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Executive Summary

Land and water are two critical resources determining social, economical and
political development in Bangladesh. Bangladesh is basically a land scarce
country. Thousands of people become landless every year by river erosion, on
the other hand large amount of char land newly risen both side of the river. Char
land comprises 1.2% of country’s land area, 5% of the country’s population live
in chars, 80% of them home-live in poverty (Barkat 2007). Without the
rehabilitation of landless char people it is imposf'sible to make a country’s
sustainable j\dei/elopme‘nt, so we have to take urgent measure to identify char
land and landless char people and distribute char land among those poor people.
Only appropriate char land management system can do the work successfully
for the betterment of the country.

With this end in view the ‘“National Land Use Policy 2001” was studied in
various options of problems and prospects of land management of Bangladesh.
In the report I tried to find out the specific characterics of char land and mention
some of the considerable recommendation to improve the char land
management system in our country.

Chars are the main source of livelihood for millions of the people living around
them. Almost every year so many acres of alluvium and diluvium lands rise
above the river, thereby leaves scope for so many conflicts and clashes among
different occupant groups on the chars. In course of time these conflicts and
clashes have become the most profound attribute of the particular mode of life
around chars, which is perhaps due to less or no intervention of various state
agencies or developmental organizations. All these create different forms of
distress, destitution and deprivation of a large number of landless masses living
in chars. The poor char people fight for rights on land while the grabbers, the
influential persons, and the landlords fight for more assets, more benefit and
more power. The second group causes deprivation to the first and sets them into
perpetual poverty. The conflicts thus originate between the two groups, mainly

for having control over lands.
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Chapter-1

Introduction

Bangladesh is a riverine agriculture based country. Most of the people directly
or indirectly depend on agriculture. But they have a few decimal of cultivable
land.

Geographicéll‘gz Bangladesh is situated ate the slope of the Himalayas. The main
river the Padma, the Jamuna and the Meghna and their thousands of branches
forming thousands of deltaic island. Bangladesh is the most flood prone country
of the world. River bank erosion takes place 94 upazilas. Out of these 94
upazilas 35 upazilas erosion is revered and several recurrent. Near about one
million people usually effected by river erosion every year. Flood affected
people stay at river side with a hope to regain the land as char. But without any
job it is not possible t\o stay here long time. In most causes ultimately they
migrate to another char for food and work. So far crime concerned most of the
civil and criminal cases if Bangladesh arises out of land litigation. In char land
it is alarming for low and order situation. Conflict and violence are endemic in
the char. During 1991-2005 there are 500 news of char violence published in the
Daily Ittefaq and the Daily Sambad. So it is (Barkat 2007) the demand of time
to establish strong char land management system. For the development of our
country it is necessary to rehabilite to the river erosion affected land less people.
It is quite possible if the assessment of char land and landless people of the char
will be done correctly. If reduce the complexity of land management system,
specially char land we can improve the situation of char land as well as the
socio-economic condition of the char people. Char people are poor and

vulnerable. They are mostly deprived, distressed and destitute. Char people



always remained excluded from the main stream. To ensuring food production

of the country we need to utilize the char land properly.

The Irrigation Support Project for Asia and the Near East (ISPAN) has defined
two types of chars: Island Char (Duba Char) and Attached Char (Kuler Char).
Island Chars are defined as land that can be reached from the mainland by
crossing a main channel. Attached chars are located adjacent to the bank and
therefore, accessible without crossing a main channel in the dry season.
However, dép’gnding on the position and mode of formation of the alluvium
land, chars may be classified into three broad categories-

(a) Reformation in situ,

(b) Accretion of land, and

(c) New alluvium land.

People living in the char land are commonly known as chaura. Most chauras are
river-eroded people. Tﬁey are adapted with the natural course of the rivers.
Once they have lost their land and homestead they use to live in the accreted
char nearby and become tﬁe chaura by habit. In many instances, they live on the
embankment particularly in the coastal areas, but most people in the large

riverbanks usually resort to another chars.



National L.and Use Policy 2001

Without an efﬁcient land management system and modern land administration.
It is almost impossible to build Bangladesh as a welfare state. Bangladesh is a
densly populated country. 150 million people lives within the area of 1,44,570
sq. km. It makes lowest land man ration the world, which is estimated to be 0.06
hectors (hc) per persons (FAO:20.13). This situatib;ri is likely to deteriorate
further With"_fa _growing demand for non agricultural land. A substantial area of
farmland is being used by industrialization and urbanization. Land scarcity
relative to demand is showing up in accelerating more uses in land prices,
especially in urban areas including Dhaka City and surrounding Dhaka like

Narayanganj, Manikganj, Munshiganj, Narsingdi, Gazipur etc.

The Government has' formulated the “national land use policy in 2001 to
improving the land administration and management and providing guide lines
the land use and uses of char land. Distribution of char land among the land less
peoplé have special emphasis of this policy. Without the development of the
char people who are 5% of total population of the country national development
is quite impossible. Many of chars have extensive areas of grass land. These are
used as grazing lands for the cattle catkin grass which grows quite extensively
on chars during the early period of vegetation, is used as thatching material. In
some chars there are good prospects of send mining which can be properly

exploited to benefit from increasing demand for sand as a construction material.

»Overall Objective

Analyze the “National Land use policy 2001” with a view of finding out the

best use of char land.



Sbeciﬁc Obijectives

1. To analyze the “National Land use policy 2001 focusing distribution of
char land among the land less people.

2. To identify the principle cause of mismanagement of char land.

3. To asses land for the lows areldi‘hsistent to the benéfit of the char people.

4. To invesfigate how .for the present law and regulation are applied for the
benefit of the land for char people.

5. To forward as suggestion to instigate the problems of the people and char

land management as well.

Methodology

This policy evaluation';s mainly and overview of the existing “National Land
use policy 2001” with a view to assessing effectiveness of this policy. Depends
on the available seconvéiary data from different sources. The following
methodology has been followed:
¢ Reviewing the existing “National Land use policy 2001” of the
government of the peoples republic of Bangladesh.
¢ Reviewing the existing laws and circulars of the government about char
land ownership, record and distribution.
% Focused group discussion with DC, UNO, A.C. (Land) other officials and
landless farmer in the char.

% Key In format interviews with the all view land less people.



Limitation of the study

There were some limitation of the policy evaluation study these are follows :

1

Selection of the char for data collect was not done unbiasedly.

2. Time constraints. -
3
4

. Information derived from one single point can not reflect the whole

Data collection instrument was not pre tested.” '

country.



CHAPTER-2

Review of Literature

In ancient times, the conflict on alluvion and diluvion land was mitigated locally
by the usual provision of ownership and the accreted char land was treated as an
extension to the adjacent”owner.as a gift of nature. The local administrative
heads of a mouza of community used to determine thé Iownership of such lands.
In course of tﬁffle, increased population pressure led increased demand for these
lands and an institutional management of such lands was felt necessary by the
state authorities. It was realized that the title and possession of char land should
be settled under specific laws for better management of these lands. Enactment
of the Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion Regulation 1825 was the first historical
attempt towards thesg initiatives. Later of a number of acts, regulations and
executive orders were enacted. The important legal initiatives, in chronological
order, are the following:\

1. The Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion Regulation, 1825

The Bengal Alluvioh and Diluvion Act, 1847

The Bengal Alluvial Land settlement Act, 1848

The Bengal Alluvial (Amendment) Act, 1868

The Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885

The Bengal Alluvion Lands Act, 1920

East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act 1950 (Section 86 and 87)
President’s Order (P.O.) No. 135 of 1972

The State Acquisition and Tenancy (Amendment) Act 1994 (Act XV of
1994)

oAt o E s e O S et
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Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion Regulation, 1825

The Bengal Regulation XI of 1825 was passed on 26™ May 1825. The
regulation starts with the sentence “A regulation for declaring the rules to be
observed in determining claims to lands gained by alluvion, or by dereliction of

ariver of the sea.” Its preamble indicates the basic essence of the regulation.

Firstly, land gained by gradual accession from the recess of river or sea would

be considered as an accretion or increment to the e\tenure of the person to
e e .

whose land or estate it is thus annexed subject to the payment of revenue to the

crown.

Secondly, land or estate which has been bisected by sudden changes in river
course without any gradual encroachment separate a piece of land of an estate
without destroying the identity and being recognized clearly shall remain the

property of the original owner.

Thirdly, Char risen on the riverbed as a distinct island is not a property of and
individual; there is no diéit:inct link between the shore and the newly formed
land. This would be the property of the government by usage. However, If the
river channels forbadable at any season, the land would be considered as the
accreted or increment of the owner of the tenures of the persons whose estates

are most contiguous to it.

Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion Act, 1847

The regulation of 1825 did not cover all aspects of conflict resolution regarding
the alluvion and diluvion land. Therefore, the British Government enacted
another act in 1847. The main spirit of the act was to make field survey of the
- chars and islands to ensure the ownership rights of the government of such

lands.

11



Bengal Alluvial Land Settlement Act, 1848

The Bengal Alluvial Land Settlement Act, 1848 was the third step of the British
government to make the provision for alluvial land settlement. In fact, the
revenue of the accreted land, acquired by alluvial accession, was not clarified by

the previous act of 1847. So the government enacted this act.

The Bengal Alluvion (Amendment) Act, 1868 :

To make it more effective an amendment was made yon the act of 1847 on 8"
July 1868. ,’fhg act described the assessment provision of newly accreted land-
the island and it was needed to take decisions about the increment or extension
or the island would be considered as increment of the island and the
management would be same as that of the island and shall be equally vested at
the disposal of the Crown.

The Bengal Tenancy Act 1885

Enactment of the Bengall Tenancy Act 1885 was in fact an achievement of the
tenants of Bengal in terms of recognition of their rights and title on land.
Though the Zaminderi sygatém still continued, the act went much in favour of the
poor peasantry in establishing their lawful claims on land. Section 86.A
conferred the rights of the tenants on the diluvium land subject to reappearance

within 20 years of its erosion by the river.

The alluvial Lands Act 1920
To prevent the disputes which increased with the increase of population the

British Government enacted the Alluvial Lands Act 1920.

This act is more specific and clear regarding the rights and title of alluvial lands
of Bengal. It is interesting to note that for the first time the “alluvial land” was

defined under section 2 of the said act.

12



Definition of Alluvial Land

(a) “Alluvial land” means land which is gained from a river or the sea in any of
the ways referred to in the Bangal Alluvion and Diluvion Regulation, 1825, The
Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion Act, 1847 or the Bengal Alluvion (Amendment)

Act, 1868, and includes reformations in situ.

The State Acquisition aI;d Tenancy Act, 1950 ;

Further development was made under the State Ach;lisition and Tenancy Act
1950 through ;vhich the Zaminderi system was abolished and tenants became
the owners of the land. The sections 86 and 87 particularly present the right on

alluvion and diluvion land.

President’s Order 135 of 1972

It is the 4™ amendment of the SAT Act after the independence of Bangladesh
and passed on 4™ November 1972. The salient feature of the PO 135 is the
modification of the Section 86 of SAT Act 1950. The section 86 was substituted
regarding the abatement q?f rent of a diluvium land. The modification over the
previous section was that the ownership of the diluvium land would be bested to
the government. The government was empowered by this law to settle the land
after reformation to the people and the previous owners would get priority
during the settlement subject to the provisions of section 20 and 90. Another

important feature was the definition of the family in section 3.
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National Land Policy (Proposed)

The following reasons took primacy for initiating the formulation of a National

Land Policy:

(a) The Government has been taking serious initiatives to improve the land
management and administration systems. However, a more holistic reform
agenda of land governance éifstem in the countfy‘ought to be guided by a
coherent' mational land policy that deals with all major issues in a
comprehensive manner;

(b) A national land policy is expected to serve as an effective and convenient
tool for addressing all cross-cutting issues in a consistent and coherent way;

(c) A national land policy helps to ensure consistency of policy statements
pertaining to landé

(d) A national land iz)olicy can facilitate effective implementation and inter-
institutional coordination mechanisms; and

(e) A national land policy provides easy reference to users of the land policy.

The Government has formulated the National Land Policy statements in

accordance with its vision for establishing equitable, efficient and

environmentally sustainable land management and administration system.

According to the Land Use policy of 2001, landless victims of river erosion are
given priority for char land distribution. However, it is recognized that areas of
land that can be naturally gained through accretion processes may not be
significant enough to solve the problem of landlessness caused by river erosion.
Moreover, the government or land owners of the erosion level areas who stay

around their land usually face problems in regaining possession of the alluvium

14



land. This is mainly due to non-existence of efficient char land identification

and marking mechanism and widespread acts of land grabbing.

The previous owners of alluvium land shall be allowed to regain possession of
their land within the timeframe prescribed by law. The government will assume
ownership of alluvium land, if char land emerges from river or sea and there
was no owner of the land before; or the char has emerged after a lapse of the
time prescrlbed by law, 1rrespect1ve of whether there was an owner of the land
before. Such char, if deemed fit for settlement, shall be primarily used for the
purpose of alleviating the problem of landlessness. The ministry of land shall
issue guidelines for periodic diera surveying and recording of alluvium and
diluvium lines. The ministry of land shall also put an efficient mechanism to
implement the guidelines.

%
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Acts and Regulations on char land with salient features

Act/Regulation

Salient features

The Bengal Regulation
XI of 1825

Zz

Right and title on accreted land is ascertained.
Claims should be decided by local usage or

customs.

Separate rules should be adopted where local

usage is not established.

The Bengal Alluvion
and Diluvion Act, 1847

;}

Provision of survey of the chars and islands.
Provision of assessment of newly formed accreted
land.

Local revenue officers are empowered to take
control and settle newly accreted chars.

Revenue officers are protected by indemnity

clause against exercising of their power.

The Alluvial
Land . Settlement Act,
1848

Bengal

Revenue is ascertained on the accreted land.

Provision for settlement of the under raiyats.

The Bengal Alluvion

(Amendment) Act, 1868

Provision of settlement of newly thrown up char.
Provion of suit by any aggrieved party against the

settlement made by the collector.

The Bengal
Act, 1885

Tenancy

Provision of rights on diluvion land subject to
reappearance within 20 years.
Abatement of rent on diluvium and re-entry of

alluvium land.

The Alluvial Lands Act,
1920

Definition of alluvion land.
Preparation of map and survey of the attached

land is vested to the collector.

16




Collectors are protected by indemnity clause

against legal action.

The State Acquisition
and Tenancy Act, 1950

Abatement of rent on diluvion and re entry into
land that reappears.
Retaining of ownership on diluvion land up to 20

years.

Acquisition by the Sa];re of lands reappearing after

20 years.

.z :
Presidential Order 135
of 1972

Acquisition by the state at the time of diluvion.
Government is empowered to settle these lands
after reformation.

Previous owners get priority in getting settlement
subject to the provision of section 20 and 90.

Definition of family.

17




Tangail Sadar Upazila (Tangail District)

Total Upazila Summary

Land Use (Summarized) Area (Hectare) %
Agricultural Land 20054.02 62473
Char Land/Sand 722.06 2.26
Forest Land 71.60 0.22
Industrial Area 11.694 0.04
Rural Settlement & HV 6880.97 2152
Urban Built-Up Area 1305.32 4.08
Water Bodies 2923.27 9.14
Total Ly 31968.93 100.00

* Roads are merged with Rural Settlement & HV
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Land Use Data

Tangail Sadar Upazila (Tangail District)

Baghil Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 1007.65 47.29
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops |412.62 19.36

Beel 24.24 1.14

Boro 1,44 0.07

3 Canal 4.72 0.22

2130.87" ~ | Char Land/Sand 19.55 0.92

' Other Vegetation 4.53 0.21

Pond 8.50 0.40

River 24.28 1.14

Rural Road 5.44 0.26
Rural Settlement & HV 613.85 28.81

Seasonal Weterbody 4.07 0.19

!
) Danya Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
: Aman and Boro 955A19 42.82
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 395.91 19778

Beel s 0.35

Boro 46.53 2109

Char Land/Sand 851 0.16

Other Vegetation 1.00 0.04

2226.20 Pond 26.23 1.18

River 19.43 0.87

Rural Road 11.36 0551
Rural Settlement & HV 705 37 31.69

Seasonal Weterbody 5.89 0.26

Urban Built-up Area 49.71 2123
Vegetables 0.08 0.004
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Gala Union
Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman 0.47 0.03
Aman and Boro 413.91 25.85
Aman and Mixed Crops 3l 0.20
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 594.66 37.14
Beel 1.43 0.09
Brick-field 8.55 0553
Canal - 8.20 0.51
Char Land/Sand . 12.30 0.77
Chatal ' 0.29 0.02
< | Grass/Current Fallow 0.81 0.05
National Road G 0.50
1601.26 Other Vegetation 1.70 1L
Pond 12.41 0.77
Railway 4.88 0.30
River 18.03 s
Rural Road 6.47 0.40
Rural Settlement & HV 437.61 LR
Seasonal Weterbody 1.66 0.10
Urban Built-Up Area 13.60 0.85
Vegetables Sl 3.32
Gharinda Union
Area (Hectare) ‘General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman 0.81 0.04
Aman and Boro 5220 34.82
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 724.05 33.52
Beel e 0.36
Canal 1.58 0.07
Char Land/Sand 9.78 0.45
Important Places 4.14 0.19
National Road 6.24 0.29
2160.33 Other Vegetation 4.69 0.22
Pond 16.95 0.78
Railway 6.11 0.28
River 29.82 1.38
Rural Road 12.05 0.56
Rural Settlement & HV 555.14 25.70
Seasonal Weterbody 0:55 0.03
Urban Built-Up Area 28.26 1531
Zila Road 0:1E7 0.01

20




Hugra Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
"~ | Aman 128.91 3.50
Aman and Boro 1114.45 30.22
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 1315.44 35.66
Canal 2.80 0.08
Char Land/Sand 115835 Sil2)
3688.35 Mixed Use 42.11 1.14
Other Vegetation 2.14 0.06
_ Plantation i 0.19 0.01
., | Pond 3.69 0.10
River 216.12 5.86
Rural Road 3.08 0.08
Rural Settlement & HV 744.08 O
\ Karatia Union
Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 756.34 35.79
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 532.64 25.20
Brick-field 1.45 0.07
Canal , 3.56 (1)1
Grass/Current Fallow 0.80 0.04
Important Places 20.25 0.96
Industrial Area 11.69 0.55
Mango Garden 0.09 0.004
2113.38 National Road 12.21 0.58
Pond 36.14 171
Railway 2.52 0.12
River 25.64 1521
Rural Road 8.86 0.42
Rural Settlement & HV 632.56 29:93
Seasonal Weterbody 0.13 0.01
Urban Built-Up Area 64.40 3.05
Vegetables 0.74 0.03
Zila Road 3.3 0.16

21




Katuli Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 863.19 25:38
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 1581.78 46.51
Baor 59890 1.76
Beel 7.09 0.21
Char Land/Sand 183.04 5:38
: Fallow Land .~ 423 0.12
v [IMixed Use 6.09 0.18
Other Vegetation 1.06 0.03
Pond 9.60 0.28
3401.02  River 116.75 3.43
Rural Road 8.04 0.24
Rural Settlement & HV 553.80 16.28
Seasonal Weterbody 6.36 0.19
3
4 Kakua Union
Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman 168.24 4.05
Aman gnd Boro S18.77 12.47
Aman and Mixed Crops 946 0.23
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 632.59 15:21
Boro 115.95 2.79
4158.89 Char Land/Sand 232.61 5.59
Mixed Use 245.49 5.90
Pond 0.74 0.02
River 1785.54 42.93
Rural Road 0.94 0.02
Rural Settlement & HV 446.44 10.73
Seasonal Weterbody 1582 0.04

22




|

Magra Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 735.68 8556
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 689.50 33133
Beel 2.06 0.10
Boro 3571 173
Canal - 0.49 0.02
1 Char Land/Sand 756 0.12
2068.93" | Pond 9.46 0.46
River 22.36 1.08
Rural Road 8.69 0.42
Rural Settlement & HV 560.07 2007
Seasonal Weterbody 236 0.11
3
Mahamudnagar Union
Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 463.00 27.63
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 739.95 44.16
Canal 3.33 0.20
Char Land/Sand B2 4.40
Fallow Land 31.44 1.88
Other Vegetation 15.28 0.91
1675.73 Pond 1.02 0.06
River 96.70 S
Rural Road 2.03 0.12
Rural Settlement & HV 243 .41 14.53
Seasonal Weterbody 5.84 0535

23




Silimpur Union

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 291,71 14.74
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 1091.97 55.18
Baor 3.87 0.20
Boro 18.87 0.95
Char Land/Sand 44.62 295
1979.06 Grass/Current Fallow 1.17 0.06
Other Vegetation 30.05 152
7 [Rond 6.27 032
Regional Road 1.00 0.05
River 44.54 225
Rural Road 10.48 053
Rural Settlement & HV 432.78 21687
Seasonal Weterbody 2 0.09
!
Porabari Union
Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 520.16 31.84
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 642:52 39:33
Canal 0.44 0.03
Char Land/Sand 24.97 1553
Grass/Current Fallow 0.63 0.04
Other Vegetation 0.61 0.04
1633.64 Plantation 9.67 0:59
Pond 6.90 0.42
River 34.76 2.3
Rural Road 9.20 0.56
Rural Settlement & HV 379.42 2323
Seasonal Weterbody 3.89 0.24
Vegetables 0.48 0.03
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Tangail Paurashava

Area (Hectare) General Land Use Area (Hectare) %
Aman and Boro 914.27 29.20
Aman and Mixed Crops 16.43 057
Aman, Boro and Mixed Crops | 371.80 1R8T
Baor 23.10 0.74
Beel 5.44 0117/
Boro 9.81 0.31
Brick-field 2ll8) 0.07
Canal 3.33 0.11
. [ehaial 0.47 0.02
' » | Fallow Land 10.88 0535
: Grass/Current Fallow 1.63 0.05
313131 Important Places 23.83 0.76
Mango Garden 0.14 0.004
National Road 2908 0.07
Other Vegetation 0.69 0.02
Pond 90.39 2.89
Regional Road 23 0.55
River L7 2
Rural Road 14.96 0.48
Rural Settlement & HV 8O0 12.49
Seasonal Weterbody 15.83 0.51
Urban Built-Up Area [I62555 37.14
Vegetables 6.93 0.22
Zila Road GELS 0.20
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Case Study In Sadar Upazila in Tangail District

Five importarit Govt. policies were chosen for evaluation by the participants.
Team surma was assigned to evaluate the National Land Use Policy 2001 given
individual responsibility to each member of four member’s surma Team. I was
assigned to evaluate the char Land management system of the National Land
Use Policy 2001. iy

Evaluation of a policy is not a small issue. But our group surma planned to visit
Tangail district to do a case study with a view to'evaluation the assigned policy
and to get a practical experience. On 16-20 October 2016 the team visited
Tangail district and went through Focused Group Discussion (FGD), case study
and field visit.

During FGD with Deputy commissioner, Tangail UNO Tangail sadar A.C
(land), Tangail and other district level officers. Concerned departmental official
were present and spoke @;a_bout the practical scenario about char land. Local
union porishod chairman and members also cordially help us. Tangail situated
beside a major River Jamuna. It is old district. Value of the land increased due
to industrialization, rapid urbanization. On 16 October 2016 we went to Sadar
Upazila level stakeholders. Data from 15 individual landless char people are
derived and one FGD was done. The total area of Sadar Upazila is 31968.93 hc
sq. km and char land 712.06 hc. On the other hand the total area of the district is
3413.68 sq. km has having the population of 3605083 people. Before five years
this district has the arable land. Tangail was food surplus area now but have
decline trend in surplus amount in food production. The collected data reflects
that the thousands of people migrate every year due to river erosion. Char
people are mostly landless. They live beside the river and suffer mostly by

poverty and local landlords.
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Findings of the study:
As revealed from the case studies three things particularly act in the process of
deprivation and destitution of char people:
1. Displacement and dispossession due to river erosion.
2. Robbing, terrorism and other forms of violence are very common to
deprive char people.

3. Illegal occupation and grabbing of char land to use that for rent.

5 Y
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Recommendation:

Based on the analysis of the whole situation and discussions with may relevant

persons, the following suggestion are in order for consideration:

1

All accreted new chars should b undertaken by the government and protected
from illegal occupation of land grabbers. River eroded households should be
rehabilitated on the newly accreted chars and settled to their original

homesteads after reformation-of eroded lands.

. Diara survey of the alluvial an‘c.l“ accreted lands sbhyould be completed within

minimum gossible time. Security of the land officials should be ensured
during conduction of the survey and settlement of the lands. A char land
management committee should be set up both at the central and the local
level.

All char lands that are still under occupation of land grabbers should be
recovered immediately and distributed among landless households.

Duration of the claim of ownership on diluvion lands should be minimized
by taking opinion of :[he char people.

All sorts of confusion regarding the laws relating to alluvion and diluvion
lands should e removeg‘}

Misclassification of khas lands and transformation of paddy fields into
water-bodies (e.g. shrimp cultivation in coastal areas) should be stopped.
The current policy of the government in leasing out public lands for
agricultural purposes should be reviewed.

Measures should be taken to ensure security at the chars. Permanent police
stations should be set up and there should be all time supervision by the local
administration.

Physical and social infrastructures (roads, culverts, schools and colleges,
hospitals, union parishad) should be built and developed in the chars.

Support system needs to be instituted to provide relevant productive assets.
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Steps should be taken to control food. The government should acknowledge
that chars are “remote and vulnerable”.

9. A special session of the Parliament should be devoted to discus the whole
range of issues pertaining to identification and distribution of khas lands on
the char.

10.All political parties should clearly clarify their positions in their election

manifesto about the whole range of issues pertaining to the char land.

sy
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Conclusion:

Char lands are fertile and suitable for activities like cropping, poultry, goat
rearing, cow rearing, fishing and so on. Even, thee plantation may be a
profitable and suitable activity at the ch

ar. Due to high population growth with a limited territory of 14 million hectares
of land the issue of development of char land should be high on development
agenda. From this point of view, the settlement in the char may generate two
types of begeﬁts to the people concerned: accomrflgdation of the people and

employment (;i)portunify.

Over one half of the char people are in favor of initiating livestock activities like
cow, goat and poultry rearing while 90 percent are in favor of the opinion that
char lands may be used for generating employment opportunities by promoting

cultivation. N\
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