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Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
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Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
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Rector
Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Dhaka, Bangladesh

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the participants of the 109™ Senior
Staff Course of BPATC will publish a souvenir highlighting the memories,
events, and experiences they had gone through during their golden six-week
stay at BPATC. A promising group of 20 participants, composed of officials
from both Bangladesh Civil Service and Bangladesh Armed Forces, have
expanded their horizon of knowledge from not only participating the
classroom sessions, exercises and group works but also visiting several mega
development projects and important institutions.

Considering the participants’ roles and responsibilities as policy makers for
the nation, the whole course has been designed and structured to enhance
their expertise in effectively formulating and implementing public policies,
while adeptly managing both national and global issues in the professional
manner par excellence. | hope and strongly believe that this course will equip
the participants with a deep sense of integrity and patriotism which will
enable them to earnestly contribute towards the realization of the visionary
aspirations of the Father of the Nation, in building a prosperous, climate
resilient Smart Bangladesh.

| extend my warm greetings and convey my best wishes to the participants,
including the course management team, for their effective cooperation to
make this course a successful one. | would love to convey special thanks to
the Souvenir Committee, the advertisers, and other individuals involved in this
publication.

Again, my warmest congratulations to the participants for the successful
completion of the course. | wish them all the best in their future endeavors.

Joy Bangla.

Md. Ashraf Uddin




Course Director

109t Senior Staff Course

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Dhaka, Bangladesh

| extend warm welcome and express my sincere appreciation for the
publication of a commemorative souvenir by the participants of the 109th
Senior Staff Course at the Bangladesh Public Service Administration Centre
(BPATC). As the course director, it brings me great joy to witness the tangible
presence of this souvenir in the hands of its readers.

In the current era of globalization characterized by the increasing utilization
of networked governance and artificial intelligence, civil servants are required
to possess a comprehensive skill mix encompassing transformative
leadership, knowledge, skills and a positive mindset. The curriculum of the
Senior Staff Course has been meticulously designed to meet the
contemporary needs of Bangladesh. Officials trained with this curriculum
may further contribute towards the realization of the visionary goal set under
the leadership of the Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, aiming to
establish a developed nation by 2041.

The participants of this course encompass a diverse group of senior
policymakers and Defence bureaucrats who play an integral role in the
nation-building process and the provision of services to the public. Working
alongside these talented individuals has been an immense pleasure for me as
| have observed their visionary leadership, profound knowledge, exceptional
skills, and unwavering commitment to tackling challenges head-on.

Once again, | extend my heartfelt congratulations to all participants of this
course for their successful completion of the training program, and |
wholeheartedly wish them continued success and satisfaction in both their
professional and personal endeavors.

~

Md. Shaheenur Rahman




President

Souvenir Committee

109" Senior Staff Course

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Esteemed Readers,

I am delighted to extend my warm greetings to the participants of the 109th Senior
Staff Course at the Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre, a house par
excellence, with a serene background, nestled in a lush green, tulip adorned, and
flower-studded landscape that creates a perfect backdrop of learning.

The Senior Staff Course holds immense significance as it is specifically designed for
the policy makers of the government. Throughout the course, we delved into a wide
range of crucial issues that would help to shape our nation’s policies. Our lecture and
discussion sessions encompass the spirit of liberation war, health and living,
macroeconomic issues, LDC graduation, Bangladesh's growth trajectory, social
issues, climate change aspects, SDGs, and policy making and evaluation. The course
also allowed the participants to interact with senior and former policymakers,
independent thinkers, and subject experts, let alone interactions among themselves.

While our primary focus was on academic pursuits, we also recognized the
importance of fostering camaraderie and relaxation through participating in
games and sports, recreational and cultural activities. The course rejuvenated our
mind and body and fostered long-lasting friendships.

The participants express utmost gratitude to the esteemed Course Advisor, Mr.
Md.Ashraf Uddin, the Rector of BPATC and Secretory to the Government of
Bangladesh for his cordial support to all our endeavors. We are grateful to the
course management team (CMT) and the supporting staff for their unwavering
dedication and tireless efforts in creating a conducive learning environment.

In conclusion, | convey my gratitude and sincere appreciations to fellow participants
for their commitment to celebrate excellence, as Paulo Coelho puts it context “..when
we strive to become better than we are, everything around us becomes better, too.”

Joy Bangla.

Md Abdus Samad Al Azad




Course Management Team

Md. Ashraf Uddin
Rector

Md. Shaheenur Rahman
Course Director
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Abu Naser Mohammad Afia Rahman Mukta
Sajidul Ahsan Course Coordinator

Course Coordinator

Classroom Attendant

Md. Sirajul Islam Kaushik
Mobile: 01726135066
E-mail: sirajk2021@gmail.com




Souvenir & ITC Committee

Md Abdus Samad Al Azad
President

Arif Ahmed
Member

Shah Mohammad Mahboob
Member

Md. Khorshed Alam
Member

Md. Anowarul Islam
Member

Syeda Amina Fahmeen
Member

Md. Jahirul Islam
Member



Committees at a glance

Souvenir & ITC Committee

Md. Abdus Samad Al Azad
Shah Mohammad Mahboob

Md. Khorshed Alam
Arif Ahmed

Syeda Amina Fahmeen
Md. Jahirul Islam

Md. Anowarul Islam

Mess Committee

Md. Monirul Islam

Md. Abdullah Al-Mamun
Muhammad Mahmud Hasan

M. Mahmud Ali
Sourendra Nath Saha

President
Member
Member
Member

Member

President
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Member

Sports Committee

Dr. Md. Mahmudur Rahman

Md. Mazedur Rahman Khan
Md Hafizur Rahman Afrad
Mohammad Shafiul Arif
Syed Faisal Uddin Ahmed
Kh. Zoherul Islam

Cultural Committee

Md. Khorshed Alam
Naila Ahmed

Syeda Amina Fahmeen
Md. Shahadat Hossain
Md. Abdullah Al-Mamun
Mohammad Shafiul Arif

Md. Anowarul Islam

President
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Member

President

Member
Member
Member
Member

Member



Committees in 109" Senior Staff Course
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Sports Committee

Cultural Committee






MD. MAZEDUR RAHMAN KHAN

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

Mazed

£ BATCH
20" Batch

[© CADRE
BCS (Administration)

Q CONTACT
01719915215

E-MAIL
mazed khan123@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

Official Address

Joint Secretary, Cabinet Division,
Bangladesh Secretariat.

Present Address

Flat No- 1B, House No-582, Road No- 08,
Mirpur DOHS, Mirpur 12, Dhaka 1216.

Permanent Address
Dashhazar, Dheukhali, Sadorpur, Faridpur.

Name of Spouse
Tuhina Pervin

Spouse Profession
House Wife

Children

Daughter:Mohoshina Rahman

Favorite Quote

O+

[3] DATE OF BIRTH

know thyself

Hobby

05/12/1970

Reading Book




MD. ABDULLAH AL-MAMUN

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

Mamun

{2 BATCH

20" BCS

&) CADRE

BCS (Administration)

Q) CONTACT

01759-125500

E-MAIL

mamun6692@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

Official Address

92-93, Mohakhali, Department of
Disaster Management Bhabon, Dhaka-1212

Present Address

House No- 19, Road No. 01 Block-C,
Mohommadpur Future Town, Basila-Dhaka-1207

Permanent Address

Village-Durmuz Khali, Post- Nurnagor,
Upazila- Shyamnagor, District- Satkhira

Name of Spouse
Munni Akter

Spouse Profession
House Wife

Children
Son: Maruf Ahmed

Favorite Quote

O (@)
[%] DATE OF BIRTH

know thyself

Hobby

03/11/197

Gardening




Jahir

£ BATCH

MD. JAHIRUL ISLAM

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

20" Batch

(2 CADRE

BCS(Administration)

Y CONTACT

01712-254595

E-MAIL

jahir6648@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

A+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Director (Admin), Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh

Present Address

Aporajita, NHA Building # 07, Flat No. 8P,
Block -A, Lalmatia, Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Permanent Address

Vill-Bayek, P.O: Salda Nadi. Kasba,
Brahmmanbaria

Name of Spouse
Dr. Nazmin Afroze

Spouse Profession
Associate Professor in Physics

Children
Son: Jarif & Daughter: Urby

Favorite Quote

‘Tell me and | forget, teach me and | may
remember, Involve me and | learn’
- Benjamin Franklin

Hobby

20th April 1970

Tree Planting




NICKNAME

Faisal

4 BATCH

SYED FAISAL UDDIN AHMED
Group Captain

41GD (P)

(&) CADRE

Bangladesh Air Force

Y CONTACT

01711704293

E-MAIL

faisal8817@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

BG)

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address
Flight Safety Institute, BAF BSR, Dhaka

Present Address
Santinibas, BAF Officers Quarter, Dhaka

Permanent Address
Sector -5, Uttara, Dhaka

Name of Spouse
Sohana Sultana

Spouse Profession
Home Maker

Children

Daughter 1. Syeda Farzeen Ahmed
2. Syeda Farheen Ahmed

Favorite Quote
Travel makes one modest, you see what a
tiny place you occupy in the world

Hobby

05/01/1977

Travelling




SOURENDRA NATH SAHA
Joint Secretary (Ministry of Food)

Official Address
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

NICKNAME Present Address
Souren Anjoli-1, Eskaton Garden Road,
Officer’s quarter, Dhaka.
£ BATCH
P Permanent Address
Barishat, Sreepur, Magura
(&) CADRE

Name of Spouse
Shilpi Saha

BCS (Livestock)

Q@ CONTACT
01790910207

Spouse Profession

Housewife
FMAIL Children
sourendramofood@gmailcom  son: Ankon Saha Daughter: Oishi Saha
O BLOOD GROUP Favorite Quote
O+ FHARE, A @ @7l [fo® S Foiecena Twiom |
[2] DATE OF BIRTH Hobby

20/07/1972 Playing Football/ Badminton/ Volley ball




SYEDA AMINA FAHMEEN

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME
Fahmeen

£ BATCH

20™ BCS

(&) CADRE

Admin

Y CONTACT

01715078677

E-MAIL

sa.fahmeen@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

A=

[3] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Economic Relations Division (ERD),
Ministry of Planning, Sher-e Bangla Nagar

Present Address
10/21, Igbal Road, Mohammadpur

Permanent Address
10/21, Igbal Road, Mohammadpur

Name of Spouse
Ahmed Istiaque Mahmud

Spouse Profession
Head of Bancassurance, Guardian Insurance

Children
Daughter: 01. Samaa Ameena 2. Sabriya Adeena

Favorite Quote

| am but a guest in this world, while others
rush about to get things done, | accept
what is offered. (Lao Tzu)

Hobby

8 October 1975

Reading and watching Classic movies




, W

NICKNAME

Arif

{2 BATCH

MOHAMMAD SHAFIUL ARIF

Joint Secretary

18" BCS

(&) CADRE

Administration

Y CONTACT

01711735527

E-MAIL

arif65550@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP

B+

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration

Present Address
Flat no: A604, 45 New Eskaton, Dhaka.

Permanent Address
South Romalir chara, Cox’s bazar.

Name of Spouse
Shaheen Akter

Spouse Profession
Home Maker

Children

Son : Mohammad Shadman Arif Sicm

Favorite Quote

“No matter what he does, every person on
earth plays a central role in the history of
the world. And normally he doesn’t know
it"- the Alchemist

Hobby

15/02/1975

Enjoying Sports




DR. MD. MAHMUDUR RAHMAN

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

Mahmud

£ BATCH
18" BCS

() CADRE
BCS Administration

3 CONTACT
01762561299

E-MAIL
mahmud010371@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP
AB+

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Ministry of Agriculture,
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

Present Address

Flat- A 2, House#t 13/A, Road# 9A,
West Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Permanent Address
Hospital Road, Munigonj, Bagerhat-9300

Name of Spouse
Sharmin Afroz

Spouse Profession
Private Service

Children

Son: Sharaf Mahmud Dhee
Daughter: Waziha Faiza Medha

Favorite Quote

“It always seems impossible until it is
done”- Nelson Mandela

Hobby

01/03/1971

Gardening




MUHAMMAD MAHMUD HASAN

Colonel

NICKNAME

Mahmud

{2 BATCH
37 BMA LONG COURSE

(&) CADRE
Bangladesh Army

@ CONTACT
01769005614

E-MAIL
mahmud5614@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP
B+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Army Aviation Group, Dhaka Cantonment

Present Address

3/D, Arshi, Moinul Road Officers Quarter,
Dhaka Cantonment

Permanent Address

Vill-Ber Gobindo Pur, PO+Thana-Chowgacha,
District-Jashore

Name of Spouse
Rubina Yesmin

Spouse Profession
Doctor

Children

Son: Mehrab Hasan,
Daughter: Nujhat Tasnim Moon

Favorite Quote
"One Can Have No Smaller or Greater Mastery

Than Mastery of Oneself.” - Leonardo Da Vinci
“Listen, Think Then Talk” - Own

Hobby

01 December 1977

Reading books, Watching TV




NICKNAME

Zohir

4 BATCH

KH. ZOHERUL ISLAM

Joint Secretary

18" BCS

(&) CADRE

BCS Admin

Y CONTACT

01715146144

E-MAIL

Official Address
Executive Director[Admin], DESCO,
Nikunja-2, Dhaka.
Present Address

5th Floor, House No- 106, Road No- 6, Block
No- D, Bashundhara Residential Area, Dhaka.

Permanent Address
Vill- Shingdaha, P/O- Chapra,
P/S - Kumarkhali, Dist- Kushtia.

Name of Spouse
Mukta Akter

Spouse Profession
Housewife

Children

zoherulis@yhoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP

B+

[4] DATE OF BIRTH

Kh. Ramisa Islam Raisa,
Kh. Rashika Islam Raina.

Favorite Quote
Let us help the distressed people.

Hobby

16-01-1971

Playing Badminton, TT etc.




NICKNAME

Afrad

{2 BATCH

MD HAFIZUR RAHMAN AFRAD

Commodore

93-A

[ CADRE

Bangladesh Navy

Y CONTACT

01914325740

E-MAIL

afrad32@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP

Official Address

Director of Budget, Naval Headquarters

Present Address

Flat: 2B, Building: 73, Naval Headquarters,
Banani, Dhaka

Permanent Address

Vill & PO: Chandanpur, PS: Belabo,
Distr: Narsingdi

Name of Spouse
Kamrunnahar Afrad

Spouse Profession
House Wife

Children
Daughter: Anika Afrida, Adrita Afifa

Favorite Quote

O+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

"Work place changes but not commitment”

Hobby

01.011974

Watching TV




MD. KHORSHED ALAM

Joint Secretary

Official Address

Delta wing, General Economics Division,
Bangladesh Planning Commission,

NICKNAME Ministry of Planning

Alam Present Address
A4, T2, 04-01, Bijoy Rakin City, Mirpur-15, Dhaka

B
2 AICH % Permanent Address
N Moinpur, Laksham, Cumilla
(&) CADRE

Name of Spouse
Farida Yasmin

Administration Cadre

Q@ CONTACT

Spouse Profession

01711901130 Home Maker
E-MAIL Children
alamkhorshed70@yahoocom  Son: Elhan, Daughter: Elma
O BLOOD GROUP Favorite Quote
e “Age increases, perception changes and list
of importance shortens”
[2] DATE OF BIRTH Hobby

September 03,1970 Enjoying music, Watching movies.




MD. MONIRUL ISLAM
Joint Secretary (Member Directing Staff)

NICKNAME

Monir

{2 BATCH

18" BCS

[ CADRE

Administration

Y CONTACT

01882406482

E-MAIL

mashiat2004@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP

A+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address
BPATC, Savar, Dhaka

Present Address
827/2/1, West Kazipara, Mirpur, Dhaka

Permanent Address
AK Sadi Road, Ishurdi Pabna.

Name of Spouse
Mst. Khaleda Parvin

Spouse Profession
Civil Service Employee (City of New York)

Children

Daughter: Mashiat, Son: Mashroor

Favorite Quote
‘Do to others what you like others to do to you:.

Hobby

01/12/1972

Gardening, Reading




MD. ANOWARUL ISLAM
Joint Secretary, Executive Director, PGCB

NICKNAME

Official Address

Power Grid Company of
Bangladesh Ltd. (PGCB).

Present Address

Village + P.O- Borshivanga, P.S-Kazipur,

Anowar Sonali-3, Eskaton Garden
Govt Officers’ Quarters
2 BATCH Permanent Address
PULEBES
District- Sirajganj
(& CADRE

Administration

Q3 CONTACT
01552498979

E-MAIL
anwar.091020@gmail.com

O BLOOD GROUP
B+

[3] DATE OF BIRTH

Name of Spouse
Nilufa Akter

Spouse Profession
Govt Service

Children

Son: Naimul Islam (Shoumik)
Daughter: Nawshin Tabassum (Sraboni)

Favorite Quote
Eat to live, don’t live to eat-Benjamin Franklin

Hobby

05-08-1968

Reading Books

—
=




SHAH MOHAMMAD MAHBOOB

Director General (Joint Secretary)

NICKNAME

Shah Mahboob

{2 BATCH
18" BCS

&) CADRE
Administration

3 CONTACT
01715911132

E-MAIL
sm.mahboob@icloud.com

O BLOOD GROUP
B+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
(BIDA), E-6/B, Agargaon, Shere Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka

Present Address

Flat 7/A, House 18/1, Road 11, Mohammadia
Housing Society, Mohammadpur, Dhaka 1207.

Permanent Address
Baimhati Professor Para, Mirzapur, Tangail.

Name of Spouse
Nur-E-Ferhanaz

Spouse Profession
Assistant Vice President, Mercantile Bank Limited,

Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000.

Children

Son: SM Rushan Sadaad,
Daughter: Natfia Sareen

Favorite Quote

| know that | am intelligent, because | know that
| know nothing

Hobby

15 December 1973

Watching movies, Listening to songs,
Reading books




NICKNAME

Lara

42 BATCH

ARIF AHMED

Joint Secretary
( Director, BIAM Foundation)

20™ BCS

&) CADRE

BCS Administration

QY CONTACT

01678055553

E-MAIL

arif.lara@yahoo.co.uk

O BLOOD GROUP

A+

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

May 18

Official Address

BIAM Foundation, 63 New Eskaton Road,
Dhaka

Present Address

Shainpukur Holdings, Flat: 704/A, 45
New Eskaton Road, Dhaka

Permanent Address

House-211, Sector-2, Uposhohor Housing Estate,
Rajshahi

Name of Spouse

Jusia Mahbub

Spouse Profession
Home Making

Children

Son: Ahmed Jasmir, lborahim Ahmed Anzar,
Daughter: Amreen Ahmed Orony.

Favorite Quote
‘Depend on Almighty’

Hobby
Photography, Angling (Fishing),
Travelling, Trekking

a/




MD SHAHADAT HOSSAIN

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME
Shahadat

{2 BATCH

20™ BCS

[ CADRE

Administration

Y CONTACT

01716105969

E-MAIL

shossain20@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP

O+

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Director, Sector-3, Implementing Monitoring
and Evaluation Division (IMED), Ministry of
Planning, Dhaka-1207

Present Address

House no-37, Road-01, Block- C, Mirpur-12,
Pallabi, Dhaka-1216.

Permanent Address

House no-37, Road-01, Block- C, Mirpur-12,
Pallabi, Dhaka-1216.

Name of Spouse

Fahima Nazneen

Spouse Profession
Housewife.

Children

Son: Miftalul hsan Dihan, Daughter: Inan
Nazah Durdana; Intihan Nazah Diana

Favorite Quote

Tis better to have loved and lost than never to

have loved at all

Hobby

31/01/1970

Reading book, traveling.




NAILA AHMED

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

Naila

{2 BATCH
I7AMEES

(2 CADRE
PWD

R CONTACT
01819557942

E-MAIL
nailaahmednoor@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP
O+

[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address
Ministry of Housing and Public Works.

Present Address

House 494, Road-32, New DOHS,
Mohakhali, Dhaka.

Permanent Address

House 494, Road-32, New DOHS,
Mohakhali, Dhaka.

Name of Spouse
Dr. Munaz Ahmed Noor

Spouse Profession
Professor, BUET..

Children

Daughter: Maliyat Aniga Noor; Mehera
Aiman Noor

Favorite Quote

“Nothing is softer or more flexible than water,
yet nothing can resist it, - Lau TZU.

Hobby

24/24/1970

Painting, lkebana, Caligraphy, traveling.




MD. ABDUS SAMAD AL AZAD

Joint Secretary

NICKNAME

Azad

{2 BATCH

15" Batch

&) CADRE

BCS (Taxation)

Q CONTACT

01715017316

E-MAIL

as_alazad@yahoo.com

O BLOOD GROUP

O+

[2] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Ministry of Commerce

Present Address
Apartment A9, 6/16, Block- E, Lalmatia, Dhaka

Permanent Address
Apartment A9, 6/16, Block- E, Lalmatia, Dhaka

Name of Spouse
Sabiha Ferdousi

Spouse Profession
{rofessorship

Children
Son: Sharar Shaiyar Azad, Daughter: Adria Affa

Favorite Quote

“No matter what he does, every person on
earth plays a central role in the history of
the world. And normally he doesn’t know
it”- Paulo coelho (The Alchemist)

Hobby

01 August 1969

Gardening, Reading, Travelling, Writing




NICKNAME

Mahmud

£ BATCH
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[%] DATE OF BIRTH

Official Address

Bangladesh Space Research and Remote
Sensing Organization (SPARRSO), Agargaon,
Sher-e-Banglanagor, Dhaka-1207

Present Address
1241 East Shewrapara, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

Permanent Address
Dhanshiri Bhaban, Dilalpur, Pabna

Name of Spouse
Nazneen Sultana

Spouse Profession
Service

Children

Two, One son, One daughter

Favorite Quote
"The only way to do great work is to love
what you do." - Steve Jobs

Hobby

31 December 1972

Traveling, Reading
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The historic Dhaka Gate: a reminder of Dhaka
city's rich history and culture

M. Mahmud Ali

Member ( Joint Secretary )

SPARRSO and Part-time Doctoral Student, Bangladesh University of

Engineering and Technology
E-mail: ali2123m@yahoo.com

The Dhaka Gate stands as one of the oldest examples of Mughal architecture
in Dhaka City. The historic Dhaka Gate is located within the University of
Dhaka campus near Curzon Hall, Centre for Renewable Energy Research, the
Mausoleum of three leaders and Shishu Academy. The gate is made of red brick
and limestone and decorated with floral motifs and Islamic calligraphy. It is one

of Dhaka's most important landmarks and a popular tourist destination.

Dhaka Gate 1870’s (Collected Photo) Dhaka Gate 1917 (Collected Photo)

During the reign of Mughal Emperor Jahangir, Dhaka became the capital of
Bengal in 1610 AD. Later it experienced significant growth and started to
expand rapidly on the banks of the Buriganga River. During the reign of
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, Dhaka Gate was built by Mir Jumla, the then
Governor (Subahdar) of Bengal around 1663 AD. Mir Jumla also built some
river- forts in and around Dhaka city to protect its citizens from the Magh
pirates. He surveyed the city and marked the city's border. After determining the
city area, he constructed this gate as the northern entrance of Dhaka. At that
time, this gate was the main entrance to Dhaka city. The Dhaka Gate served as
an entry point to the city from the bank of the Buriganga river. Mir Jumla also
established a beautiful garden outside the gate named Bagh-e-Badshahi (the
Emperor's garden). Later, the British rulers converted the garden into a race
course. After the independence of Bangladesh, the race course was renamed
Suhrawardi Uddyan.

However, after the fall of the Mughal Empire, Dhaka lost much of its glory and
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the gate was almost ruined. Over the centuries, the Dhaka Gate had undergone
severe damage. Later, it was rebuilt in 1825 AD by British Magistrate Charles
Dawes. The gate's structure reflects a European architectural style which is
uncommon among Mughal structures situated in different parts of Dhaka. An
unknown photographer took a photo of this gate in 1875 AD. It is the only
source that allows us to see the gate's previous structure. The old photo shows
people riding on elephants through the gate, which proves that the gate was still
functional during the British rule. The structure is divided into three parts: two
sliding walls and a central pillar. Each segment of the sliding walls is supported
by several pillars supporting the structures. The pillars and the upper portion of

the walls are decorated with cornice-shaped designs and patterns.

Dhaka Gate (19 December 2015) Dhaka Gate (26 August 2023)
After partiion in 1947 AD, Dhaka became the capital of East Pakistan and
underwent further expansions. At that time, the gate was further reconstructed to
widen the roads during the late 1950s. The Department of Archaeology was not
making any efforts to preserve it. On the other hand, the university authority was
not taking care of the structure, although it is situated in Dhaka University campus.
Finally, Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) took the initiative to restore the
historic structure to its original splendor. Currently it is undergoing renovation to
restore its former glory after years of neglect. The renowned architect and
prominent conservation expert of the country, Professor Abu Sayeed M Ahmed,

is working as a consultant for this conservation work.

References:

1. Taifoor, S. M (1956) Glimpses of Old Dhaka, Dacca.

2. Dani, A. H (1961) Muslin Architecture in Bengal, Dacca.

3. Bradley, B (1906) Romance of an Eastern Capital, London.

4. Ahmed, S.U (1986) Dhaka: A Study In Urban History & Development
1840-1921, Dhaka.

5. Mamun, M (2015) Dhaka: Smriti Bismriti Nagari, Dhaka.

- a



FDI for Advancement of Bangladesh Economy
Shah Mohammad Mahboob

Director General (Joint Secretary)

International Investment Wing

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA)
Prime Minister’s Office

Development path of Bangladesh

Bangladesh has come a long way since its independence in 1971 and its prime
objective throughout this journey has been to ensure the wellbeing of its big
population. Even being one of the most densely populated country in the world, it
has made good achievements in providing inclusive development encompassing all
areas of life. The GDP growth of Bangladesh has been more than 6% for the last
decade; it has been the dressmaker of the world by being the 2nd largest exporter of
readymade garments; it has been in the list of top 10 producer of major agriculture
products; it is self-sufficient in grain production; provides 100% electricity coverage;
has 100% mobile penetration as well as is the 2nd largest provider of IT freelancers
in the world. After completing the milestones of Digital Bangladesh, it is on its way
to be a Smart Bangladesh and a developed country by 2041.

Bangladesh as an investment destination

As a result, Bangladesh is now one of the world’s most resilient and fastest-growing
economy and is one of the most attractive investment destinations in Asia. The
Honourable Prime Minister has declared “Enhancing Investment” as one of her 10
special initiatives. Accordingly, Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
(BIDA), along with other 4 Investment Promotion Agencies, has been working

relentlessly in order to improve the overall investment ecosystem in the country.
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Figure 1: 6 Reasons to Invest in Bangladesh



summarizes 6 points as to why Bangladesh is considered a good destination for the
global investors.

Why to invest in Bangladesh?

One. Bangladesh offers a steadily growing economy. GDP is growing more than
7% per annum and industries sector is growing at 13% per annum. 608 billion dollar
investment in infrastructure is being fed-in to sustain the growth.

Two, the country offers a large and vibrant local market of 170 million people. With
34 million MAC population, Bangladesh will be the 9th largest consumer market by
2030, even surpassing UK and Germany. Consumption grows more than 6% per
annum here.

Three. Production cost in Bangladesh is lower than its competitive countries. The
utility cost is the lowest in Asia.

Four. The country provides skilled wokforce with a low wage rate. Wages in
Bangladesh range from US§ 160-260 per month, much below the regional average
of US$ 381.

Five. There is excellent connectivity of road, air and ship, facilitating logistics and
import/exports to outer countries. Strategic position between China, India and the
ASEAN states allows access to a wider market of 3 billion regional consumers.
Six: As a result of the above factors, investment projects in Bangladesh provides
high return consistently. In fact, reinvestment rate in Bangladesh is more that 70%,
meaning once a foreign investor enters Bangladesh, they never look back.

What foreign companies say about Bangladesh?

Japanese External Trade Organization (JETRO) is one of the international
organizations that run comprehensive surveys worldwide to know about the
experiences of Japanese companies who have invested abroad. The latest survey
of the Japanese companies working in Bangladesh shows a very potential

picture of Bangladesh.

JETRO Survey on Buslness Condltlons of Japanese
Companles Operating Overseas (Asla and Oceanla) 2022
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Figure 2: JETRO Survey Results on the Investment Ecosystem of Bangladesh
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The survey shows that,

: 62% Japanese companies in Bangladesh forecasted to make profit in 2023,
which was 48% in 2022.

. Business confidence has risen almost 3 times in 1 year, to 60% from 26%.

: Only 1.8% company forecasted loss, from eatlier 22.2%0, which is lowest in
Asia.

e In addition, 72% companies have targets to expand their operation in
Bangladesh and none has any plans to shift to other counttries.

0 Bangladesh appears 3rd lowest in manufacturing cost for Japanese
companies.

Investment zones in Bangladesh

Economic Zones

The government of Bangladesh is developing dedicated zones for vatious types of
investment opportunities. Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority (BEZA) is
developing 100 economic zones, thousand the country.

Export processing ones

There are 9 export processing zones dedicated for export-oriented industries and
are very successful and sustainable model of FDI utilization. Against the total
investment of US$ 6.29 billion by the investors, the total cumulative export has
stood upto US$ 101.23 billion, meaning, each dollar of investment has been able to
produce 16 dollars of revenue.

High tech investments

39 hi-tech parks are being developed for IT and ITES projects. 11 parks are ready
for investment and 8 more will be ready by this year.

Tnvestment facilities and incentives

Bangladesh has been spending a lot to develop infrastructures to facilitate trade and
invesment. This include new roads, bridges, tunnels, sea ports, airports as well as
metro rails.

Bangladesh has a highly liberal investment regime. Attractive tax and non-tax
incentives are available for new investments. 100% foreign equity and joint venture
is allowed and there is no maximum or minimum amount of investment. Full
repatriation of profit is allowed without any permission. Industries can enjoy
5—10-year tax holiday based on the types and geographical position of the industry.
Reduction in other types of taxes is also admissible.



Investiment Sectors

Bangladesh is open for FDI in almost all types of manufacturing and service
industries. However, Infrastructure, Agro/ Food Processing and Machinery, RMG
and Textiles, Softwatre & IT-enabled Services, Healthcare and medical Equipment/
Devices, Automobile and Accessories, Shipbuilding, Tourism and Leather industries
sectors can be particularly interesting for global investors.

The future FDI track of Bangladesh

The 8th Five Year Development Plan (8FYP) has envisioned for FDI amounting to
a minimum of 3% of GDP every year. This may mean that we have to quadruple
the current FDI inflow within the next couple of years in order to be in track to
fulfill the national goal of becoming a developed country by 2041. We all have to

work together to realize this target and contribute to the economic development of

the country.

Nineveh

Syeda Amina Fahmeen
Joint Secretary
Economic Relations Division (ERD),

Ministry of Finance

Nineveh, I had been there,
the city and the stone stairs,
the whirlpool of whisper, the sigh,
they live, they stay and they die.

Nineveh, the city I live
to see the Emperors' and Concubines' mischieves
their grace dwindled with time

deserted from the epitome of sublime.

Nineveh, wait, I'll come
let me break free and bring some
Rubaiyat, and Sohbet with you

Nineveh, so ancient, still so new.
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—Robert Frost
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above all liberties." ...
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Tribute at National Martyrs' Memorial
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Inaugural Ceremony




Lecture and Discussion Sessions
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Lecture and Discussion Sessions







Games and Sports




Games and Sports
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Visit to Payra Thermal Power Plant



The Titanic ride
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Visit to Payra Ultra Critical Thermal Power Plant



BREAKING
BOUNDARIES

DOUBLE TRIUMPH

FOR MGI

HAVE BEEN HONORED WITH

SUPERBR’ANDS BANGLADESH

AWARD (2020-2021)
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