Friends. Guest speakers are
eminent in respective field. Course curriculam is well update.

We have passsed very sweat time in BPACT.




Name : Md. Elias Bhuiya

1D . 5237
Cadre : BCS (Admin)
Batch : 1986
Designation . Joint Secretary
Official Address : Director (Admin), Press institute Bangladesh,

3 ciruit house road Dhaka
Present Address : Room no-3, VIP circuit house, Baily road, Dhaka
Permanent Address : West Paikpara(Haji Manijil), Brahmanbaria Sadar

Brahmanbaria

Date of Birth : 06.09.1964

Blood Group 6

Contact Number : 01558313501  Office: 02-58311224 Home: 02-9340757
E-mail Address : eliasbhuiya09@yahoo.com

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training : This training reminds that we are not runup at this age of

service, rather we are grown a new to contribute to the nation.




Designation

Official Address

Present Address

Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Md. Shah Alam

1D . 5846
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 11"

: Director General

- Director General, National Academy for Primary Education.

(NAPE), Mymensing

: DG Banglo, NAPE Campus, Mymensingh

: Sardar Para, Kurigram municipality, Kurigram

1 31.12.1964

. e

: 01730440130  Office: (091)66305  Home: (091)66306
: shahalam5846@gmail.com

: Shah Alam

: A lot of things to be learned.




Name : Md. Waliullah Mia

ID 297

Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch : 13"
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Economic Relations Division, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Present Address : Diamond lodge, Flat-4A, Plot-47, Road-7, Sectior-12A, Mirpur, Dhaka1216

Permanent Address : Ramchandrawpur, Lakshmanpur, Sharsha, Jashore

Date of Birth : 28.07.1964

Blood Group B

Contact Number : 01716-185859  Office: 9112083 Home: 9002817
E-mail Address : md.waliullah62@yahoo.com

Facebook Account : www.facebook.com/waliullah mia

Feelings on Training : We are spending a very nice and quality time together. We will
not forget each other rather be remembering with due honour
for the days to come This is the beginning not the end of our
relationship.




Name : Coutom Kumar

ID : 5857

Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch : 11"
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Medical Education and family welfare Div, Ministy of Health.
Present Address : Royal Valley, 164 West Arjotpara, Dhaka

Permanent Address : Dhunat Sarkar Para, Dhunat, Dhaka

Date of Birth : 20.07.1964

Blood Group 1 One

Contact Number : 01711317136 Office: 9567252 Home: 9105464
E-mail Address : goutom5857@gmail.com

Facebook Account : goutom.kumar.940

Feelings on Training : “BPATC daily life is very much matching with my own life

sytle.Course Curriculum is unique to develop myself.”




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Md. Saiful Hassan Badal

1D i BIET
Cadre : BCS (Admin)
Batch : 11t

: Joint Secretary

: Ministry of shipping

. Star Residence, 3/13-A, Lalmatia, Flat-A/5, Block-B, Dhaka

: TB Clinie Road, Madaripur Sadar, Madaripur

: 15.02.1964

. Avve

: 01711440720  Office: 02-951885 Home: 02-55008322
: saifulbdal11@gmail.com

: badalsaifulhassan@gmail.com

This course will help us to be a ‘change maker’ to
“Change Bangladesh”




Designation

Official Address

Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Md. Abul Bashar

1D 1 7577
Cadre : Agriculture
Batch : 15"

: Director General

: PPP Authority, Prime Minister’s office,

NGO Bhaban, Agargoan, Dhaka-1207

: 67/3 Boro Bugh, Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216

: Jaluly Bazar, Moheshpur, Jhenaidah

1 24.02.1966

. Otve

: 01552-382306  Office: 55007416 Home: 9012188
: abulbasar99@gmail.com

: Md abul bashar

: Very good, passing time with our very valuable senior

officers. Which is enjoying comfort.




Name : Rashida Ferdouse, ndc

ID S 8757
Cadre : BCS (Admin)
Batch : 11"
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Ministry of Textile & Jute
Present Address : 2/502 Nam Garden Govt. Officers Quarter

Mirpur-13, Dhaka-1216

Permanent Address : Malipara, Sharishaloari, Jamalpur

Date of Birth : 15.January

Blood Group : Bre

Contact Number : 01715029471 Office: 9545052 Home: 9017016
E-mail Address : rashida_5757@yahoo.com

Facebook Account : Rashida Ferdouse

Feelings on Training : Know thy self.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Md. Shahabuddin Khan

1D : 6060
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 13®

: Joint Secretary

: President’s office, bangabhaban, Dhaka

: Flat-A6, Dom inno reliveo, 28 Indira Road, Framgate, Dhaka
: Boya, Rajabari, Nesarabad, Pirojpur

: 04.06.1963

. O

: 01820533860  Office: 02-9567092 Home: 02-9131030
: shahab1907@gmail.com

: Shshabiddin khan

: very good.




Name : Md. Abdur Razzaque

ID : 7634

Cadre : Telecom

Batch : 9"
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Member, National Skill Development Authority, Tejgaon, Dhaka
Present Address : 17, New Baily Road, Dhaka

Permanent Address : Ghati Subhogacha, Subhogacha, Kazipur, Sirajganj

Date of Birth : 01.08.1965

Blood Group 5 B

Contact Number : 01550151166  Office: 8891093 Home: 41030038
E-mail Address : marazzak1965@yahoo.com

Facebook Account : Abdur Razzaque

Feelings on Training : Good impression about the course. It is an opportunity to
consolidate bonding between Course mate.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address

Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Saima Yunus

1D : 6349
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 15%

. joint secretary
: Ministrry of Cultural Affairs, Bangladesh Secretariat
: 451, Boro Mogbazar, Dhaka

: North Halisohor, Housing estate, Halisohor, Chattrogram.
: 3"January.

. Qe

: 01711405364  Office: 9515518 Home: 48322852
: Yunus_saima@yahoo.com

: Saima yunus

Well organized training program. Enrich us with lattest
knowladge.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address

Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Mohammed Zaker Hossain

1D : 5432
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 9"

. Joint Secretary

: Joint Secretary, Ministry of Industrics.

: 36/B New Eskaton, Dhaka

: Matarbari, Maheshkhali, Cox’s Bazar

: October.1964

2 Ok

: 01984847276  Office: 02-9567370 Home: 01984847276
: zakerh364@gmail.com

. zaker.hossain.794@facebook.com

“Nice and friendly”




Designation

Official Address

Present Address

Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : Md. Moazzem Hossain
ID

Cadre

Batch

: Captain Bangladesh Navy

: Directorate of Naval Supply and Transport,

Naval Headquarters, Banani, Dhaka

. Quarter no-D43/110, Naval Headquarters Complex,

Banani, Dhaka

: Azimnagar, Ibrahimpur, Harirampur, Manikganj

1 Bue
: 01769760804  Office: Home:
: moazzem804@yahoo.com

: moazzem804

Very professional course with rich content. Going through this
course is like travelling accross the ocean of knowladge.

The course provided unique opportunity to interact with a group
of high level professionals and policy makers of the Government.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Md. Mamunoor Rashid Chowdhury
ID : BA 4374

Cadre : Bangladesh Army

Batch : 26" BMA L/C

: Colonel

: PA Directorate, Army Headquarters

: Bivabori 5/C, Nirjhar Residential Area, Dhaka Cantonment

: Vill: Mohiskhundi, Thana: Mohonpur, Dist: Rajshahi

: 01/06/1972

. A

: 01916820243 Office: 02 9832460 Home: 02 9832460
: mamun4374@yahoo.com

: Mamun Chowdhury

: Great opportunity to be knowledgeable on Govt’s high level

policies and strategies.




Designation

Official Address

Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Khorsheda Yasmeen

ID : 6080
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 13®

: Joint Secretary

: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka

: Kakoli-2, Eskaton Garden Govt. Officers’ Qtr, Dhaka

: Road # 7, House # 4, Nikunja-2 Residential Area, Dhaka

: 28 June

. Brve

: 01715615168  Office: 9570017 Home: 41030069
: yasmeenk16@gmail.com

: Khorsheda Yasmeen

: The Content of this course is very useful and applicable for my work.

I have found it as an enjoyable and creative learning platform.




Md. Zahurul Haque

5931

BCS (Administration)

134
Designation : Joint Secretary
Official Address : Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka
Present Address p : Elysium officers Building, 11 Hatkhola Road, Dhaka 1203
Permanent Address : Vill: Ghoshpur, PO: Himayetpur, Upazila & Dist: Pabna
Date of Birth : 12 February 1965
Blood Group : AB*ve
Contact Number : 01715214291 Office: 9566642 Home: 9592216
E-mail Address : zahurul.adc@gmail.com

Facebook Account : Zahurul Haque

Feelings on Training : Course Management true- hearted, frank and cordial.




Designation

Official Address

Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

Name : A.T.M Kamrul Islam Tang

1D : 5954
Cadre : BCS (Administration)
Batch : 13"

: Joint Secretary

- Director (Planning & Development) Department of

Disaster and Management

: House: 08, Road: 10, Sector: 01, Uttara, Dhaka

. Vill: Kandulia, PO: Kajla, PS: Purbadhala, Dist: Netrokona

: O+v(‘
: 01711982363  Office: 02 9858755 Home: 02 48950552
: kamrulislamtang@gmail.com

: ATM Kamrul Islam Tang

Good, so effective, Fruitfull Interactive.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Md. Nasirul Islam
BD/8479

Defence SVC

28" ground Branch

: Group Captain

: Officer Commanding , BAF Record Office Dhaka Cant, Dhaka

: 503 Chandrica Tower, BAF Officer Quaters, Dhaka cantt, Dhaka-1206
: Bahirchar, Bharamara, Kushtia

: 11.04.1968

. Avve

: 01715009799  Office: 55063540 Home: 55064540

: islammdnasirrul8479@gmail.com

: MD NASIRUL ISLAM

: This Course is very efffective for the Joint Secretary Level

Gouvt. officials providing the opportunity to discuss different
development Strategy and Policy. It is also a good platform of
Civil Military relation building.




Designation
Official Address

Present Address

Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training

Name : Md. Farukuzzaman

1D 1 57271
Cadre : BCS (Adminstration)
Batch : 11®

: Joint Secretary
: Ministry of Railways, Rail Bhabon, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka 1205

: 1/25-26, New Gazetted Officers Quarter

New Bally Road, Ramna, Dhaka

: Vill: Uchail, Upazila: Habigonj Sadar, Dist: Habigonj

: 01.01.1964

. Oe

: 01714453483  Office: 02-9515705 Home: 02 5384659

: faruk_zaman2002@yahoo.com

: Course management is very sincere and cordial. Accommodation

for residence may be improved.




Designation
Official Address
Present Address
Permanent Address
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Contact Number
E-mail Address
Facebook Account

Feelings on Training :

: 01711200226

Name Md. Igbal Hussan
ID 5930

Cadre BCS (Administration)
Batch 13

: Joint Secretary

: Ministry of Women and Children Affairs (WOWCA)

: Hasnabad Housing, South Keraniganj, Dhaka

: Vill: Perkoramara, PO: Kafurpura, Upazila+Dist: Bagerhat
1 31.12.1966

. O+ve

Office: Home: 01833200226

: igbal.hussain30@gmail.com

: Igbal Hussain

Classes are boring, but friendship will last long.
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Bangladesh-China relations have
transformed into a strategic partnership

Dr. Mohammad Tarikul Islam

and Research consultant of the 89" SSC

Diplomatic relations between Bangladesh and China were established in 1976,
five years after Bangladesh’s independence. Consolidation and enhancement
of China-Bangladesh friendship and cooperation serve the fundamental
interests of both countries, meet common aspirations of their people and are
conducive to peace and development in the region and the world. This is why
both decided to establish a "Closer Comprehensive Partnership of Coopera-
tion" from the strategic perspective, on the basis of principles of friendship,
equality and mutual benefit.

Both nations exchange high-level visits and contacts and are intensifying
exchanges between government agencies, patliaments, political parties, armed
forces, and non-governmental groups. They promote communication and
cooperation at the local government level and enhance bilateral cooperation
mechanisms, including diplomatic consultations, joint economic and trade
committees and joint agriculture committees.

To bridge the massive trade gap between them, China has not only provided
economic aid to Bangladesh but also signed the Asia Pacific Trade Agreement
(APTA) to remove tariff barriers from commodities imported from
Bangladesh. Bilateral trade amounted to US $ 7 billion in 2010. China has
offered to develop natural gas resources and nuclear power plants in
Bangladesh, to meet its growing energy requirements. The landlocked Yunnan
province of China has sought economic cooperation with Bangladesh to help
gain access to the Bay of Bengal. Bangladesh too, has offered to set up a
Special Economic Zone for China.

The Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation and a framework
agreement on a concessional loan provided by China to Bangladesh are two
significant treaties signed between the two nations. Connectivity is essential to
enhance mutual cooperation. In this regard, China and Bangladesh have been
negotiating and have decided to build a 900 km highway project to connect
Chittagong and Kunming through Myanmar. This highway would give
Bangladesh entry into the Mckong sub-region, which already includes China,
accelerate trade and facilitate people-to-people contact.
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This would not only overcome the long sea passage, from the east coast of
China through Singapore (for trans-shipment) to Bangladesh, but would also
lower transport costs and add to the economy of Yunnan province. This also
fits well with their joint initiative of improving Chittagong port infrastructure
for dual use, for merchant vessels and also for the navies of both countries.
Bangladesh’s ‘Look East’” policy is essentially designed to lessen its dependence
on India and open up new avenues of cooperation with China and South-East
Asia. However, in the process of ensuring this, Bangladesh’s dependence on
China has gradually increased, thereby giving Beijing greater leverage in
bilateral ties.

Under the framework of the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA), China
removed tariff barriers on 84 types of commodities imported from
Bangladesh, including jute and textiles (chief exports of Bangladesh).
Bangladesh—China—India—Myanmar Forum for regional cooperation (BCIM)
is a sub-regional entity of Asian nations aiming for greater integration of trade
and investment between them. From the early 1980s, the Bangladesh Army
has been equipped with Chinese tanks, its navy has Chinese frigates and
missile boats and the Bangladesh Air Force flies Chinese fighter jets. In 2002,
China and Bangladesh signed a "Defence Cooperation Agreement”.

The geographic area encompassing South Asia and its contiguous maritime
spaces are of growing strategic importance to China, reflected in its web of
partnerships and coalitions with regional states. The dynamics of these
relationships appear on the surface to be based on interdependence, but are
actually driven by long-term political, economic and strategic interests.
Bangladesh is an important player among South Asian states for China’s politi-
cal-military realism. Such strategic partnership with Dhaka provides Beijing
with added leverage to check Indian forces. This is evident from the regular
political exchanges and enhanced military cooperation between the two coun-
tries. The Bangladesh Prime Minister has adopted a diplomatic outlook in line
with the guiding principle of the country’s Constitution, “Friendship towards
all, malice toward none.”” However, in trying to ensure this, Bangladesh’s
dependence on China has increased. Both nations have pledged to cooperate
more closely, ensuring long term friendship, equality and mutual benefit to
sustain their “time tested all- weather friendship”.

Sino-Bangladesh relations are not only a matter of closer, comprehensive
cooperation, but a dynamic process which has metamorphosed from econom-
ic partnership into the realm of strategic partnership. Clearly Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is now trying to capitalize on the geopolitical advantage that




Bangladesh enjoys as a country which overlooks the strategically important sea
lanes of the Indian Ocean linking China with the Persian Gulf, which have a
role in securing energy supplies for Beijing. Such an approach speaks of her
vision to move ahead with an essentially ‘win-win’ situation, by leaving behind
China’s hostile attitude during Bangladesh’s liberation war in 1971.

As Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will visit China in early July 2019 to talk
about repatriation of Rohingya refugees who fled to Bangladesh from Myan-
mar’s Rakhine state in the face of ethnic cleansing there, I will give shed light
on this emerging issue to harness importance for arriving at amicable solution.
Bangladesh is making every effort in a professional fashion to harness regional
and global power to end in amicable solution of this emerging crisis despite
the position of China and India on the side of Myanmar on Rohingya issue.
We have noticed both countries are having huge strategic and economic
interest in Myanmar. Even Russia seems like compassionate to Myanmar on
this issue. Bangladesh government has been experienced over the months
while unveiling their diplomatic efforts in persuading Myanmar to repatriate
the refugees. Though Myanmar holds no major importance in Russian policy
— no geopolitical interests are at stake there, while Moscow’s attitude to the
issue in the UN could potentially to upset its Muslim allies, for instance Iran.

Fven Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in April 2018 sought affirmative role of
China, Russia, India and Japan in resolving the Rohingya crisis. As Bangladesh
and China have continued to consolidate their economic and trade relations as
well as have built 2 comprehensive institutional framework to promote bilater-
al cooperation over the decades, China must come forward to join hands with
Bangladesh government for swift repatriation of Rohingya refugees. Let’s
hope for positive outcome of our Prime Minister’s visit in this regard.

About the Author

Dr. Mohammad Tarikul Islam is an Assistant Professor of Government and Politics at
Jahangirnagar University in Bangladesh and Visiting Research Fellow (Trinity Term-2018),
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