126™ Advanced Course Administration and Development
Seminar Paper

on

Role of Ministry of Primary and Mass Education Ensuring Quality Education and
Dropout. A Case Study of four schools in Urban and Rural Areas

Submitted to
Dr. Mohammad Abu Yusuf
Member Directing Staff

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre

Submitted by
ASMA SULTANA
Roll.122
126" Advanced Course on
Administration and Development
Deputy Secretary
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education

Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre

Savar, Dhaka

11



CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the seminar paper entitled “Role of Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education Ensuring Quality Education and
Dropout : A Case Study of Four Schools in Urban and Rural Areas.”
has been prepared by Asma Sultana Deputy Secretary,Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education Roll no. 122 , who is a participant of 126"
Advanced Course on Administration and Development (ACAD) held at
Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre (BPATC), Savar,
Dhaka. The paper has been prepared under my direct supervision and
guidance accomplishing all the activities satisfactorily. The quality of the
paper is above satisfaction to me and the course management can accept

the paper as a fulfillment of the course.

Bl

Date: 08.09.2019 (Professor Dr. Bashir Ahmed)
Research Consultant and Professor
Department of Government and Politics

Jahangirnagar University
Savar, Dhaka.



Acknowledgement

At the very outset I thank the Almighty Allah Who created the whole universe placing
everything orderly and gave me the opportunities to be educated through acquiring knowledge, make
me capable for preparing this seminar paper.

[ feel honored to thank Professor Dr. Bashir Ahmed, Department of Government and Policies
Jahangir Nagar University, our consultant who gave me continuous guidelines and all types of
supports, valuable advice to write this dissertation paper. His contribution is acknowledged with
gratitude.] am indebted to the Module Director Dr. Mohammad Abu Yousuf, MDS,BPATC for his
continuous valuable advice and support.

[ owe my gratitude to Dr. Mohammed Amjed Hossain, the Course Director,126™ Advanced Course
on Administration and Development BPATC, a man of enormous intellect. I am deeply indebted to
all the batch mates 126™ ACAD course for their cooperation, inspiration and critiques which tend me
to do better all through the seminar works. Mr. Ismail Hossain, Statistical Officer of Department of
Primary Education, provided necessary documents and information, I am Really thankful to him.

[ wish to extend my thanks to Mrs Alea Begum, District Primary Education Officer, Dhaka and
Mrs. Nasrin Begum , District Primary Education Officer, Narsingdi their support provided to me for
primary data collection. Special thanks to Mr. Ruhul Sagir, Thana Primary Education Officer,
Monohardi, Narsingdi , all respected Head masters, Monohardi Government Primary Schools.and
the honorable guardians Monohardi, Narsingdi, Gulshan, Dhaka. Appreciation goes to all the
participants for their nice comments and suggestions for the enrichment of the research.

The mental supports rendered by my husband Mohammad Ruhul Majid, daughter Radia Ruhul
and son Abtahi Ruhul inspired me a lot. I convey my heartiest gratitude to all of them.

o OL\\\O\
(Asma Sultana)

Author



ABSTRACT

Lducation plays pivotal role in the development of any country.It is world wide recognized that
rapid improvement of education is sine-qua-non for accelerating economic, social and humai
development. The overall development can be achieved through proper and well — planned educatio
system catering to the diverse needs of the nation.Bangladesh is striving for ensuring quality an
global standard education coping with the changes across the world. In order to achieve the SDG -
target by 2030, efficient and effective education planning and management is mandatory.Th
Government has taken different policies ,programs and projects to ensure quality education ane
remove discrimination in education sector irrespective of cast and creed. As a developing countr
Bangladesh has to face many challenges to fulfil the basic requirements of the citizen. Bangladesh i
trying to overcome the challenges. Proverty leads to low investment in educatioas.Proverty o
parents and of the family as a whole is a major cause of dropouts,i.e the most pertinent of qualil
education.In this study qualitive method has been used. Due to limitation of time and scop.
quantitative method has not been chosen. During the research work both primary and secondar
data have been used.The primary data have been collected from suvey work at study areas and th
secondary ones from different relevant publications ,books, journals, articles, existing rules anc
regulations etc.Three types of semi structured questionnaire have been provided. After that dat
were analysised and unearth the findings to draw out the recommentations.The recommendation
made on different issues to reduce the dropout rate.Eventually the research will put a significan

contribution to the field of knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION

Bangladesh is a land of more than 169.3 million people with a total area of only 147,570square
kilometers.It is quite difficult to fulfil all the basic needs to the people here with low limited
resources.We are to face challenges to meet the basic needs like food,shelter,education. Clothing and
medical facilities. Recently highest priority has been given on education sector as quality
education.Witthout developing this sector it is difficult to attain other requirements. Quality
educationis the basic foundation of our primary education system.Hence one thing is a big challenge is

the multi factual drop out in primary level.

Primary education is the foundation for formal education system. Quality primary education is
considered as foundation of developing human capabilities for which economics of development focus
on educating people (Todaro and Smith, 2003). Primary education is one of the key instruments in
sustainable economic, social and political development of a country. Therefore, primary education is
treated as an effective instrument for nation-building, human resource development and poverty
alleviation. So we have to design a comprehensive and uniform system through which we can give the

optimum achievements in this sectors.
BACKGROUND

In Bangladesh, primary education is considered as fundamental right and has clear recognition and
reflection in Article 17 of the Constitution. In 1992, primary education is made compulsory through an
Act titled The Compulsory Primary Education Act, 1990. In line with global initiative to promote
development, Bangladesh government is very much committed to achieving inclusive and quality
cducation for all. In line with the National Educational Education Policy 2010 and the 7" Five Year
Plan, Bangladesh has set several targets for providing education to all and development of the quality
of education. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) also contain specific goal regarding primary
education. Goal 4 states to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all. According to target 4.1 by 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete
free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning
outcomes and 4.2 by 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood

development, care and pre - primary education so that they are ready for primary education.

Bangladesh govt has given the importance of primary education to eradicate illiteracy and fighting for

quality education for all children of the age group of 6 to 10. Different initiatives and programs has

17
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been taken by the government for ensuring quality primary education. Now primary educatio
development program 4 (PEDP 4) are going on full swing. MoPME is able to achieve som
remarkable achievements such as increasing student enrolment rate, free book distribution, reduc
dropout rates, 100% coverage of stipend distribution, improvement of infrastructure etc. Yet MoPM!
has to face various challenges, unified curriculam, teachers quality,infrastructure, imbalance feache

student ratio etc.

In the context of Bangladesh’s socio-economical structure, primary school dropout can be defined a:
children failing to reach the education level of grade five. Children across globe are starting primars
school in greater numbers than ever before. In Bangladesh, the entry to grade one has reached near the
universal levels, however, the primary school completion rate has remained 81.2% in recent years
(MoPME Annual Report 2017 -2018). From review it was found some key reasons behind the primars
school dropout in Bangladesh. Poor physical condition and disability, biased social practice, Lack o
quality in education, economic hardship, geographical isolation, Parental Education and Ne
Enrolment Ratio, Uncontrolled Population Growth and Unequal Access to Education etc. All of the
afore mentioned reasons are currently contributing to the lower literacy rate in Bangladesh. If th
country wants to increase the education level among its population, then effective polices need t«
designed and implemented to reduce the primary school dropout rate. The continuous development o
Bangladesh will never be fully achieved without resolving the crippling issues like primary schoo

dropout.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Bangladesh has a large number of primary education system with an estimated 17.2 million primar
school aged children of 6 to 10 years which is one of the largest in the world (Annual Report 2017-1¢
MoPME) There are more than 65,593 government primary schools in comprising more than 4 lac
teachers in Bangladesh. Recent enrollment in Bangladésh in primary sector are 97.85%. Though it i
almost parallel to developed countries, yet dropout is the more challenging for education for all.
2005 dropout rate was 47.2%, 2008 was 49.3%, day by day dropout rate is decreasing; recer
dropout rate is 18.6%.

Government has already taken different steps say midday meal, stipend for all, school feeding prograt
etc. to reduce dropout from school. Besides searching different steps for reducing dropout is also
continuous process. Both demand and supply driven factors play a role in the process of schoc

dropout.
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Literature of other studies, references, publications, circulations etc. in order to provide a theoretical
framework which guided the development of the study model on which analysis of data for the present
study was based. It focuses on: factors that constitute priority indictors of quality primary education;
functions of quality primary education, initiatives taken by the Ministry of primary and Mass

Education for ensuring quality primary education.

There is no specific definition of the term “quality” of primary education. Concept of quality
education change over time and are tied to societal values. It is also related with the availability of
meaningful data that could provide indicators of quality. Maximum section of the society, casual and
expert observers, parents and communities, teachers and education related people conceptualise
“education quality” by national examinations. It is said that the mastery of the curriculum is measured
by national examinations. Hence the best indicator of high quality education is scoring high on the
national examinations. It is a general concept that when students perform well on national
examinations, they have had a high quality education (Samoff, 2007).

It is difficult to find out a definition of quality that could be applied to all situations (Motola, 2001). It
is a common goal to all education systems to improve the mental activities of students.

All nations has their specific plan of action to create better citizens to support and strengthen the
valuesof the society through education. In this regard, quality is associated with the cultural traditions,
social relations and economic and political situations of the country. Quality education, in this context
is unique to each nation and culture. The quality of education is linked with peoples™ perception
towards education (Rissom, 1992).Although the concept of quality education is not common to all, it
is clear from a lot of research that good quality education helps people to acquire knowledge, skills

and attitudes that helps them to address important human goals.

It may be commented here that primary education renders people with certain capabilities that prepare
them to contribute to the social and economic development of the nation. Such capabilities turn them
into human capital which, according to development economists, raises productivity when increased
(World Bank, 2014).The world Education Forum emphasized on the necessity of improving the
quality of primary education, rather than the need to achieve primary education for all. The forum
recommended to improve all aspects of the quality of the primary education to achieve recognized and
measurable learning outcomes for all especially in literacy, numeracy essential life skills (World

Education Forum, 2000).



The government had adopted National Education Policy, 2010. There are 30 goals and objectives i
the policy. Main features of the policy related to quality primary education are :Introduction of pre
primary education for 5+ years children,Employ female teaches for pre-primary schools,Ensur
teaching-learning process as an integrated method,Expand primary education from class five to clas
cight,Implement same curriculum and syllabus for all streamsEnsure teacher- student ratio a

1:30,Establish library facilities in all primary schools.

Besides, initiatives taken by the MoPME in ensuring quality primary education with reducing
dropout.Since the ministry of primary and mass education started its journey in 2003, the ministry ha:
taken several initiatives to provide primary education to all and to ensure quality primary education
Recents are Education Development Program-4 (PEDP-4). MoPME has undertaken Primar
Education Development Program in order to improve the quality of primary education. Presently
Primary Education Development Program-4 (PEDP-4) is going on implementation. The objective o
PEDP - 4 is to provide quality education to all children of Bangladesh from pre-primary up to Grade
through an efficient, inclusive and equitable management, governance and financing.Giving th
highest emphasis on primary education, MoPME has initiated Primary education stipend project i
the view to improve the enrolment rate of children of school going age, to increase attendance rate, t
decrease dropout rate. 100% students of primary schools. It is the constitutional obligation for th
government to provide primary education to all children. But in Bangladesh, there were places wher:
no primary school has been established. The children of those areas were left behind of gettin;
primary education. In this situation, MoPME has taken initiative to establish 1500 Primary Schools ii
Un-schooled area and provide necessary facilities. MoPME has a moto to distribute free text books t:
the students on the very first day of the year so that the students can start their journey with nev
books. It attracts the students towards schools reducing dropout rate. Under PEDP III, about 20 millio
pre-primary and primary school children are being provided text books free of cost.

In association with world food program, MoPME has initiated School Feeding Program to prevent th:
drop out of the students coming from ultra-poor family and to improve learning ability throug
reduction of micro-nutrient deficiency of the students.

Reaching out of school children project was taken to give the opportunity to the children of up to 14
years who never went to school or already dropped out from school.

Besides establishment of PTI in 12 selected District headquarters having no PTIs was taken t
establish primary teachers training institutes (PTIs) in twelve district headquarters having no PTI fc
providing training of the teachers of primary schools. The enrolment rate of the students increase i

primary schools because of several developmental activities of the taken by the government. In th
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respect, MoPME has taken a project for the infrastructure development of government primary schools

where needed to accommodate the increased students.

Out of 17 goals of Sustainable Development Goals, goal 4 is included as a new global education goal.
SDG 4 states to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all. It is considered as the main tool of achieving all other goals as it aims to ensure
inclusive and quality education. Achieving inclusive and quality education for all established the belief
that education is one of the most powerful and proven vehicle for sustainable development (UNDP).
Bangladesh also set specific action plan to meet the SDG4 to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities to all. Bangladesh is committed to achieve the
goals of SDG4. It has already been reflected in 7th Five Year Plan that focuses on poverty alleviation
through inclusive human development including human capital, education, health, skills development,
gender equality, service delivery, capacity, accountability and allocation. In line with the National
Education Policy 2010 and 7" five-year plan for ensuring quality primary education engaging the

private sector and NGOs for development through PPP modalities.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS:

Still there is a good number of drop out cases in the primary level which is treated one of the most
acute problems in ensuring quality primary education.This is related to many factors like economic
condition, school managing committee, social aspects, locations and so on. Effective implementation
of our education policy is urgently required to minimize drbp out in primary level though it is one of
the major hard tasks.It is not possible to address the issue of quality education without proper attention

on drop out.

This research helped to understand the nature and reasons of dropout in urban and rural areas with a

comparative picture.

OBJECTIVES:

The objectives of the research were:

1.To identify the current initiatives of MoPME in ensuring quality primary education .

. To find out the present situation unveil the dropout rate both in rural and urban areas in Bangladesh.

S

(8]

. To address the causes of high dropout rate in rural and urban areas.

BN

. To suggest policy in which dropout will be greatly reduced in Bangladesh.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

The followings were the research questions:
* Are there any sufficient policies taken by MoPME to ensure quality primary education?
¢ What are the socioeconomic effects of drop out in primary education?
¢ What are strategic roles taken by MoPME to minimize dropout and for ensuring qualit
primary education?

¢ What are the suggestions to minimize drop out and ensuring quality primary education?
THE RATIONALE OF THE STUDY:

Education is considered as the key to overall development of a nation. Primary education is the pill
of higher education. Bangladesh became independent in 1971. At the beginning it focused more o
access and facilities in education. As a consequence, primary education was declared free an
compulsory in 1974. It is the constitutional obligation for the state to provide each and every citize
the coverage of free, universal and compulsory basic education. As per the Allocation of Busines
Schedule 1 of the Rules of Business, 1996, it is a mandate of Ministry of Primary and Mass Educatio
to confirm it. In respect of this, Primary education is made free and compulsory up to Grade S in Th
Compulsory Primary Education Act, 1990. After that, the enrolment and completion rate key
increasing. The primary enrolment rate was almost one-hundred percent and the primary completio
rate was eighty percent until 2013 (APSC, 2017). This implies that Bangladesh made remarkabl

progress in educational access.

Then Bangladesh shifted its attention from quantitative to qualitative achievement. In the 1990:
Bangladesh became signatory of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discriminatio
against Women (CEDAW), the UN convention on child rights, the Education for All (EFA), the Dake
declaration, the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) and the Child Rights Declaration (Rabb
2007) and moved to the Sustainable Developments Goals especially on SDG-4.

Sustainable Development goals (SDGs) also contain specific goal regarding primary education. Goal
states to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunitie
for all where the ministry of primary and mass education has to play the kéy role. Moreove:
Bangladesh Government also set particular targets in 7" five year plan to ensure quality in primar

education in Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh is committed to the rights of basic education for all children, as clearly stated in its
constitution (APSC, 2014). Bangladesh Government has taken to implement five-year primary
education Program including the Compulsory Primary Education Act 1993. Quality of education,
student learning achievement and reduction of dropout Bangladesh has not yet made similar

breakthrough.

METHODOLOGY:

Education plays vital role in the development of any country.It is world-wide recognized that a rapid
imorovement of education is necessary for accelerating economic,social,and human development.The
overall development can be achieved through proper and well — planned education system catering to
the diverse needs of nation.With a view to study the role of ministry of primary and mass education to
ensure quality primary education, a systematic research approach has been adopted. The studywas
mainly based on different sources of related data, both secondary and primary.In this seminar paper,
both qualitative and quantitative methods were applied. The study was mainly conducted depending on
the secondary data. Primary data was also collected to a limited extent but from different
stackholders.Semi structured questionnaires were used to conduct survey as a means of quantitative
method. Extensive literature on primary education research, various articles and reports, different
documents specially government policies, publications, circulars, online sources were reviewed as
qualitative method. The study was conducted mostly depending on the secondary data.

In this study, three target groups were interviewed. Government officials working in the ministry of
primary and mass education and directorate of primary education were interviewed as they are
responsible in formulating and implementing policies regarding ensuring quality primary education
and drop out.Upazilla primary education officer/Assistant Upazilla primary education officer/ Head
master work directly in the field level who can provide the actual scenario of the primary
education.Last the most important stakeholder is the guardians of the students of the primary schools
(Both in Rural and Urban Areas)They can provide the loop holes, satisfaction and dissatisfactions
related to the activities of the MoPME. The target groups were selected purposively to extract
important information regarding the study.

Three different semi structured questionnaires were used for the survey. Total 110 respondents of
different categories were interviewed for extracting relevant data. The respondents were selected
purposively. A total number of 20 policy makers, both officials of ministry of primary and mass
education and officials working at directorate of primary education; 39 Upazilla primary education
officer/Assistant Upazilla primary education officer/ Head master and 25 guardians from Dhaka and 26
guardians from rural area (Narsingdi) were interviewed with different semi structured questionnaires

which are attached in annexture.
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The primary data collected from the survey was organised in tables and analysed collected dat
through statistical methods. The findings are organized and presented in different tables, charts, graph

ctc. Besides from secondary data there are some different tables,graphs,charts reprensenting the preser

senerio

Data
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FINDINGS:

The ultimate aim of a research is to find or unearth the hidden causes of a problem.For such type of
researchers it is not possible to solve all the problems but investigate the fact behind the problems.In
this research ,the impact of dropout in primary level both in rural and urban areas.Since the matter
relates to the rights to education of the mass people,it has become a concern for the government to
ensure all facilities for having basic education for the people. Thus the important findings that are

revealed in this research are mention underneath:

Primary data collected through a survey with semi structured questionnaires was processed manually.

The information were analysed later on with the help of MS Excel sheet.

From Secondary Data Sources there are few graphical presentation shown below:

Tablel: Student Remain in Primary in south asia

Country 1980 1990 2000 2015
Bangladesh 20.5 46.7 72,7 80

[ndia 62 59 81.8
Nepal 32.2 59 76.9
Pakistan 35.2 60.9
Srilanka 83,5 94.4 97.8 99.2

Table :2 Net Enrolment Rate in Primary Education: 2005-2018

Year GER(%) NER(%)
2005 93.7 87.2
2006 97.7 90.9
2007 98.8 91.1
2008 976 90.8
2009 103.5 93.9
2010 107,7 94.8

11




2011 101.5 94.9
2012 104.4 96.7
2013 108.6 97.3
2014 108.4 97.7
2015 109.2 97.7
2016 112.1 97.96
2017 115.40 97.77
2018 114.23 97.85
ol Net enrolment 2005-2018
98 !
975 |
o\o i
i 97 a
L 96.5 |
96 |
95.5
95 1
94.5 AL kil Ty o
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2018

Year

Enrolment in primary education is increasing day by day, Now the enrollment rate is 97.85, which is

almost near about similar to developed country. Now it is high time to give concentration on drop out.

Table: 3 Trend of Cycle Dropout Rate in Primary 1953-1976

Year Retention after completion of Dropout
primary
1953 9.7 90.7
1957 12.4 87.6
1961 16.9 83.1
1965 25.1 74.9
1976 30 70
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Dropout vs. Retention 1953- 1976
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Table: 4 Trend of Cycle Dropout Rate in Primary 2005-2018
Year 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018
Dropout | 47.2 | 50.5 | 50.5 | 49.3 |[45.1 |39.8 |29.7 | 262 |214 |209 |204 |19.2 |18.85 | 18.6

Rate(%)

Dropout Rate(%)

% of drop out

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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In 1953 the dropout rate was more than 90%, which was reducing day by day in 2018 the rate was
18.6%. Sourse-DPE (APSC 2018),Though it is 18.6% in fig DPE also informed that it may within one
digit. There are repitation in classes, transfer from one school to another which are not accurately

measurc.

Table :5 Dropout Rate of boys and girls (%) by Grade in 2018

Sex Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Boys 3.0 4.2 4.6 7.4 2.8
Girls 1.4 1.5 0, 7.8 3.8
» Dropout Rate (%) by Grade and sex
+— 7 e v L e S e e S S e
=
Q 6 =
25
< 4
G 3 g
X 3
1
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade S
Boys/Girls

5 Boys ® Girls

It is observed that at grade one to three boys dropout rate is higher than girls,but after 4™ grade girls
dropout rate is high due to early marriage. Its also alarming in female education and female
empowerment.

From secondary Data, Close end data opinions from 20 policy makers that is officials of Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education and Directorate of Primary Education regarding the ministry*s role in

ensuring quality primary education are mentioned below:

In response of the question- whether there is any specific policy adopted by the ministry for improving

the quality of primary education; 58% officials mentioned that there are specific policy for the

14 89



honours degree,educational qualification has to be same for both male and female teachers,salary has
to be upgraded for job satisfaction subject related and ICT knowledge-based teachers has to be
recruited ,training of teachers both in home and abroad,provide subject based training,recognition for
good job,providing motivational training,reduction of teacher-student ratio,improvement of
infrastructure and furniture of school etc. According to guardians 73% teachers agree that necessary
steps have been taken for primary education development, 17% agree with partial steps and 10% agree

with no steps.

Causes of drop out

19

%
N
o

11
6

Insolvency Lack of Lack of Child labour  School timing others
awareness infrastructure

Cause

In contextgof Rural and Urban dropout there are different senerio, in urban areas maximum children
are from pro — poor and poor family. they have to randomly shift their residence due to increase in
rent,cost of livelihood.So the dropout rate of urban students are different.It is also mensionable that
comparative well up family in urban areas study in renouned privare school and English medium
school. They think that primary schools of urban areas are only for poor people.But in case of rural
arecas the main reasons of dropout rate are due to insolvency, lack of awareness, lack of
infrastructure. For ensuring quality education and reducing dropout rate they opinined to ensure to
appoint qualified teachers, qualification should be same in both males and females.School timing
should be reduced. Teachers should not be engaged in others engagement.Salary has to be upgraded
for job satisfaction,ubject related and ICT knowledge-based teachers has to be recruited,recognition
for good job, provide motivated trainingreduction of teachers students ratio, must develop

. -t
infrastructures. 9 1
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To reduce the dropout rate, in addition to above there should be free mid day meal, government
should supply school accessories say dress, books, khatas ,pen etc.School stipend should be
increased.for pro —poor students family may get addition amount of money for livelihood.

The following graphical presentation shows the reasons of drop out at rural vs.urban areas.

Reasons of Drop out in urban ares as per HT/TO/ATO

others = 6

School timing

Financial insolvency/child labour
School timing/excess exam
Lack of infrastructure

Lack of awareness

Frequent residence shifting

Reasons

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Dropping %

Reasons of dropout in rural areas are basically due to child labour,insolvency,lack of awareness, lac
of communication/natural calamities,lack of infrastructure.But in urban areas the main reason
frequent residence shifting though financial insolvency ,school timing,lack of infrastructure etc. ar
others associate factors. The gurdians of urban area also gave emphasis on to provide mid da
meal,school accessories,increase the the of stipend etc to decrease the drop out. They also have give

92

cmphssis on infrastructure development for ensuring quality education.
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Another common question was asked to the respondents of three group that what steps can be taken for
improvement of the quality. The opinions of the respondents were to reduce teacher-student
ratio,emphasis on the in-service training for the teachers,creating attractive learning environment in the
schools, appointment of quality teachers supply of sufficient learning materials such as multimedia,

laptop etc, infrastructural development, introduction of mid-day meal etc.

Based on the information collected, some important loop holes were identified where the ministry of
primary and mass education (MoPME) can intervent and play important role in ensuring quality
primary education and to reduce drop out rate to all children of 6-10 years in Bangladesh. These arc
lack of qualified teachers,teachers student ratio is also too high,lack of infrastructure and

equipment,lack of proper training of teachers,coxplex curriculum,lack of proper nutritions.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Ministry of Primary and Mass Education is committed to ensure quality primary education to all.
Primary education sector is a top priority sector for the government in the light of ensuring inclusive
and equitable quality education for all. Bangladesh is trying to keep up with the recent innovations and
patterns of global education system. That is why it is incorporating technology in education and
expanding it across the country. A good number of recommendations were explored during the study.

Some of the recommendations are as follows:

* MOoPME has to ensure to provide mid day meal,school accessories,increase the stipend to
reduce drop out.

. Noh to engage the teachers in activities other than teaching,Avoid taking continuous class so
that they pay attention to teaching.

* MOoPME has to ensure the free and fair procedure of recruitment of quality teachers as quality
teacher is a prerequisite for ensuring quality education;

o Teacher-student ratio of a class room should be reduced so that a teacher can give proper and
equal time for each and every student;

» Academic qualification as well as academic quality should be maintained while recruiting
teachers;

o In-service training along with subject-based and ICT training for the teachers has to be ensured
by the ministry;

e  MOoPME should give more emphasis in infrastructural development of the schools;
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¢ Creating attractive learning environment in the school by providing sufficient learnin
materials and equipment necessary for the school;

e Strong monitoring system should be introduced and ensured;

* Emphasis has to be given on improving the curriculum and an unified agd scientific curriculur
has to be introduced which will be understandable to all sections of students;

¢ MOoPME has to initiate aware building program‘ for the guardians so that they will be encourag

to send their children to schools.

CONCLUSION:

This research tried to find out the existing policy and initiatives taken by MoPME to ensure qualit
primary education and to reduce drop out in primary sector. From the secondary data and interviews c
the study, it was found that MoPME had taken several policy decisions and initiatives to ensure qualit
primary education. Government is constitutionally and internationally committed to ensure qualit
education to all students of Bangladesh. National Education Policy, 2010 was adopted by th
government. Collaboration with the development partners, MoPME had initiated Primary Educatio
Development Program-4 through which infrastructural development of schools, distribution of fre
text books, establishment of pre-primary education, School Level Improvement Plan (SLIP) etc. wer
addressed. MoPME had set several targets in 7™ five-year plan to provide education to all. Banglades
also set specific action plan to meet the SDG4 to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education an
promote lifelong learning opportunities to all. Other than PEDP-4 namely School Feeding Program i
poverty prone areas, Stipend Program of primary school students, Reaching out of School Childre
Project, Establishment of 1500 schools in unschooled areas, Establishment of 12 Primary Trainin

Institutes in 12 districts were taken to intervene and find ways to ensure quality education.

Although MoPME had marched forward a lot towards ensuring quality primary education and drop ot
of primary children it is still not possible for MoPME to ensure 100% quality education It was foun
from the study that there are several areas where MoPME can intervene which may play important rol
in ensuring quality education. The respondents of the study found out the areas of intervention by th
ministry which can lead towards the success in ensuring quality primary education. Those wel
appointment of quality teachers, reduction of teacher-student ratio, infrastructural development ¢
schools, in-service, subject-based and ICT training for the teachers, strong monitoring system, awau
building of the guardians, foreign training and exposure visit for teachers, creating attractive learnin

environment in the schools, introduction of mid-day meal to all schools, attain the targets of SDG-

efc.
Q/
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