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Biocentric Resources in Our Indigenous Knowledge: Special Focus
on Bengali Proverbs

A S M Anwarullah Bhuiyan’

Abstract: According to biocentrisy, all living organisms have moral
status. At first, biocentric view has-been found in the Eastern religion
Jainism. In the West, the first prominent exponent to advocate this
notion was Albert Schwietzer. He introduces a view of reverence for life,
and all living beings have a will to live. In nineties, Paul Taylor presents
a sophisticated version of biocentrism. This article attempts to show
that our indigenous knowledge is full of biocentric resources. Bearing
this sense in mind, different section of this article searches conceptual
resources of biocentrism in our popular proverbs. Therefore, present
research come to the conclusion that different indigenous groups and
Jolk people are living and believing biocentrism as their means of belief
as well survival of daily life.

Introduction:

This article intends to show how proverbs and ethnic culture contains
biocentric ideas in their expressions and wordings. In doing so, present
article attempts to spell out the answer to this question: What functions
do Bengali proverbs and ethnic culture play in providing knowledge of
biocentrism? Section-2 of this article focuses a simple analysis of
indigenous knowledge. The second part-focuses on Bengali proverbs in
as much depth as possible to find out the reflection of biocentrism.

2.0 Biocentric Resources

There are different sorts of ethical theories in environmental ethics, which
can be divided into two major segments: the first one is termed as
anthropocentrism and the second one as non-anthropocentrism. Non-
anthropocentrism searches to find out an answer to this question: Who or
what has moral standing? In contrary to non-anthropocentrism, different
versions and forms of anthropocentrism uphold a view that only human
beings have moral standing. But, as a notion, it has been criticized by
many environmentalists. Commonly, the central point of this criticism
states that human superiority does not imply that other non-human beings
are of no value of life. In criticizing the view, critics also argue that each

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Jahangirnagar University, Savar,
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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of the non-human beings has intrinsic value. Having intrinsic value
requires that we should consider their interest to life.

What has moral standing? In order to understand the term biocentrism, it
is essential to find out the answer to this question. Already, we have been
shown that anthropocentrism concentrating weigh the value of human
beings only. But, the nature and its surroundings have important
component of human livings.-For example, in some way if we collapse
the inhalation of oxygen, human beings will not survive for a moment.
Oxygen as a component of nature helps human beings to survive. Without
taking care of this component of nature, it is quite impossible to continue
the life of human beings. Therefore, the value of human beings is not
meaningful without sharing help of other components of nature. As such,
it is wise to say that human beings, animals, living and non-living beings
of nature have survived themselves interdependently. Everything is
related to everything else.

Bio-centric journey has its origin from sentient beings. Those who have
sentience, they have right to live." And, therefore, it is morally wrong to
wantonly kill or torture or injure them. Right based ethicist Tom Regan’
argues the same points in a different way. He argues that all sentient
beings are subject-of-life. In favor of subject-of-life, he states:

"[It] involves more than merely being alive and more
than merely being conscious. ... individuals are subjects-
of-a-life if they have beliefs and desires; perception,
memory, and a sense of the future, including their own
future; an emotional life together with feelings of
pleasure and pain; preference- and welfare-interests; the
ability to initiate action in pursuit of their desires and
goals; a psychophysical identity over time; and an
individual welfare in the sense that their experiential life
fares well or ill for them, logically independently of their
utility for others and logically independently of their
being the object of anyone else's interests."

' Singer, Peter, 1975/1976. Animal Liberation, New York : Avon Books
?  Regan, Tom, 1983. The Case for Animal Rights, USA: University of California Press.
*  Regan 1983, p. 243.
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This view is relevant to animal rights. But, the concept of "subject-of-a-
life" criterion is the first theoretical basis of biocentrism. However, this is
true that Regan has failed to extend this view beyond the sentient being
only. He would have been a consistent environmental theorist if he had
held that not only animals but also beings those who can satisfy the notion
of "subject-of-life" have "inherent value." And, this inherent value would
be the only basis of biocentrism, a clue we have found in Regan's animal
right philosophy. -

This is in our mind that biocentrism is a life-centric view. It brings a view
that all living beings have inherent value. Because of their "inherent
value" all living organisms should be treated equally. Hence they have an
equal right to life. The bio-centric journey or extension of moral values
can be shown through the following diagram:

- Therefore moral
citone »| SEcibgis »| Animal Rights
Animal animal s
Life Therefore moral standing . .
R - »| is extended todife »| Biocentrism
Biotic Organism d

(Human beings + animal Therefore moral standing ;
e > ‘ Ecocentrism
+ biotic organisms + » is extended to nature :
nature)
Include Plant
Nature

Figure 1: Extension of morality
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The stages of expansion of life could be understood more clearly in the
following cycle :

More holistic
" More atomistic

Life-centered
ethics and it
emphasizes on
value of living
beings and
their equal
values as well.

Figure 2: Position of Biocentrism in environmental ethics

From the figure 1 and 2, we have got an impression that biocentrism
focuses on life. In addition, it also gives priority on intrinsic value of life.
However, the central tenet of biocentrism is very much relevant to life
and its intrinsic value.

Biocentrism focuses on "nature-centered living". Human beings are
inherently members of Nature. All the components of nature arg
integrated through the flow of life. However, biocentrism as a notion is
opposite to anthropocentrism. Therefore, it does not permit to use other
components of Nature for consumption of human beings; rather it
considers non-human species as equally valuable in Nature. For example,
we should protect natural beings or different species from extinctions.
However, this is clear to us that like other species or organisms, human
beings are also an integral part of world life cycle.

There are different expressions of biocentrism. In western tradition,
Aristotle’s virtue ethics is a philosophical basis of biocentrism. He
stresses that each of the life has inherent worth. A different version can be
found in Schweitzer's modern versions of life. His notion of "reverence
for life" is known as a most developed form of biocentrism. Paul Taylor's*
view is known as egalitarian biocentrism. It is biocentrism because it

*  Taylor, Paul, 1986. Respect for Nature, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
pp. 99-100.
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upholds that human are member of earth's community of life as the other
things are member of that community of life too. Even the survival of
cach member depends on its relations to other living organisms. It is
egalitarian, because this notion holds that every living being has equal
intrinsic value. It also agrees with the view that "all organisms have
teleological centers of life in the sense that each is a unique individual
pursuing its own good in its own way."* Biocentric pluralism argues that
life has different expression, and different expressions have different
degrees of values. It also upholds that only human should not be treated
as superior over the other living organisms. All organisms should be
treated as equal overall to other living organisms. Recently James
Lovelock and Lawrence develop a new form of biocentrism.

According to Lovelock, the earth is full of life and they have mutual
interaction. The term biocentrism is used in James E Lovelock's book
Gaia: a New Look at Life on Earth. He proposes a new formation of
hypothesis which holds a view that living and non-living organisms of
this earth® are closely connected to form a "self-regulatory complex
system"”. This regulatory process maintains the condition for life on the
earth. The same urge already has been found in the Humberto Maturana's
notion of autopoiesis.® It also indicates that the earth and its living
organisms have an interacting process that has an inter-dependent
relationship.

¥ Taylor, Paul, 1986, p.100.

¢ Lovelock, J.E., 1982. Gaia : a New Look at Life on Earth, Nature, Vol. 295, January

7:L

"Biocentrism" available in http://www.seas.harvard.edu/climate/eli/

Courses/EPS28 11/Sources/Gaia/Gaia-hypothesis-wikipedia.pdf.

*  Aristotle was pioneer of this notion. In his philosophy of natural philosophy. Aristotle
holds a view that every living being has capacity to develop by its own self.
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On the other hand, different expressions of biocentrism can be shown
here through the following diagram:

- Life is self-preserving L Gaia Hypothesis

All livings beings Albert Schweitzer
have a life

Biocentrism All living beings have
d [ Lo Paul Taylor
» either intrinsic value or

inherent value. Therefore,
they have equal right to life

Biodiversity is the only Leopold, Taylor,
value in nature and Sterba
K Extended to telos — every pe——

organism has a purposeful
directed life

Figure 3: Different versions of biocentrism

The diagram gives us an impression that all living components of nature
are equal, having their intrinsic or inherent value and having values
implies that they have a right to life. In that sense, biocentrism gives
emphasis on biodiversity and it assumes the highest value for living
organisms. As a notion, it also holds that all living organisms in the nature
are centers of life.

However, as a notion biocentrism has lots of inner force that can be useful
for saving the nature from dangerous anthropocentric worldview.
Though, we cannot avoid the drawbacks of this notion. Firstly, human
beings are treated from outside of natural process. In the same manner, a
serious dichotomy between human beings and nature has drawn sharply.
When biocentrists emphasize on "life" they consider it equally, but it
requires to consider that the difference between "life of human beings"
and "life of an ant" is important. In our daily life, while we are walking,
ploughing a land, hundred of worms, ants and various kinds of animal life
are being killed. But, none of a human right activist or biocentrists ever
claims that killing of "life" has occurred in agriculture which is one kind
of massacre. As we attribute the term genocide for the killing of the mass
people of Bangladesh in 71, in Herzegovina, in the second World War and
recently in Iraq, we do not consider the killing as such.

In fact, Nature and natural balance is not considered in biocentrism. In
natural system predation and killing are very simple phenomena for
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survival of the wild animal. Food cycle and natural process need to
continue only because of their mutual existence of life. Suppose, in a
forest if number of deer increase rapidly that would create food scarcity,
or causes of deforestation there. Therefore, other wild carnivores would
target them as a food, thus a balance of animals in the forest may be
maintained on the basis of mutual taking of life. Therefore, all the time
mutual interdependency is not a kind of solidarity, rather sometimes
hostility, conflicting competition, and adversarial as a means of natural
state of affairs.

Biocentrism considers ethical values which indicate to preserve the value
of environment. Such a view is problematic in the sense that living beings
are considered in biocentrism as central focus isolated from the whole
environment. Suppose, when we ask a biocentrist which of the value we
should have to give priority? Number of biocentrists would have possibly
to give emphasis on value of living beings. Hence, it may cause
conflicting relationship between living beings and environment. We
know there are lots of components such as stone, soil, sand, water,
mountain and plants, which are not treated in biocentrism as living
beings. The survival and existence of living beings cannot be thought of
a moment without helping of the other living and non-living beings. For
example, animal's life cannot exist without taking water. So, the claim of
Gaia hypothesis is accurately true that there is interactive relationship
between living and non-living organisms. In that sense biocentric
exposition is a contradictory ecological notion.

However, Irrespective of all sorts of criticism, biocentrism has lot of
significance. Firstly, the true versions of biocentrism can be found in
Indian religious scriptures, ethnic and indigenous knowledge. Therefore,
we may construe a new paradigm of biocentric environmentalism in
south Asian context on the basis of their local knowledge and religious
belief. Keeping this idea in mind; [ have searched two ethnic
communities: Oraons and Chakma, and Bengali proverbs as a conceptual
source of biocentrism.

2.1 Indigenous Knowledge

Indigenous knowledge is often been treated as an alternative knowledge
of modern scientific research. As a pattern of knowledge, indigenous
knowledge is local and has specialty to a given society that has particular
tradition of culture and convention. Sometimes our scientific knowledge
may have failed to facilitate the local problem, or may be harmful to our
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health, and environmental integrity. Ellen and Harris mention some
comprehensive characteristics of indigenous knowledge. However, local
knowledge, folk knowledge, ethno-knowledge and traditional knowledge
have often been known as indigenous knowledge. Sometimes, it is also
regarded as an approach of people's science.” Among the academics, the
importance of this science is gradually increasing. Some exponents
succinctly observed such an urge in these following lines:

"Knowledge produced by universities and research institutes
around the world is gathered, documented and disseminated in a
coherent and systematic way. The same should be done with
community-based, local or indigenous knowledge [which]
should be included alongside the more usual scientific
knowledge.""

However, indigenous knowledge has great contribution to the
development of our main-stream knowledge. In the case of maintaining
environmental integrity, indigenous knowledge has enough capacity to
reinforce it. Particularly, in our ethnic cult, proverbs and local knowledge
bear lot of ecological senses that are helpful to realize the nature.

Recent story of environmental degradation is a very well-concerned
phenomenon. Over consumptive attitude, industrialization, excessive usc
of fossil fuel, and processing of natural resources are the main reasons of
this degradation. Most of our indigenous knowledge acknowledges the
relationship between nature and humanity. But, our consumptive life
style, invention of new techniques for processing natural resources for
our use, burning the fuel, and discharging atomic energy are the factors
that have separated humanity from nature. Anthropogenic activities over
the last few decades have severely affected the relationship between
humanity and nature and life-supporting ecosystems. This is why it is
essential to go back to the indigenous life style.

This urge can be supported by Vandana Shiva's analysis. In her theory,
Shiva mentions that there are three economic policy: nature's economy,
sustenance economy, and market economy. Nature's economy and

9

Ellen, R. and Harris, H., 1996. "Concepts of Indigenous Environmental Knowledge
in Scientific and Development Studies Literature - A Critical Assessment", draft paper
East-West Environmental Linkages Network Workshop 3, Canterbury, pp.1. 3.

URL : http://lucy.ukc.ac.uk/Rainforest/SML _files/Occpap/indigknow.occpap_TOC.html.

" Brokensha et al. 1993. Indigenous Knowledge and Development Monitor, vol. 1(3).
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sustenance economy are the vital economies, but from the development
point of view market economy is the priority." Through the following
diagram, we can show these types of economies practice:

Market Economy >

-— _
Sustenance Economy

<+— Nature’s Economy ——*
2.

The Stable Constellation . The Unstable Constellation
of the Three Economies of the Three Economies

Figure 4 : Different Types of Economy"

Shiva views that market economy is the culprit for ecological crisis.
According to Shiva, environmental injustice comes to the scenario when
market economy is recognized as the basic economy. In the ideology of
development, natural products are brought into the market economy as
raw material for commodity production. In this case, reductionism
becomes the important characteristic, and natural resources are seen as a
commodity and means of production. Conservation is reduced to
"wilderness" management. Natural resources do not exist anymore
because of privatization and patenting.

There is another effective economic system known as sustenance
economy, which involves the economy of the two-thirds of the humanity
engaged in craft production, peasant agriculture, artisan fishing, and
indigenous forest economies. However, the sustenance economy is a
place where people work to provide the conditions necessary to maintain
their lives.

In terms of ecological sense, the first type of economic policy is despotic.
In this economic policy, the efficiency and productivity of industrial
agriculture, depletion of soils, exploitation of groundwater, erosion, and
extinction of biodiversity are happening in nature." Moreover, climate
crisis could lead to social and political conflicts in society while their
natural resources and survival are at stake. On the other hand, sustence
economy is anthropocentric. As a theory, anthropocentrism holds that
human beings are the most significant part of this world and that non-
human nature exists only to sub-serve human beings. From the value

Shiva, Vandana, 2005. Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace.
Cambridge, MA: South End Press, pp.13-72.

2 hiva, 2005: 52.
B Shiva. 2005: 32
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perspective, this notion holds that human beings are the center of all
values and all values originate from humans. The rest of the beings, i.e.
non-human and objects, have value only in relation to human beings.
Some exponents also believe that human beings are the higher creation of
this world, the rest of the creatures are the means of their survival.
Sustainable economic policy does not consider nature from the
perspective of ecological balance. Therefore, the present study likes to
reject such kind of economic policy as a source of human-centric
worldview.

Indigenous knowledge is consistent with the third type of economy:
nature's economy. In this regard, Shiva upholds it as the first economy.
Natural resources, through a complex network of ecological processes,
provide people's basic need. Nature's economy consists of the production
of goods and services by Nature. Such an ecological norm we find in our
indigenous knowledge and proverbs. An example can be given here from
Shiva's explanation. For example, she explores the living soil in her most
recent book, Soil Not Oil. She describes how soil has its own way to
fertilize itself and how important is the role of earthworms. Earthworms
contribute to soil fertility by maintaining soil structure, aeration, and
drainage. She quotes Darwin who was amazed at the role of earthworms.
The invisible work of earthworms shows an example of the importance of
nature with the complexities-in the economy." This view is also prevalent
in indigenous knowledge from a different perspective.

However, it may be a question whether indigenous knowledge is effective
or not for a course of time. An objection has come from Agarwal. He
argues that indigenous knowledge is local and emerges on the basis of
local people's beliefs. Sometimes these are constructed on the basis of
local people's irrational emotion as well as their common sense. Not only
that, indigenous knowledge is also scattered by nature. Agarwal states:

. indigenous knowledge is inherently scattered and local in
character, and gains it vitality from being deeply implicated in
people's lives, then the attempt to essentialize, isolate, archive
and transfer such knowledge can only seem contradictory.""s

To some extent, proverbs and indigenous knowledge are not only basic
but also authentic sources of knowledge. But, in both the perceptions, we

" Shiva, 2008, pp. 110-114.

15

Agrawal, A. 1995. Indigenous Knowledge and Development, Monitor, 3(3). 5.
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may get some clue of solutions of the problem. In fact. local people's
experience has value to construct a new knowledge. Not only that, most
of the local knowledges are eco-friendly. This is why, these two means
of knowledge have been chosen as the basis of biocentrism.

3.0 In this section, focus have been given on two means of indigenous
knowledge and proverbs.

3.1 Biocentrism in Bengali Proverbs-

In Bengali culture, proverbs and bachans have a common pithy use. It
contains local ways of thought, cultural conditions, local people's belief
and response to their nature and neighborhood. Proverbs are found all
over the world. Sometimes the knowledge and content of proverbs or
adages are all the same, but their meaning, significance and cultural
expressions are different in manners. However, allmost all the bachons
contain some comment about life, nature, and our social life based on
common sense or experiences of local people. If we seriously search the
inner meaning of a particular proverb, it is not difficult to find out the
cultural, social, ethical and religious belief of that particular area. Even,
historical, geographical and political bacl\ground of a particular nation is
also found on the proverbs.

In Bengali proverb, social reality is metaphorically expressed by using
nature and its objects. In most of the cases, these natural objects or
phenomena reflect the concept of life with animistic approach. Even the
plants and their medicinal impact on health are also expressed through the
proverbs. In one of the proverbs, it has been said that "neem jatha,
manush ki morey tatha" (if there is neem tree, there is no event of human
death).” This proverb reflects a view that the neem tree is very beneficial
and should be planted near house. Around the countryside, people have
enough consciousness for plantation of neem trees. Planting neem trees at
the south-side of a house is a provision of rural people. In Indian system
of treatment Ayurveda often called this tree as means of cure of all ills and
ailment (in Bengali it is often called "Sarva Roga Nivarini"). However,
neem has become a life-sustenance means in Bengali's culture.

We can refer another proverb: "Gacher bakol, mayer anchol"". In this
proverb bark of trees (gacher bakol) is being compared with the affection

16

Zamir. Muhammad. 2003. Anthology of Bengali Proverbs and Bachans. Dhaka:
Bangla Academy, p. 26.

7 Zamir, 2003. p.28.



N Biocentric Resources in Our Indigenous Knowledge: Special Focus on Bengali Proverbs
A S M Anwarullah Bhuiyan

and love of mother (mayer anchol). Naturally the bark of the tree can
protect the trees life; similarly, every mother loves her children. In
Bengali culture ancala is the marginal side of woman's cloth. Acala has
often been referred to as kindness and affection of mother. Here, bark has
been compared with ancala. This comparison reflects an idea that
mother's affection is a requirement for childrens development; similarly
bark is the protection of the life of trees. Both the cases the importance of
life has taken a place.

We may follow some proverbs which have got significance of meaning in
life:

(i) "Jaar achey mati, tarey nahi aati" ( if anybody has land/ no body can
defeat him)

(i) "Jodi hobey khatti/ tabey ho mati" (soil has capacity of tolerance)."

Both the proverbs explore an important significance. Firstly, in Bengali
culture land is a symbol of power; it can make people strengthen in any
respect. Secondly, soil/land in Bengali culture is the symbol of tolerance:
all-enduring and the sources of all life. Trees, grain, vegetables and many
esséntial things are produced there. We harvest crops by ploughing
land/soil. Land is also greening the world which maintains the life for all
living beings on earth. But, she does not keep herself aloof from us in any
reasons from her affectionate contribution.

These adages also suggest that a person should be as tolerant as the soil.
In Bengali's life, the 'tolerance' and 'life' are used dynamically. That also
reflects its mystical thought of pattern. If we focus on the three main
religious beliefs, we will (Tantric/Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam) find
tolerance that has historically influenced the people of this region. Veda,
particularly the views of Rig-Veda is source of Nature and life. It
explained beauty of Nature and life which extremely brings poetic values.
Most verses of Rigveda recall the name of Natural elements such as
water, earth, air, rain, sun and light. Rita and Varuna represent the law and
governor of this cosmos respectively. As a law of the Universe, Rita
governs cverything in this Universe spontancously. The universe cannot
be manifested without playing that role of Rita. In Veda the deity Varuna
is a lord of Rita. He keeps the Universe in order and under His control.
The heaven and earth are held together. In Veda, the deity Varuna

' Zamir, 2003, pp. 32, 35.
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represents as a conscious force of balancing and ordering of the natural
forces in environment.

The central point of Buddhist ethics is respect for life. The karma of
sentient being can alter the Nature. Karma in Buddhism fosters the
relationship between mental and physical activities. In fact, Buddhist
karma-based ethics depends on the principle of ahimsa (non-violence)
and respect for life. The first principle ahimsa suggests not killing or
injuring any form of life, and the second principle is to respect for life. It
does not imply only to respect for human beings, but it also refers to the
respect for all sorts of manifestation of life on the earth. The most
important thing in Buddhism is purification of mind and actions. If one's
mind is purified, certainly his/her actions must be purified. Such
purification helps one to lead a more peaceful life in relation to Nature.

The central point of Jainism is not so far from Vedic and Buddhist
tradition. Ahimsa is common in all of the Indian religious tradition. Life
and Nature appears in Jainism with a great tie. In the proclamation of
Mahavira: "One who neglects or disregards the existence of earth, air,
fire, water and vegetation disregards his own existence which is entwined
with them." According to them, all forms of life are mutually
interdependent. The term Parasparobagraho jivanan refers to
interdependency. They hold a view that life is an integrated form as they
terms it Parasparopagraho jivanan. All components of living earth belong
together and they are bound in a mutual relationship.

Hinduism and Jainsism also have become the main resources of our
thought construction. In the name of Vokti (reverence) and mystic
propagation of Vaishnavism, Sohjiya and sufi traditions in fact reveal the
notion of dignity towards creatures. Belief of tolerance can be found in
their vegetarian insight. They do not accept meat, fish, and egg in their
food-menu. But, they also acknowledge vegetable plants as living things.
Vaishnav tradition had got this lesson from the life of Krishna. In the holy
Bhagavadgita Krsihna utters that if anybody entertains Him with love and
devotion of vegetarian food, He will take it. It reflects a view that
Vaishnavism has received this insight from Bhagavadgita. However, the
lesson of Vokti tradition brings two things: firstly it teaches us to lead our
life according to the standard of conduct and morality; secondly it takes
into consideration "life of all living beings". However, vokti in this area
teaches us to live in harmony with the universe. In the inner sense of the
above proverbs (i & ii ) brings the same sense that is ingrained in
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Voktivada. At a time it teaches us to lead a life with tolerance and get
importance in life. In fact these two proverbs would be a suitable example
of biocentrism which reflects on social and Natural sphere.

The social life is also reflected in many Bengali proverbs. The following
proverbs can be mentioned in this regard :"
(1) "Ajharo kola bajaroto jai" ( If planted in Ashar, a banana plant
has a bumper harvest)
(i)  "Ashini kurostey osta nashtam" ( if it rains in Ashwin, it
destroys the harvest)
(iii) "Maghey mukhi, Falguney chukhi/ Chaitey lata/ Baishakhey
pata." (One should plant arum during Magh for best results.
Planted either in Chaitro or Baisahakh, the plant will have more
leaves than vegetables content.)

All these proverbs are related to our agriculture. Through these, people
can realize the time-table of their harvesting. The inner meaning of these
proverbs also brings a sense that natural seasons and productivity are
identical in terms of harvesting crops. In other words, life is determined
by Nature. If we cultivate particular crops in odd-season it will not give
us proper and satisfactory result. It.implies that the strength of life and its
reproductive force are determined by Natural system. These proverbs
establish an experience based knowledge aroused from mass people
within their direct study of Nature.

Present study has used in the questionnaires some significant Bengali
proverbs. Here, I have taken 30 people from different groups. At the
beginning, I classified these groups into three: each group included ten
people both educated and illiterate. The first group consisted of graduates,
the second group was below matriculation and third group was illiterate.
The following tables show the Bengali proverbs that are used in the
questionnaires :*
Table 1: Public response to the proverbs

Education level profession Total Number Equivalent | Percentage
Answer

Graduate School Teacher | 10 8 80%

Under matriculation Land Lord 10 7 70%

illiterate Farmer 10 9 90%

¥ Zamir, 2003, pp. 222, 223.

See index -1
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Some proverbs can be mentioned here which represent the "life" and
biocentric approach:

(iv) Jotro Jiva Totro Shiva (Where there is life there is Shiva).?!

Bengal was a part of greater India before 1200 A.D and most of the
people were the followers of Vedic or Budha religion. The concept of
Shiva and Sakti are much adored in this local area. Shiva is also a symbol
of sakti (power).”” On the other hand, Jiva means a living being. Shiva is
the cause of mukti (salvation) as well the cause of bondhan (bondage) of
this jiva. Sometimes, Shiva plays the role of the creator of jiva. In order
to get the kind of Lord Shiva, at first Jiva knows the pattern of his
relationship with Shiva. He realizes the prana (life) in his body and Shiva
exists within that life. Prana (life) and body are identical. If there is no
prana, there is no life or Shiva. Without life, the body is only corps and
that body cannot perform any activities even. In the proverb, the name of
heavenly deity Shiva and jiva for life has got importance.

(v) "Kaley ful no poya pani, dhanmora adho beej jobani"

In this Bengali proverb, life of crops has got great emphasis. The proverb
reflects a view of agro-based agriculture: It means that if we do not
irrigate the paddy plant at the time of their growth, it affects production
of the rice seeds within their kernels.

(vi) "Jiban jiban anne" (Life brings life/There is no life without life)

This proverb shows connectivity amongst lives - a life, how tiny it may
be co-exists with each other, and an integral part of the total life-cycle on
earth. One life enhances the other life. If there is no life, and no
interdependency, it is quite impossible to think a life.

The conception of life and its connectivity appears in this proverb as the
life science already has proved. To the above proverbs a group of people's
responses are made through the following table:

Rahman, Muhammad Habibur, Bachon O Probachon ( Sentence and Proverb).
Dhaka : Somoy, p. 65.

2 Sivananda, Sri Swami, 2000. Lord Siva and His Worship, Uttar Pradesh, India : The
Divine Life Soceity, p. URL : WWW site: http://www.SivanandaDlshq.org
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Table 2: Public response to the proverbs ( iv, v, vi)

Education level profession Total Equivalent Answer Percentage
Number
Graduate School 10 9 90%
Teacher
Under matriculation | Land Lord 10 7 70%
illiterate Farmer - 10 8 . 80%

Comparison between two sets of proverbs can be shown in the following:

3 School Teacher
Farmer
{0 Land Lord

1 2 3

@ Graduate School Teacher
@ Under matriculation Land Lord
Qilliterate Farmer

Figure 2 : For Table 2

Figure 1 and 2 shows some data of public response to proverbs. The first
table contains some issues of agricultural experiences of common people.
In this process, farmer involvement is direct, therefore, the importance of
life and agro-learning are affirmed by this group of people. Where land
lord and school teacher (here, I took interview of 10 teachers from non-
urban arcas/ village area) do not keep enough knowledge in this regard.
But, in the second table, most proverbs are involved with our spiritual or
mystic knowledge. In this regard, school teacher are more familiar with
this proverb and their respondent percentage is high compared to the
group of people of farmers. It means proverbs have some sensitive
responses; accordingly such responses are coming from a particular
group of people. For example, knowledge on agricultural seasons and its
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correspondent crops are very much essential for farmer. In a similar
manner, school teacher are involved with the processes of knowledge.

Now, we will focus on some other Bengali proverbs which reflects a view
of blood relationship. In the social life, these relationships affirm in our
various scripts and literatures. Blood connection implies a view of mutual
dependency and relationship. It is common in our rural life that a
neighbor might look after his relatives as well as the children of neighbor.
Not only that sharing pain and pleasure, inviting on different ceremonial
occasions, exchanging ideas and advice, seeking cooperation in casc of
danger are very common phenomena in our daily life. In our rituals,
customs and belief such neighborhood are also affirmed in the context of
Nature. However, in the context of nature, neighborhood implies
interdependency of different natural objects. This interdependency is the
essence of biocentrism. For example, we can look into the following
proverbs: ‘

(i) " khet lakhirey airona, ma lakhirey chairona"*

The proverb reflects a view that nobody should leave his or her land and
mother in any circumstance. Land can serve his her desire for food; on the
other hand mother would serve his /her family's well-being. However, the
inner meaning of this proverb is related to the significance of relationship.
We can mention another one:

(ii) "Macher panitey lau barey/ dheno matitey jhal barey"*

In this proverb, it has been advised that the gourd plants grow better if
anyone pours fish-washed water on their roots. Similarly, it is being
advised in the second phrase that fermented paddy should be used as
fertilizer for the chilly field. However, appropriateness of natural
components and their proper way of growth are being emphasized here.
To some extent, inter relevancy or interdependency of objects of nature
are the key.

4.0 Concluding Remarks

Indigenous knowledge and proverbs both have a particular role in
developing a sense and responsibility towards nature and its fellow
beings. In proverbs, we have found lots of ideals and advice to preserve
the Nature and life of animals. Here, it is necessary to mention that the

H# Zamir. 2003. p.182.
% Zamir. 2003. p.182.
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Bengali and its different ethnic society's social structure is dependent on
solidarity and integrity. This approach can be found in our proverbs and
also in religious beliefs of the ethnic community. In order to achieve their
goal, Bengal people use their proverbs. A common and popular use of
proverb is "when you face any problem seeck help from your relative,
neighbors or others without any embarrassment." However, proverbs
represent life, social solidarity, and also reflect public experiences, their
customs, conventions and the way of looking at their social and natural
surroundings.

This article has shown that through proverbs we reflect our attitudes
towards society, nature and people's values. In the context of
environmentalism, Bengali proverbs have much significance and
important roles to express their biocentric outlook. Some selected
proverbs mentioned in this article have conveyed specific values. From
this analysis, this article comes to a conclusion that proverbs can play
essential role in our rea of life situation, as such, it can help us make a
sense of ecological perception. In construing biocentric ecological sense,
some proverbs are more effective than any other normative or
pedagogical means. That outcome of proverbs comes from the experience
of the local people. On the other hand, the proverbs mentioned in this
article are considered as a corner stone of the Bengali culture and social
life as well.
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Abstract: The main objective of the Government is to achieve poverty
reduction through economic growth. To accomplish that goal, the importance
of an effective and efficient communication system can not be overstated.
Hence the road and transport sector is one of the topmost priorities of the
government. For last five years the average contribution of road and
communication sector to GDP has been 10.6 percent. During that period the
growth rate of the sector was 8.04 percent. Target has been fixed 1o elevate
the GDP growth rate at 8.2 percent in 2015-16. To achieve this goal,
transport and communication sector's contribution to GDP should be 11.8
percent and to have a sectoral growth rate of 10.5 percent in 2015-16. For
materializing the vision of achieving a higher growth trajectory, a sustainable
road communication system is essential for Bangladesh.

The major obstacles for achieving a sustainable road communication system
in Bangladesh inciude increased resource demand for maintaining a widely
distributed highly priced road network; distortion of model balance among
different communication modalities due to disproportionate growth of road
transport; investment imbalance because of competing demands from so
many development projects; delimiting of new road construction due to the
above mentioned constraints. Through rapid implementation of the
'Integrated Multimodal Transport Policy' and thereby ensuring balanced
investment in the communication sector may alleviate some of the problems.
Strategy should also include regular and periodic maintenance, priority
based resource allocation for repairing projects, ensuring public private
partnership for road development and maintenance, devising and
implementing a policy for toll collection from roads and bridges, updating
motor vehicle registration fees, and above all introducing an effective 'road
pricing' mechanism as well as having a permanent resource supply base for
road construction and rehabilitation. Bangladesh can have a sustainable
road communication system by adopting the aforesaid initiatives.
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Abstract: Land is an important dsset on which fulfillment of our
all basic needs like food, clothing, habitat, etc. depends directly
or indirectly. Its proper management, justifiably, relates to ensure
the fulfillment of those basic needs. But land management system
in Bangladesh, as a legacy of colonial administration, is neither
people oriented nor goal oriented but a revenue based one. It is
one of the most complicated and public sufferings-prone sectors.
Even after so many years of the independence, insignificant
development has been made in this regard. This paper identifies
management weaknesses in preparing ROR, Mouza Maps,
maintaining records of land ownership, processing of ransfer of
ownership i.e. registration and mutation. It finds that current
traditional land management system is complicated, time-
consuming and involves personal discretionary decision process
- which affects transparency and accountability. The paper
recommends that an integrated single data-base on land holdings
and ownership, registration and transfer under one single
umbrella would reduce public sufferings, facilitate ensuring
transparency and accountability: reduce land related disputes
and contribute to overall development process of the country.

Introduction:

Land is an important asset on which fulfillment of our all basic needs like
food, clothing, habitat. ctc. depends directly or indirectly. Its proper
management, justifiably, relates to ensure the fulfillment of those basic
needs. But land management system in Bangladesh, as a legacy of
colonial administration, is neither people oriented nor goal oriented but a
revenue based one. It is one of the most complicated and corruption-
prone sectors. Even after so many years of the independence,
insignificant development has been made in this regard.

' MDS (Joint Secretary to the Government). BPATC. Savar. Dhaka:
Senior Asst. Secretary. Cabinet Division. Bangladesh Secretariat
* Office Supervisor, BPATC. Savar, Dhaka:
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Despite a number of land reform programmes taken by the Government
of Bangladesh since its inception, management of land still remains one
of the complicated tasks for the government of Bangladesh. Reform
initiatives including promulgation of Presidential Order (PO) 96/1972,
PO 98/72, promulgation of Land Reform Ordinance, 1984, promulgation
of Non-Agricultural Khas L.and Management and Settlement Policy, 1995
and Agricultural Khas Land ‘Management and Settlement Policy, 1997
made to ensure the best use of land. In addition, a number of projects
namely computerized land management system as a pilot project,
implementation of Computerized LLand Ownership as a pilot project, land
record archiving and automation of record room at the Office of the
Deputy Commissioner, Manikganj, preparation of mouza map and
khatian of the five mouzas of Savar upazila and digital database of Dhaka
city land records were implemented but none of them made sustained
impacts as originally planned. All these efforts were in different locations
and were implemented separately where there was a clear lack of
coordination. Although efforts were seen at a regular interval to
streamline the land management including promulgation of various laws
and rules at different times but implementation of rules and regulation
were not so evident. In addition, there was a clear lack of proper database
in case of preparation of land records that is, records of rights (ROR) and
Mouza Maps, transfer and registration and updating ROR through
mutation etc.

1.1 Objectives

Land Management covers a plenty of activities like, maintaining records
relating to ownership, transfer of ownership, right to use, access to use,
records of land characters and so on; which is one of the core businesses
of the state. Ensuring citizen's entitlement, ownership rights, rights to
use, rights to access are the constitutional responsibilities of the state.
Bangladesh inherited a traditional land management system which is
mainly dealt with by manual process and procedure. Because of
traditional process and procedure land management is affected by the
personal discretion, authority and decisions which makes the system
ineffective, non-responsive and unfriendly to the service recipients.
Against this backdrop, this article is attempted keeping in view to
achieving the following objectives:

e identify the major weaknesses in the process of preparing ROR
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and Mouza Maps, transfer and registration of ownership of land
and updating ROR through mutation,

® identify the areas of digitization and find the ways which can
reduce land related problems; and

e find the ways to ensure transparency, reduce corruption, public
sufferings and make land records accessible to the beneficiaries
and stakeholders. "

1.2 Rationale

As land is one of the most valuable physical assets of mankind so the
development of a country depends largely on the manner this resource is
managed. Major development activities of a country such as poverty
alleviation, agriculture and food security, shelter and housing, natural
resource management etc. all are closely linked to the factors of land and
how the land is managed. Without sound management of land it is very
difficult to meet the goals of development. Present land management
includes preparation of ROR and mouza maps, transfer and registration
of land due to sale or any other forms of transferring ownership and
updating ROR through mutation and other.day to day activities relating
to ownership, rights, entitlement, use and access to land. Among them
ROR and mouza maps are prepared through the process of survey and
published by DLRS and handed over to Deputy Commissioners, Upazila
and Union Land Offices for land management between two surveys are
conducted. Records are used either for the implementation of land use
policy or settlement of khas land or updating ROR through mutation as a
consequence of any transfer or registrations.

Due to lack of proper land database and faulty updating of records
sometimes a single picce of land is transferred several times to different
persons leading to land litigation. Due to complex process and lack of
coordination among different departments responsible for land
management, it is not casy to have access to the land matters by the land
owners to get the real picture of their land. At the same time, more time
and money are to spend to get the information as well as service.

Introduction of digital land management system can facilitate the
management authorities to maintain records with less cost, time and
human resources. Digitization can facilitate the service recipients to
obtain information quickly. At the same time, with updated data
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coordination among the departments involved in land management will
be easier which will eventually lead to a transparent and efficient land
management. With transparency and efficiency it will be easier to serve
the people best as well as to implement different land use policies of the
government. This paper attempts to identify the weaknesses of land
management particularly the problems of existing ROR and mouza maps,

problems in the process of preparing ROR and mouza maps, problems of
transferring and registering land as well as updating ROR through
mutation. For a better land nianagement including recording, transferring,

registering and updating records through mutation the use of modern
technology through digitization for the optimum use of land.

1.3 Methodology

The study is based on secondary data and information. Relevant books,
Journals, periodicals and daily news papers have been consulted to have
a conceptual framework. Data regarding weaknesses and areas of
improvement through digitization have been collected mainly from
experiences of the field level personnel involved in the process of land
management. Intensive searches have been made especially for sharing
the experiences of digitized land management across countries.

2.0 Historical background of land management in Bangladesh

The present land management system in Bangladesh is the legacy of
colonial land administration which was neither people oriented nor goal
oriented but a revenue based one. The land revenue system was first
introduced at the time of Hindu Rulers of ancient India. Sher Shah
introduced a regular system of land measurement together with the
assessment and collection of revenue. He worked on land record survey
from 1540 to 1545. Then Akber, the great Mughal Emperor introduced a
universal and standard way of land record and survey (Debnath: 2000:
16).The British established an elaborate system of land survey and
registration based on the concept of net assets. In 1793, the Permanent
Settlement Regulation vested rights to own land to a class of Zaminders.
From 1888 to 1940, a Cadastral Survey (CS) of undivided Bengal created
the original record of land rights. This is often still accepted as evidence
by modern courts.

In 1947, the then Pakistan continued with a version of the net assets
system but this declined in importance due to reduced frequency of
settlements and poor maintenance of land records. After the enactment of
The State Acquisition and Tenancy Act. 1950, the Zamindari system was
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abolished. State Acquisition Survey was conducted from 1956 to 62.
based on the CS blueprint. Although revisional settlement operation
commenced in 1965, but progress was very slow and by 1995 it had only
been completed 10% of all thanas. (The Daily Star: 2006). In this
procedure the preparation of land records are entrusted with the
Directorate of Land Records and Survey (DLRS) with the direct
supervision of Zonal Settlement Officer. After preparation, land records
are handed over to the collector and Upazila and union land offices. In
between two settlement operations the land records are updated by the
Assistant Commissioner (Land) as a result of sale or any other form of
transfer under the supervision of Deputy Commissioner.

Immediate after the liberation of Bangladesh, a number of initiatives were
taken for streamlining land management. In 1972 through the
promulgation of Presidential Order-98/1972 a ceiling of 100 standard
bighas was established and The Bangladesh Land Holding (Limitation)
Rule, 1972 was made for the recovery of access land with a view to
distributing excess land among landless. In 1984 promulgation of the
Land Reform Ordinance limited future land acquisition to 60 bighas
whilst retaining present ceiling of 100 bighds. Benami (not in real name)
transfer were outlawed. legal recognition to the rights of sharecroppers
was given for the first time and sharecropping was established as the
admissible form of tenancy contract.

In 1988, Cluster Village Program started resettling landless people but the
success is also a very little. In 1997, a new Agricultural Khas Land
Management and Settlement Policy was introduced for providing land to
the landless for ensuring justice and equity. Recently government has
decided to provide land to the landless as part of land reforms. In 2004
Registration Act has been amended to minimize corruption and reduce
litigation in the case of registration imposing some compulsion upon
registrar to register a piece of land or any other documents. The present
government has declared in the charter of change namely Vision 2021 at
page 10 that "All records will be computerized and a land reform
commission will be formed to ensure increased production and social
Justice in the distribution of land and water resources".

2.1 Legal Basis of Land Management

Land management is a complex matter which is operated and controlled
by a number of laws. Among them The State Acquisition and Tenancy
Act, 1950 is treated as the mother law for land management. To comply
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with the objectives of the said act Tenancy Rules, 1955 is the
supplementary rule. Rule 26-35 of the Tenancy Rules, 1955 are used to
prepare the Record of Rights, section 116 and 117 of The State
Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 is used to update the land records
through the amalgamation and separation of holdings respectively.
Survey Act. 1935 is the mother law for survey and settlement operation
which is supported by the Survey and Settlement Manual, 1935 and
Technical Rules on Survey, 1957 (Mia: 2003: 31-97). Transfer and
registration of any land is done as per Registration Act (Amendment),
2006 which is supported by Registration Rules (Rahman: 2006). All these
acts and rules are supported by some other substantive rules and
regulations.

3.0 Understanding Digitization of Land Management

This article uses the conventional definitions of various concepts relating
to land management as clarified below:

3.1 Land

According to The Concise Oxford Dictionary, 'LLand' means the 'solid part
of the earth's surface'. The word 'land' is also defined in subsection 16 of
section 2 of The State Acquisition & Tenancy Act, 1950 as 'Land means
land which is cultivated, uncultivated or covered with water at any time
of the year. and includes benefits to arise of land, houses or buildings and
also things attached to the earth, or permanently fastened to anything
attached to the earth' (Alam: 2007: 172)

3.2 Land Management

Traditionally, land management refers to i. preparation of land records
specifying the characteristics of land holdings (e.g. high land. low land.
paddy land, household land etc.), ownership and use of land: ii.
registration of transfer of ownership by selling, donating by any other
legal forms of transfer: iii. mutation, i.e. establishing records of rights and
maintenance of records of rights. These three basic functions of land
management in Bangladesh are performed by the Directorate of Land
Records and Survey (DLRS), Department of Cooperatives and Registrar
and Deputy Commissioner under different ministries. These three
departments are not mutually accountable, rather, they work
independently.

Land Management includes preparation of ROR, maintenance of ROR,
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implementation of land reform programs, assessment and collection of
land development taxes, settlement of agricultural and non-agricultural
khas lands and char land, maintaining the ceiling of land. recovery of
excess land. management of public easement on land and sairat mahal,
implementation of National Land Use Policy and other day to day
functions of land management authorities.

Land management means the cxisting day to day and routine state
interventions and regulations in the existing land system of a
country/state/province. In other words, good land management tries to
improve the existing land related practices and processes within the
overall relation existing between the population, the land, and the state'
(Siddiqui: 1997: 2).

International Journal of Land Management (1996) has defined Land
Management as the 'means by which the resources of the carth with
particular reference to land and all that is contained upon and below, is
managed. The management includes the collection of data about land, the
processing, analysis and presentation, followed by the decision to its use
as dictated by imposed rules and regulations related to its ownership.
valuation, rights, registration and its impact on the
environment'.(Siddiqui: 1997: 3).

Modern land management is not limited to these three activities rather it
comprises use of land, development of land, protection of land texture,
maintain characteristics of land holdings to sustain environmental.
ecological balance, social and cultural heritage and sustainable economic
development. Traditional manual and revenue-oriented land management
cannot address all those issues. Thus, use of I'T and modern technology in
cach and every step of land management is imperative.

3.3 Land Record Management

Land record management means preparation of ROR with mouza map.
updating ROR through mutation and maintenance of ROR.

3.4 Digitization of Land Management

Digitization is the process of converting information into a digital format.
In this process text and images can be digitized similarly: a scanner
captures an image and converts it to an image file. In the process of
digitization continuously variable signal is changed, without altering its
essential content, into a digital signal. In case of digitization of land
management we mean all the present land records including ROR and
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mouza maps will be stored into computer without altering any data,
further preparation of ROR and mouza maps will be done with the use of
modern technology like Document Management and Retrieval System
and Geographical Information System. After getting ROR and mouza
maps will be supplied to other offices related to land management
through online.

A data base having a interdépartmental compatibility standard will be
created and will be stored in different offices related to land management.
Data base will be in a form where everybody will be able to share the
information but not to make any change in the data except the authorized
personnel involved in the process of land management. The process of
registering a land and updating ROR either as a consequence of sale or
any other form of transfer will be completed with the use of modern
technology. After registering a picce of land data will be sent to AC
(Land) through online and it will be automatically updated by the AC
(Land) as a routine work. After getting the work done a copy will be
stored in a soft form and another copy will be stored in the form of
hardcopy.

The database of land records will be connected to the databases of
different offices relating to land management and web addresses will be
created for cach department and it will also be connected to the internet.
where the people will be able to search, locate. view and download
government reports, studies, computer software, data files and databases.

4.0 Problems of Land Management in Bangladesh

Land management in Bangladesh bears a colonial heritage which is very
complex with archaic terms and conditions and there is a general lack of
land holder's confidence in all sectors of land management. The major
areas of land management are preparation of ROR and mouza maps,
updating ROR. identification of khas lands, khas water bodies. khas
ponds, vested property, abandoned property. unused land under different
government offices, monitoring the land ceiling as prescribed by
differential presidential orders. Among them ROR and mouza maps are
prepared and published by the Directorate of Land Records and Survey
(DLRS), updated by AC (Land) as a consequence of sale or any other
forms of transfer which is registered by the office of the Sub-Registrar.
So the functions mentioned above broadly categorized as record keeping.
settlement and registration of land which is done by legally constituted
three separate departments under three different ministries.
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Among them, Directorate of Land Records and Survey (DLRS) under the
ministry of land prepares and process land record: record keeping and
updating records is dealt with by the Deputy Commissioner, where as
registration is done by the Sub-Registrar which is supervised by the
office of the District Registrar. Those supervising authorities are
controlled by the Ministry of L.and and the Ministry of Law. Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, Ministry of Public Administration and the Cabinet
Division. Activities of preparing records, maintaining records. updating
records. registering land by different authorities are the causes of lack of
effective coordination at all stages of record keeping and registration
which is the key problem for land management.

Secondly, ownership rights are being prepared with the appointment of
contract basis seasonal workers. There are shortages of properly trained,
experienced and educated personnel like Chainman, Surveyer Supervisor
cte. In addition, there is a clear lack of transparency in the process of
preparing records. As they are not the permanent staff, it is difficult to
ensure their accountability. The records are maintained by two different
offices. At the lowest tier. the function of record keeping is the
responsibility of union land office. while registration is done by the Sub-
Registrars, and a different office handles the issues of settlement. As land
records are prepared, maintained and updated by different offices, it
becomes difficult to ensure in time disposal of disputes. Multiplicity of
documents regarding land records is a common phenomenon leading to
further complexity. As a result, the absence of an updated, systematic and
universally accepted source of information on land resource availability
and land rights lie at the root of much of the problems associated with
land and its reform programs.

Thirdly. the process of land management is time consuming and complex.
This is probably due to the absence of or minimum use of modern
technology and traditional attitude of the personnel involved in the
process of land management. Due to the use of traditional method there
is no updated land database. In the present system. there is no appropriate
process to identity an inheritor of land. Because birth and death registers
were not maintained for identification of inheritance. Officials are to
depend on local government bodies where registers of birth and death
were also not maintained.

Fourthly. deed writing process is too old continuing since the Mughal era.
Land registration is totally done manually. Lack of sufficient registers is
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also a common phenomenon in land registration offices. Due to lack of
use of modern technology there is no land database regarding the land
registration. Searching of registered document is also complex. It is time
consuming as well as confusing due to lack of database. lLack of
supervision in land registration offices is also evident. Due to absence of
Balam Bahi (Register) it takes time to get the copy of register land.

Fifthly, disposal of mutation cases is very complex. Mutation takes more
time and money than fixed by the government. It is onc of the main areas
of public sufferings and harassment by the personnel involved in
processing of mutation cases. Process server assistant, land officer.
surveyor, Kanongo, AC Land are involved in the disposal of mutation
cases. If data base is maintained and updated regularly, processing time
and procedure could be minimized. Issuing notices to the owner,
acknowledging the receipt of notices. hearing of parties can be done at
one stop. '

Sixthly, fraud and tricks in all the sectors related to land management
have gone out of control in Bangladesh. Which. it seems, as the main
reason behind slow, poor quality and faulty land records, in case of
preparation and it maintenance as well. Due to absence of transparency,
all kinds of irregularities are common. People in the administration who
are responsible for creating and maintaining land records often prepare
incorrect records intentionally and land owners are forced to pay and
suffer for that. And the situation paves the way for both? the management
officials get the chance to be corrupt and the land sharks, on the other
hand, to get ownership transferred and recorded illegally in their names
leaving the real owners running pillar to post to get justice. Aparna Ray.
in her research work, 'Digitizing Land Records to Combat Corruption in
Bangladesh' finds that in 2006 alone, bribe worth about 83 billion
Bangladeshi Taka were paid for land related services such as registration
and altering records (Ray:2010).

Finally, the current land management system is pretty much archaic. At
present there is no database where a person searching the database can get
all the information pertaining to the land at a glance: history of
ownership, registration, mutation, transfer, disputes, land status. legal
disputes cases, land map, land tax information, land related wills and such
other legal documents. No data-base on khas land. poor
families/households, is maintained. Lack of data-base facilitates distorted
discretionary decisions in distribution and use of khas land. Due to lack
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of authorized data-base, external influence is rampant, and powerful elite
land grabbers occupies alluvial land, char land, marshy land, and the land
management authority can hardly take preventive measures against those
irregularities.

The problems of land management in Bangladesh, as discussed above can
be summarized as follows:

® process is complicated and time-consuming;:
personal discretion affects transparency and accountability:
inadequate access to land management process;
influence of external forces;
scope of deflation in sale price for tax evasion;

single data-base on land is absent; and

the total system hinders development process.
5.0 Experiences of other countries

Effective land information is of particular importance to developing
countries. They are the ones who are in the dire need of Land Information
System to prevent wastage of their scare resources. The cost of
introducing new system and technology is high and the availability of
skilled man-power is almost non-existent. Countries like Canada, UK,
New Zealand, India and Malaysia are the examples of using modern
technology in for information regarding land and land management.
Among them India and Malaysia presents an interesting example of
developing countries. In India a project named Bhoomi is notable in case
of land management which working excellently to ensure service to its
citizen regarding land management.

Bhoomi (meaning land) is the project of on-line delivery and
management of land records in Karnataka. It provides transparency in
land records management with better citizen services and takes discretion
away from civil servants at service delivery levels.

The Revenue Department in Karnataka, with the technical assistance
from National Informatics Centre (NIC), Bangalore, has built and
operationalised the BHOOMI system throughout the state. The BHOOMI
has computerized 20 million records of land ownership of 6.7 million
farmers in the state.
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BHOOMI has reduced the discretion of public officials by introducing
provisions for recording a mutation request online. Farmers can now
access the database and can follow up the process. In the BHOOMI
project, a printed copy of the RTC can be obtained online by providing
the name of the owner or plot number at computerized land record kiosks
in 177 taluk offices, for a fee of Rs.15. A second computer screen faces
the clients to enable them to see the transaction being performed. A land
owner can check the status-of a mutation application on Touch Screen
Kiosks. If the revenue inspector does not complete the mutation within 45
days, a farmer can approach a senior officer with their grievance
(available on: http://www.bhoomi.karnataka.gov.in).

Malaysia develops the process of introducing new and innovative land
information. As mentioned in GDI for Land Management that Malaysian
land management includes the development of the National Geospatial
Data Centre (NGDC) and State Geospatial Data Centre (SGDC) as well
as standardization of names and codes of land administrative boundaries,
known as Unique Parcel Identifier (UPI). Along the similar focus to
establish standardized data to enable consistency in the usage, a project
was carried out to match-the cadastral data in Sistem Pengurusan Tanah
Berkomputer (SPTB) and cadstral data in Pengkalan Data Ukur Kadaster
(PDUK) ( http://www.mygeoportal.gov.my/node/365).

This project for the District of Pekan covered 33,738 lots in the SPTB. In
PDUK, the project covered 34,848 cadastral lots that had been surveyed
as of November 2007. In the process of land administration, the Land
Office registers a lot in SPTB as temporary title and after the lot has been
surveyed in detail by a land surveyor, the lot will be assigned the final
title. The final titles are registered in PDUK. Due to some discrepancies,
there are lots with temporary titles that have been surveyed and registered
to have final titles in PDUK but are not updated in SPTB. The works to
match the lots in the project identified 3 layers, namely, the lots that have
the final titles, the lots that have temporary titles, and other lots that fall
in neither category. Apart from these 3 layers, the works also created two
additional layers; specifically, the lots with final titles as well as those
with temporary titles that could not be matched. Since the status of all of
the lot ownership in SPTB and the status of cadastral lot in PDUK has
been ascertained, further steps to solve the outstanding unmatched lots
can be further identified (available on:

http://www.mygeoportal.gov.my/node/365).
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6.0 Effective Land Management

Land management is very crucial for the development of a country. Major
activities relating to the development of a country such as poverty
alleviation, agriculture and food security, adequate shelter and housing,
natural resource management, equitable and secure access to land, etc. all
are closely linked to the factors of land and how the land is managed.
Without sound management of land’it is very difficult to meet the goals
of development. For an effective land management with other procedural
and administrative changes following steps are desired:

Firstly, in order to ensure well managed, effective, efficient and quick
disposal of mutation, registration, survey and land records - all related
offices required to be brought under one umbrella. At Upazila level, for
effective coordination among the Office of the Sub-Registrar, Office of
the AC (Land) and Office of the ASO single management unit is needed.
If these offices are brought under one umbrella with the supervision of
one Officer, it will facilitate better services to people. Particularly in
updating ROR, after the registration of a piece of land one copy of
registered deed will be sent to Upazila Land Office and after receiving the
copy of registered deed AC (Land) will start the process of mutation. It
would be worthwhile to mention that three copies of original deed will be
signed at a time by the Sub-Registrar. One copy will be sent to Upazila
Land Office, one copy will be given to purchaser of the land and the rest
copy will be preserved at the office of the Sub-Registrar as an official
document. After the completion of mutation the updated information of
the land will be sent to the Office of the ASO. The communication
between AC (Land), ASO and Sub-Registrar will be reciprocal. As a
routine work it is not necessary that the process of mutation would be
initiated by AC (Land). AC (Land) should be meant for supervising
authority of the three departments related to preparation and maintenance
of ROR as well as land management rather than service provider. At the
time of Survey operation AC (Land) will coordinate the activities of
record preparation. Collector will be informed about the overall activities
of land in an Upazila by the AC (Land). At present there is a post of AC
(Land) at every Upazila but in the proposed system AC (Land) will work
as AC (Land) Circle. A Circle will be comprised of two or three Upazila
on the basis of its area and economic importance. As a result, it will be
possible for the Government to provide a fulltime officer to ensure
service to the people related to land litigation. As a supervising authority
AC (Land) Circle should be given authority to hear about the primary
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land litigation which is civil in nature. He will be solely responsible to
ensure service to people with the general supervision of the Deputy
Commissioner who will be assisted by ADC (Revenue).At the same time
AC (Land) Circle will be held accountable to ZSO. District Registrar will
also be held accountable to Deputy Commissioner. District Registrar and
AC (Land) Circle will be meant for supervising authority and they will be
working in coordination with each other. It will eventually lead to
introduction of quick and effective updating of ROR to ensure citizen-
centric service regarding land management. It is the need of the time to
ensure quick and effective service to people specially for a democratically
elected government. For this only strong political commitment is needed.

Secondly, the use of modern technology for preparation of ROR and
mouza maps, updating ROR as well as registration of land due to sale or
any other means of transfer. For survey operation GIS and aerial mapping
can be used. After survey operation data can be stored in the digital
format and can be linked with digital land database for the use of different
offices involved in land management. For effective survey operation it is
also very important to engage properly trained, skilled and experienced
manpower who are capable to use modern technology in all the processes
of land management namely in Survey and mapping works, record
keeping, maintaining record and registration of land.

Thirdly, establishment of a server station at Upazila level is a must which
will update and maintain the land database immediate after any
transaction. Land database will be created through LAN for the official
use of land related departments. When any transaction will be done by
any of the departments related to land management it will be updated by
that department which will open the door to use the updated data to
reduce multiplicity of documents.

Fourthly, with updated record when any land will be registered either as
a consequence of sale or any other transfer it will be updated by the Sub-
Registrar and immediate after registration of any land it will be
automatically updated by AC (Land). With this process a land database
will be updated regularly which will help to get the data by the land users
or the beneficiaries. The database may be connected with the district web
portal for ensuring information to the people.

Finally, simplification of archaic terms for the easy understanding of the
stakeholders with different level of education is essential. At the same
time for ensuring clientele services as well as to minimize massive
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corruption which is prevailing in land management stick and carrot policy
can the best option. For ensuring clientele services like completion of
mutation cases, providing certified copies of any documents related to
land management or land registration and management of different sort
of government land three should have a system of one stop service which
is only possible with the formation of land database. Land database can
only be created with the process of digitization. So, there is no alternative
of digitization for proper management of land. For these different types
of measures like short term, mid term and long term measures should be
taken immediate after a need based analysis which may be conducted by
a team of land experts. In this process land database which will be created
may be the end result of digitization to ensure transparency,
accountability on the way to reduce corruption. The following measures
may be considered to modernize our land management:

® anintegrated land management system may be introduced; a land
management authority may be established and coordination unit
under the authority at every administrative and local government
unit (at Division, District, Upazila and Union) may be
established. This coordination unit shall be responsible for
maintaining integrated data base and coordination among all
departments and agencies with regard to land management
information system.

® aseparate and independent body may be formed to settle disputes
relating to land ownership, transfer, registration;

® all kinds of records relating to land to be digitized;

® readymade data-base and installation of server, in every local
government unit to be ensured;

® private partners or contracting out method may be applied as
digitization of all records involves huge cost which would be
difficult to finance from public sources; and

® while applying the process, involvement of the land owners may
also be considered as cost-sharers;
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7.0 Conclusion

Digitization all over the world is treated as a means of expanded
government service with simplified procedures of dealing with
government to make the government efficient and transparent and
accountable for all its decisions and actions. Modernization of land
management through digitization of all processes involved in ROR and
Mouza Maps, transferring ahd registration of land ownership, updating
ROR through mutation will reduce public sufferings, ensure transparency
of decisions and facilitate the enforcement of accountability of all
officials involved in the delivery of services.

Digitization will not only accelerate the service delivery in an efficient
manner it will also pave the way for a better land management as well as
implementation of land use policy. With proper implementation of land
use policy, proper urban planning, optimum use of land for optimum
production and other purposes leading to boost up countries economy as
well as ensure food security of the people will be ensured. For all these,
digitization of land management can be the best step. For digitization
proper use of resources for creating skilled manpower is necessary. At the
same time positive attitude to use ICT is also essential.
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In Pursuit of a New Horizon in Tourism: Revisiting the
Archive of an Ancient But Rich Civilization at Tahirpur
("Haweli"'), Sunamganj*
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Abstract: Sunamganj, one of the remotest districts of Sylhet Division, is
marked for its spiritual sanctity, rich cultural heritage and ancient
civilization teeming with scholarly 'Bouls', 'Spiritual Songsters' and
many other performing musicians and stabwart artists with diverse
quality, genius and creativity. Apart from being the breeding ground of
numerous saints and lyricists, Sufis and musicians, it is also popularly
known as the land of 'Hasan Raja’ a celebrated saint, lyrist and
musician while it is also featured as the spiritual ground of 'Hazrat
Shah Arefin'- a spiritual religious leader, legendary figure and preacher
of Islam in Sunamganj, which was once a lagging- behind region in
terms of religious enlightenment, social advancement and educational
enrichment. The underlying article reflects some facts and figures of
the bygone glories and achievements of Sunamganj with particular
emphasis on Tahirpur, an Upazila of Sunamganj lying towards the
western part of the district surrounded by the ranges of the Meghalaya
mountain.

The paper mainly concentrates the erudite research on 'Haweli', a
Royal Palace which is at the verge of extinction in the jurisdiction of
Tahirpur upazila. The paper describes about the various facts and
figures of the 'Haweli' at Tahirpur.-Its main concentration hinges
around to establish the proposition that the 'Haweli' at Tuhirpur can
emerge as a potential tourist spot.
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Introduction:

Sunamganj is the pathway both to a spiritually rich and culturally
prospective civilization embellished with ambience of flora and fauna.
The district is split into 11 Upazilas (Smallest Administrative Unit) and
this paper would highlight some special features on one of the Upazilas
of Sunamganj- Tahirpur with particular emphasis on 'Haweli'- a Royal
Palace and the archive of ancient but rich civilization which has
unfortunately been exposed to the verge of extinction from the human
history. This paper would examine the pros and cons of this Royal Place
and also flash some considerable light on its archeological -aesthetic
aspects, ecological rationale, topographic harmonies as well as tourism
value in the context of Bangladesh and also examine the rationality of its
turning into a prospective tourism spot with burgeoning tourists in future.
It would later discuss the impact of tourism contributing positively on the
ecology and topography of Tahirpur- the mentor of Sunamganj district
and also the foster child of the Meghalayas, surrounded by strenuous
range of hills, dales and valleys.

1.1 Objective

This article intends to orient the tourists and all those concerned with the
tourism administration and business to ponder over this burning
environmental and ecological issues and consider 'Haweli' at Tahirpur as
a potential tourist spot which would open new horizon and scopes in the
realm of tourism in Bangladesh for days to come. It is certain that some
spots are still beyond our sight remaining still unearthed, undiscovered
and unexplored. This write up throws considerable light on these issues
as well. The mushrooming of tourism industry in coastal areas attracts
thousands of tourists, dwellers, settlers and opportunists to urbanize the
area along with the heavy surge of developers and real-estate agents who
rush with their paraphernalia to distort the natural elevation, topography
and ecology of such tourist spots in order to turn them into a city of din
and bustle and pandemonium. Thus, the paper concentrates mainly on the
hypothesis that the establishment of tourist spot in popular and easily
accessible places is very likely to expose potential threat to the
environment, exert highly negative impact on the ecology, distort the
topographical harmony of the respective area in contrast to those places
full of natural beauties and bounties, less accessible and considerably
remote while at the same time alluring and attractive in nature. The
proposed tourist spots are more likely to yield pure enjoyment and solid
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entertainment of mental faculty of the tourists while potentially
restricting the unwanted mushrooming of tourism industry, localization of
market and migration of settlers likewise what happens with the present
tourist spots. These tourist spots in question in this report are very likely
to exert positive impact on the flora and fauna of the respective region as
well.

1.2 Methodology =

While preparing this article, the writer has mainly depended on the
primary data collected from the place of occurrence yet some data have
been derived from secondary source as well. The writer, in effect,
physically visited the spot and interacted with the neighbors, elites and
the commoners and asked as many questions about 'Haweli' as possible
based on a preset standard questionnaire (annex-1). The direct interaction
with the common people gave the author some new insights into the issue
and also gave vent to both some myth and reality about 'Haweli'. While
visit, some important snaps were also taken to juxtapose them with the
relevant facts and myths and with a view to enriching the report with
some vivid and self-explanatory pictorial representation on the subject
matter of the underlying report. While coHecting primary data, physical
visit and active interaction with heterogeneous group of people formed
the major part in the collection of primary data. It is also to be noted that
some relevant books, official documents, revenue reports and revenue-
related land statistics did serve as the basis of secondary data that have
profusely enriched the report. Some printed materials have also been
carefully studied to bring the paper under a proper conceptual framework.
The paper also reflects some other facts and opinions of the author while
he worked there as chief executive and representative of the government
(UNO).

1.3 Route Plan to Haweli

The map of both Sunamganj district and Tahirpur is appended here for the
convenience of the tourists to understand the route to this traditional
'"Haweli'. Tourists may like to visit Tahirpur in the following order and in
compliance with the route shown in the map. This guideline describes the
direction from Dhaka, the capital, to Tahirpur, the 'Haweli' at South
Bordol. The whole journey from Dhaka to Tahirpur and 'Haweli' roughly
takes about 10 to 12 hours.
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Steps to be followed:

i) Purchasing a ticket from Bus Counter of either Hanil or
Shyamoli at Saydabad for Sunamganj;

ii) The bus will arrive there at Sunamganj main road, Dhaka
Counter within 6-8 hours.

iii) The tourist may hire g richshaw or can opt for pedestrian journey
which would take utmost five to fifteen minutes to reach the
Surma river ghat/shore, just on the western part of the Dhaka
Counter Bus Stand.

iv) The country-boat or trawler or normal boat would take the tourist
to the other bank of river within maximum ten minutes. The river
Surma has to be crossed by width only and the other part of the
bank is very much visible from the starting point. That it is ncarly
100 meters in width to the most.

v) The tourist would then have to hire a motorcycle to reach the spot
which might take about an hour and a half. Onc may also go
direct from the bank of Surma river to the near by 'Haweli' but he
or she would have to agdin hire motorcycle or walk for ten
minutes to reach the place. During rainy scason, when the river
inundates with water, one can reach any place of Tahirpur by
country-boat or speed-boat or canoe boat.

vi) The motorcyclist themsélves serve as the tourist-guide gratis
except the transport fare and they have adopted this profession as
the basic means of their livelihood.

vii) A tourist can come back just in the reverse manner and system.
Mostly, motorcyclist-cum-guides have fare contact known as up
and down cost. So, they help the tourists visit the place and stay
with them as long as they are there and then come back with them
to the river Surma, which is adjacent to the Dhaka Bus Counter.

2.0 The Haweli: The Detail Description of the Royal Palace

2.1 The underlying place is located in one of the unions of Tahirpur
Upazila called Bordol (South). It is also locally known as 'Haweli Dewan
Hawri' or 'Raj Bari' or the 'Palace’. The writer of this article being the
chief executive of this Upazila, has personally visited the place, talked to
the common folk and the elites of this place and endeavored at his level
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best to unearth the fact and myth about the Palace while at the same time
tried heart and soul to give a conceptual frame to this report. To make the
report more authentic, vibrant and lively, informative and elaborate, the
author has also taken some snaps and pictures of some of the prominent
relics and the dilapidated structures still existing under the toil and moil
of time proclaiming in future, the immediate attention and efforts of the
benign government, the potential researchers, the high-voicing
environmentalists, the didactic think-tanks of the socicty for its
immediate rescue, nccessary management, proper improvement and
sustainable development.

2.2 Location

"Haweli Dewan Hawri' or 'Raj Bari' or the 'Palace' is under 'Holholia'
mauza. The 'Haweli Dewan Howri Bari' or 'Bella King's Palace' is
situated at 'Holholia' village of Laur Pargona under Bordol (South) Union
of Tahirpur. ‘
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2.3 The Cadastral Survey (C.S.) Map:
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The author of this paper has extensively studied the C.S. map to locate the
actual area, to show the exact geographical position and to ascertain the
whereabouts of this Royal Palace. The concerned information along with
C.S. map has also been annexed hereto for clear concept and better
understanding of this Royal Palace.

The C.S. Map:

It is evident from the C.S map that the underlying relic stretches towards
an area of 5.65 acres of land under the Plot No- 255 under Khatian or
ledger book No-1 collected from the Assistant Commissioner, Land's
Office document.

2.4 Myths About 'Haweli Dewan Hawri' or 'Raj Bari' or the 'Palace’ :

During the author's visit to 'Haweli Dewan Hawri' or 'Raj Bari' or the
'Palace’, most of the commoners and natives were present describing the
factual and fantastic evidence and whereabouts of this Royal Palace. It is
known from the natives that about 500 to 600 years ago, there lived a king
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named 'Bella’. He was cruel and selfish and basically a cannibal by
nature. He used to put those khasias coming from Assam to the sacrificial
altar in the river 'Khaimara' in the name of Deity to have the divine
pleasure and bliss. Being aggrieved at such cruel act of the king, the
Khasias burst into revolt and finally they shot a spell-whiffed arrow at the
wife of the king who died on the spot. The king was very shocked at the
incident and he left the Porgona bag and baggage along with the family
members to another place not known to'the natives. This is a very popular
hearsay about this king 'Bella'.

After the disappearance of 'Bella’ king, there appeared later some 'Zinda
Ali Fakir' from Shimul village of Brahmanbaria. He came to this palace
as a vagabond and became self-declared caretaker of 'Haweli'. It is heard
that he put on red gown and had a sharp 'Sickle' or 'Spade' in his hand.
That saint, as popularly recalled by the dwellers of Bordol, stayed there
for long but no one knows the exact time or date of his death. His
forerunners are still there at the 'Haweli' living under abject poverty. The
author of this paper talked to an aged woman who claimed her to be the
granddaughter of that Fakir. There was a short interaction with her but she
could not provide mentionable information regarding her grandfather
rather she thought the author to be some NGO officer and wanted some
financial and homestead support for her livelihood. At the 'Haweli' area,
30/35 families are found to have built their habitat and it is known from
the revenue office that they are all illegal occupants but no one disturbs
them as they are the ancestors of that spiritual fakir, Zinda Ali.

2.5 The Physical Description of Haweli:

While visiting the area physically, it is found that there exist a number of
architectural designs and cuttings on the wall which perhaps dates back
to 300 to 400 years known from the local source. The building is in a very
dilapidated state and most of the signs of this ’I laweli' have disappeared
by this time. Inscriptions blurred .
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This is evident from the pictures shown below:
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The excavation of bricks, stones and other building materials by the local
people have been going on for hundreds of years and the site is somehow
surviving at stake and may be permanently vanished in no time if not
immediately preserved by the concerned authority. It is learnt from the
local source that stealing and removing of bricks and big and small stones
are rampant from time immemorial. A spectator commented that a few
years back, he saw more walls and structure but now a few remnants are
there. All are gone. While examining the boundary walls and the archives,
the author found the walls to'be about 03(three) feet wide. The wall has a
few layers. Both side of the wall is coated with a kind of reddish clay
locally known as 'Surki' which is heard to have been prepared with the
wet earth, limestone and some other chemical all mixed together to make
powerful glue so as to join the baked special type of brick. The size of the
brick is smaller than the usual brick available now-a-days with some
inscriptions not clear. Two sets of brick are installed on each side with a
big size stone in the middle: The bricks on both sides and stones in the
middle seems to be well compacted with that special joining spice. The
people have broken the walls and stolen mainly thousands of tons of
valuable stones and the process is rampant and uncontrolled for a pretty
long time. These stones are sold at a higher rate to the importers and
business men and there had never been any measure to stop this theft. The
author has also found some marble stones which seem to have been stolen
in huge amount earlier. The author has still found some stones of various
size and shape with various range of weight, i.e. weighing from 10 kg up
to 2 to 3 tons.

2.6 The Haweli at a Glance

The 'Haweli' at present has 07 (seven) boundary walls and two Archways
which have been halved by the landslide while the main gateway locally
known as 'Singho Dwar' stands inclined to 70° angle.

These Archways are 15 (fifteen) feet long and 07 (seven) feet high. It is
known from the local source that one more Archway has already sunken
into the earth and no trace of this archway has ever been found.

The author came across a visibly beautiful water tank girdled with
valuable marble stones with a wonderful reflection of silhouette for the
one who stands on the stoop designed for the king, the then time. It was
a 100 (hundred) feet long and 100 feet wide square pond stretching to the
eastern part of the 'Haweli'. Stones of different shapes and sizes have been
placed on the periphery and the bed of the pond gives a unique view of
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the pond especially in the moonlit night. But ill luck would have it; the
pond has lost its beauty and charm due to continuous and colossal human
sabotage.

The author has fabricated his own imagination and intuition to describe
on the existing pond to determine the exact location and original
condition of that pond at present. The author to his utter dismay came
across one dilapidated toilet and relics of other 3 to 4 broken walls which
were also detected while ransacking the historically rich and
archeologically important 'Haweli'.

On paying visit to another site, the author found the main residential area
of the Dewan king. It seemed to have been aristocratically designed with
the taste and delicacy vogue in that time. The residential area of the
master bed of the king was measured to be 41 (forty one) feet long and
26 (twenty six) feet wide with 06 (six) doors. The average height of the
door was measured to be about 07 (seven) feet. The average thickness of
the wall of the residential area of the king, the boundary and the decayed
and broken wall were measured to be 03 (three) feet wide.

The palace seems to have been fortified with rich and valuable stones and
foliage which are found in almost every structure of this 'Haweli'.

The following pictures yield some flavor of this dynasty:

he Main Gate or ‘Singho Dwar’
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3.0 Findings:

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

While giving allotment from the Revenue Office, this place was
not considered important and worthy of conservation in terms of
its archeological and historical value.

Like the government, the dwellers and common people are also
indifferent having no urge or impulse or zeal at all for the
conservation of such an important archeological site.

It is also revealed that 0.20 and 0.52 acres are allotted from Plot
No-255. Through another khas Land Allotment Case No
2427/90-91, 25870/91-92, 1.5 acre and 2.00 acre of land have
also been allotted and thus a total of 4.22 acres out of 5.65 acres
have been allotted to the allottees from this 'Haweli'. Thus the
'Haweli' which is about 5.65 acres have already lost 4.22 acres of
land due to awkward and unreasonable allotment ignoring the
underlying rules and regulation of land management and land
administration system of the country.

The still un-leased land there simply indicates that these places of
land are not supposed to be leased out. Here it is crystal clear that
two contradictory principles have been followed by leasing some
part of the 'Haweli' while un-leasing or keeping intact a smaller
portion, which itself ultimately culminates into a gross anomaly
in the allotment process of the land by the then revenue authority.

The very practice is also reflective of insincerity and indifference
of the common mass, the elites, political top brass and the media
as well as local administration both pertaining to revenue and
development wing.

A place of archeology simply cannot be leased out is the clear and
transparent principle of the government and it is also evident
from the circumstances that the then authority never
acknowledged or perceived the value of this important historical
site. and never did take any preventive measure for the
conservation of such site rather leased it out being motivated by
political or local or personal interest or whatever the case may be.
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Recommendation

The awkward and inconsiderate allotments should be
immediately cancelled in order to protect this rare archaeological
site. and the whole area of 'Haweli' should be consequently
brought under the direct government control and management.

The government may of its own initiative create ample of scopes
for the preservers, environmentalists. researchers and think tanks
to do about something for preservation of this diminishing
valuable architectural site or the government on its discretion
may outsource this site to some consulting and research agency
who ever shows expression of interest in the conservation of this
treasure trove of history and archeology.

Both the legal and illegal occupants should be shifted or ousted
from this palace replacing them with another suitable land from
the reservoir of other Khas land.

The unauthorized and uncontrolled excavation work should be
immediately stopped. This can definitely help protect this
archeological site from being sunken into oblivion.

Active measures can be taken and budget from the concerned
head can be allocated and released to categorically and gradually
develop this 'Haweli' as a unique tourist spot in conjunction with
the connectivity and linkage with another lucrative tourist spot
the 'Tangua Haor'- a proposed and unparallel going to be tourist
spot at Tahirpur.

The Royal Palace or 'Haweli' is a treasure trove of anthropology
and archeology with rare and valuable stones which are definitely
an object of research. Hence, some pecuniary penalty system
may be imposed upon those who randomly and irrationally
excavate this site. This would definitely help to protect the
archeologically and anthropologically significant topography
with a rich cultural heritage.
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5.0 Conclusion

The palace or the 'Haweli' undoubtedly holds immense possibilities and
prospects for Bangladesh and the author of this paper firmly believes that
it can unfurl some new or unexplored areas of research and expertise with
the underlying facts and information found about the ancient civilization
of Bangladesh. It can add new dimension in the thesaurus of ancient
conservable civilization like 'Mahasthan Gar' or 'Lalmai-Maynamati' or
even 'Mohenjo Daro and Harappa' civilization. Moreover, this can be
turned into an ideal research lab for the archeologists, researchers.
conservationists, environmentalists and think tanks of the country who
perpetually hover for innovation, exploration and creation. The "Haweli'
can also decipher a new and unknown chapter about the culture and
heritage of our race paving ways and means for the anthropologists to go
ahead with newer findings. The place can very easily be turned into an
attractive, high-income yielding tourist spot which would have
connectivity with '"Tanguar Haor' tourist spot. This sort of tourist spot has
mainly two-fold advantages. These are that, they uniquely serve as
treasure trove of beauty and bounty and yield genuine pleasure and pure
entertainment to the tourists while being remote and inaccessible; such a
tourist-spot would not allure other stakéholders in the urbanization
process in contrast to other tourist spots. The second advantage that this
sort of tourist-spot can yield is that such tourism centre can bring about a
radical change in the socio-economic life of the poverty-stricken natives
of Tahirpur. The government should come forward with initiatives and
mission, proper budgets and allocation along with a host of archeologists.
researchers, conservationists. environmentalists, think tanks and
researchers who can make positive, important and valuable contribution
in this respect. The author believes that the 'Haweli' should be
immediately declared as 'Safe Zone' and be brought under safe-custody
and protection network of the government machinery. Upon considering
the findings and suggestion and if timely action and measures are taken,
it can be concluded with optimism that this important treasure trove of
archeology would not extinct rather it would attract tourists, serve as
treasure trove of the rich beauties and bounties of Nature, a gnomic home
of information for the archeologists, environmentalists, anthropologist
and many other think-tanks of the society.
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Achievement Motivation, Attitude towards Modernization and
Academic Performance of Undergraduate Students

Fatema-Tu-Zohra Binte Zaman'
Md. Saifur Rahman?

Abstract: The present study aims’to examine the relationships of
achievement motivation, attitude towards modernization and
academic performance among male and female undergraduate
students. It was hypothesized that, achievement motivation and
attitude towards modernization of male and female students will
be significantly differing. It was also hypothesized that
achievement motivation, attitude towards modernization and
academic performance of students which will be positively
correlated. Employing purposive sampling technique, 120
undergraduate students were drawn from two reputed Public
Universities of Dhaka to serve as subjects in the present study. In
order to measure the dependent variable original Bengali version
of the "Achievement Motivation Scale "(Prayag Metha ,1969)
and" Short form of the Modernity Scale" (Inkeles & Smith, 1976)
was used which was suitable and applicable for use in
Bangladesh. Academic performances were collected by using
"Personal Information Form (PIF)". The statistical treatment of
the data was done by t-test and Pearson product moment
correlation. Analysis of the result revealed that achievement
motivation did not differ according to gender. However, male
students scored higher on modernization than female students.
Analysis also reveals that achievement motivation, attitude
towards modernization and academic performance are positively
co-related.

Introduction:

In education, as in other realms of life, achievement motivation plays a
crucial role in the performance of students. Everyone has a need to
achieve and a fear of failure, but these needs vary from person to person
and from situation to situation. Each student acts on the levels of
motivation differently, but some students are predisposed to having little
desire to accomplish certain tasks (Atkinson, 1999). Some individuals
have a need to achieve. They want to be successful at whatever they
attempt. They have a high attitude toward success and work hard to
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ensure they are successful (Atkinson, 1974). Other individuals have a fear
of failure. They will avoid failure at all costs. Usually the individual will
not even attempt the task. It has been shown that all students are
influenced by achievement motivation (Atkinson, 1999).

Motivation, as it relates to students. is very important. Students who have
high motivation to achieve generally do well academically and vice versa.
But motivation does not guarantee achievement. Similarly, achievement
does not reflect motivation (Keefe and Jenkins, 1993). Achievement
motivation means to accomplish something difficult and to master
physical objects, human beings, or ideas most rapidly and independently
(Murray, 1938). Cassidy and Lynn (1989) define achievement motivation
in general as the personal striving of individuals to attain goals within
their social environment.

Atkinson and Feather (1966) addressed that one's perception of
probability for achievement came from two types of motives: to achieve
success (a need to achieve), and to avoid failure (a fear of failure). The
motive to achieve success is based on (1) the need to succeed. (2) the
individual's perception-of the probability of success, and (3) the
individual's perception of the value of the outcome (Atkinson & Feather,
1966: Atkinson & Raynor, 1978). The motive to avoid failure is based on
(1) the need to avoid failure, (2) the individual's perception of the
probability of failure, and (3) the individual's perception of the effect of
the failure. "The strength of motivation to perform some act is assumed
to be a multiplicative function of the strength of the motive, the
expectancy (subjective probability) that the act will have as a
consequence the attainment of an incentive, and the value of the
incentive: Motivation = f (Motive x Expectancy x Incentive)" (Atkinson
& Feather, 1966. p. 13).

Achievement motivation is often correlated with actual achievement
behaviour (Camara. 1986, cited from Tella.2007). Individuals' actual
achievement behaviour depends not only on their motivation to achieve
but also on whether they expect to achieve and whether they fear failure.
People are more likely to work hard when they perceive a reasonable
chance to succeed than when they perceive a goal to be out of reach
(Atkinson, 1964). Children's expectations of success can be measured by
asking them to predict a certain grade. indicate how sure they are that
they can solve a particular problem, and select the hardest task they think
they can do from a collection of tasks varying by degree of difficulty
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(Philips. 1987). Researchers (Carr et. al.1991) have found that children
with high IQs and high expectations of success in school get higher
grades than children with low IQs and low expectations.

Achievement motivation has long been associated with task difficulty
preferences. In an early formulation of achievement motivation theory,
Atkinson (1957) proposed that positively motivated subjects would
prefer tasks of moderate difficulty, whereas negatively —motivated
subjects would prefer either very easy or very difficult tasks. In dealing
with the probability of success. Atkinson and Feather (1966) found in a
study, "The person more motivated to achieve should prefer a moderate
risk. His level of aspiration will fall at the point where his positive
motivation is strongest, at the point where the odds seem to be 50 - 50"
(p. 18). A person with a fear of failure does not want to take any risk, but
when forced will choose either a task so easy it cannot be failed, or a task
so difficult it cannot be expected to be accomplished.

Ibanez et al. (2004) found positive relationship between students'
academic competence and their achievement motivation. Kuo (2006)
found that, compared to those with low achievement motivation,
employees with high achievement motivation adopted career strategies
more frequently. Miron and McClelland (1979) pointed out that
achievement motivation training could significantly enhance the
performance of small business corporations. Stewart and Roth (2007)
conducted a meta-analysis study and found that entrepreneurs had higher
levels of achievement motivation than ‘managers. Tucker (1988) found
that entreprencurs tended to have higher levels of achievement
motivation than public-sector employees. Xue et al. (2006) investigated
the relationship between achievement motivation, achievement goal
orientation, career belief, and career choice of college students. Findings
revealed that achievement motivation had a significant influence on
carcer belief and choice. "Academic intrinsic motivation has been shown
to be positively and significantly related to students' achievement and
perception of their academic competence, and inversely related to their
academic anxiety" (Eskeles-Gottfried, Fleming, Gottfried, 1998, p.
1448). Many students feel that if they make the effort and work hard, they
will be successful. Effort is the key to success (Leondari, Syngollitou, and
Kiosseoglou, 1998).

Alderman (1999) adds to the achievement theories, "Ability and effort
have typically been found to be the most frequent reasons for success and
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failure in achievement contexts" (p. 25). "For students who believe
success is unlikely, the main priority is to avoid failure that is linked or
attributed to ability through the use of failure - avoiding strategies"
(Alderman, 1999, p. 68). Jenkins (1997) includes, "Children are born
motivated to learn. Children enter Kindergarten still possessing this
enthusiasm for learning. Educators need not motivate children to learn;
their responsibility is to eliminate the loss of enthusiasm" (p. 111). Most
children begin school with enthusiasm for learning. School is firmly fixed
in their positive system of values. However, they seem to lose enthusiasm
when school experiences fail to connect with their lives (Keefe and
Jenkins (1993), p. 154). According to Parker and Johnson (1981), an
individuals' achievement motive may be seen as a personality trait. Zhang
and Lan (2007) found no significant relationship between motivation to
achieve success and overall instrumental work values. However, this
study showed that students with higher levels of motivation to achieve
success scored higher on overall instrumental work values. Specifically,
this study found that motivation to achieve success had significantly
positive effects on five factors under the dimension of instrumental work
values: Personality and interests, Morality and norms, Compensation and
prestige, Occupational perspective, and Benefits. Zhang (2010) also
found a significantly positive relationship between motivation to achieve
success and perspective and development for students.

Miner (1980) concluded that achievement motivation is a male theory,
and that it does not explain female behavior very well. In contrast, Cooper
(1983) found that the predicted relationships generally held for women as
well as men (i.c., the relationships for women were somewhat attenuated.
but still significant). The conclusion of Miner that achievement
motivation is primarily a male theory may have been valid previously, but
Cooper suggested that the importance of gender differences in
achievement motivation may be decreasing with time. One explanation is
that the relative importance of achievement motivation has been
increasing for women. Veroff, Depner, Kukla, and Douvan (1980) found
that levels of achievement motive significantly increased among
American women between 1957 and 1976. Likewise, in a longitudinal
study Jenkins (1987) found that achievement motive increased for
women between 1967 and 1981. As women have become more
achievement oriented, gender may have decreased in importance as a
boundary variable in achievement motivation.
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Modernization refers to the mechanisms of inclusion. value pluralism,
differentiation and status upgrading (i.e. welfare development) (Zapf
1991). Modernism is the movement to establish democratic institutions
within the Islamic religious Diaspora, whereby some European ideas will
be incorporated but Arabic socialism soundly rejected (Elger 2001). A
more dynamic definition is given by Johannes Berger, 1996:
"Modernization is the internal achievement of a society; the particular
processes of modernization suppoit each other in combination; the
leading nations do not impede the followers; the processes of
modernization are converging in a common goal". Modernization as a
term in sociology is used to denote complex process of social change
from traditional way of living and thinking. Modernization is historically
inescapable and even irretrievable process of social change, which has
been in a very wide sense, going on ever since man come out of his ice
age and discovered the fire. Modernization, to be precise, refers to the
deeper change in man's thinking and feeling, a change in his whole
attitude to life's problems, the society and the universe. According to
Inkeles et al. (1976) the modern man is distinguished by his rational
belief, scientific outlook, readiness to master the environment and
investigate into the mysteries of nature, willing participation in social,
political activities and tolerance of views of others than his own. Modern
man is almost diametrically opposed to the traditional man.

Professor Ashok K. Kalia ( March 2012) conducted a study with 200
adolescents with an aim to examine empirically whether or not gender
and academic achievement are capable of explaining variance of
adolescence in attitude towards modernization. Analysis of results
revealed that female adolescence is significantly higher on politics and
general modernization in comparison to male adolescences. High
achieving adolescence have more positive attitude towards modernization
in comparison to low achieving adolescences.

A study of attitudes of B.Ed. trainees towards Modernization conducted
by Chaudhari (April 2012) showed that the average score of attitudes of
male trainees was 99.22 and female trainees was 91.35 toward
modernization. The t-value was 13.11 which was signification at 0.01
levels so it was concluded that the attitudes of male B.Ed. trainees was
higher than those of female B.Ed. trainees. The result also showed that
the average score of attitudes of rural and urban B.Ed. trainees was 87.44
and 111 respectively. The t-value was found 30.21 which was significant
at 0.01 level so it was concluded that the attitudes of urban B.Ed. trainees
was found higher than those of rural B.Ed. trainees.
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2.0 Rationale of the study

With the development of scientific management and the growth of new
social values, changes have taken place in the attitude towards
modernization. Due to modern industrial development achievement
motivation has become a controversial factor in youths for success. Both
achievement motivation and attitude towards modernization creates
direct or indirect effect on youth's academic performance. An attitude
may comprise characteristies of strength, magnitude or intensity,
importance, salience or centrality complexity, flexibility etc. Attitude
formation and motives for change in attitude are directly influenced
through questioning, personal experience and positive or negative
reinforcement, the modernization lead to attitude change.

Modernization attitude is a psychological term of behavior.
Modernization attitude of university students are generally positive or
negative views of a person, place . thing or event - this is often
referred to as the attitude object. Many literatures indicate that
achievement motivation and attitude towards modernization have
significant effect on academic performance on youths. Most of the studies
so far, have been conducted in the western country. No such study was
conducted in our country regarding this issue. So, the present study would
like to investigate in our country. The result of the study may be of help
to the researcher, teachers and especially for youths to bring about
positive changes in achievement motivation, attitude towards
modernization and academic performances.

3.0 Objectives of the study

The present study was therefore undertaken with the following objectives

¢ To sce whether there is any difference in achievement motivation
and attitude towards modernization among male and female
students.

¢ To investigate the relationship between achievement motivation
and attitude towards modernization.

¢ To investigate the relationship between achievement motivation
and academic performance.

¢ To investigate the relationship between attitude towards
modernization and academic performance.
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4.0 Limitations of the study

This study had a number of limitations just like any other study. One of
the most major limitations was that the information was collected only
from Dhaka city because collecting information from all corners of
Bangladesh is difficult. Also when some participants came to know that
they will not be benefited from this research directly, they showed
unwillingness to participate and didn't cooperate properly. As a result,
information collection faced serious problems. The samples were not
perfect representative of youths and also small in number. Some
limitations like cconomical, time, resource, logistic support and
manpower hindered the study in different ways.

If the above limitations turned into positive sides, it will be easier for
future researchers to conduct this type of research. Again the study
recommends further research on larger sample from different socio-
economic backgrounds and different areas of Bangladesh, that is, proper
representative sample and with better methodological sophistication and
analysis. Further, researcher should incorporate more associated variables
with insecurity. :

5.0 Hypotheses

In the light of the above literature and the objective, the following
hypotheses were formulated to test in the present study.

i, Achievement motivation of male students will be higher than
female.

ii. Attitude towards modernization of male students will be higher
than female.

iii. Achievement motivation would be positively co-related with
attitude towards modernization.

iv. Achievement motivation would be positively co-related with
academic performance.

v. Attitude towards modernization would be positively co-related
with academic performance.
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6.0 Method
6.1 Sample

This research was conducted on a sample of 120 male and female (60
each), 21 through 25 aged Undergraduate students recruited from two
reputed Public Universities of the capital city, Dhaka. The education level
of the participants was between 2nd years Honors to 4th year. While the
schools were selected purpesively the respondents within each school
were selected conveniently. All respondents were matched in terms of
socioeconomic status and faculty. It is to be noted that all participants
willingly took part in the present study.

6.2 Measuring Instruments

The present investigation was conducted to find out the relations among
achievement motivation, attitude toward modernization and academic
performance in youths of Bangladesh. Total numbers of 120 respondents
were taken from the capital of Bangladesh. For data collection in the
present study the following instruments were used:

¢ Demographic and Personal Information Form.
¢ Achievement Motivation Q“uestionnaire.
¢ Short form of the Modernity Questionnaire.
6.3 Demographic and Personal Information Form (PIF)

The first instrument being used for primary data collection was
demographic information about the respondents. This PIF involved the
respondents' few personal information about their academic and self
history. These are respondents' age, gender, socio economic status,
department, university, present year/semester, merit, result of previous
class. It is to be noted that after the personal information fill up phase
instructions of the scales used were given to the participants verbally and
in writing. There was no fixed time mentioned to complete both the
questionnaires but average completion time of the questionnaire was 45to
60 minutes.
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6.4 The self report instruments used in the study are described below.
6.4.1 Achievement Motivation Questionnaire:

The Bengali version of the Achievement Motivation Scale was used
which was originally developed by Indian social- psychologist Prayag
Metha in 1969. Achievement Motivation Scale is a self report measuring
instrument contains 22 items. Each item has 6 alternative answers in
which participants were asked to select any one of them according to their
own view. The split-half reliability co-efficient of the scale found by
Prayag Metha was 0.67. The scale has high extensive evidence of
validity. To measure the level of youth's achievement motivation the self
report instrument contains 22 items with six alternative answers. Among
the 6 alternative answers only 2 of them indicate or related to
achievement motivation which is unknown to participants. If participants
selected any one of those 2 will get 1 and get 0 if they selected another 4
of them.

The following figure represents the answer sheet which indicates
achievement motivation. '

Table-1: Scoring system of achievement motivation

Items No. Achicvement Items No. Achievement
Motivation Indicate Motivation Indicate
01 4w 12 ¥ Y
02 A% 13- SR
03 Y 14 15
04 3 15 4%
05 A5 16 3 Y
06 FY 17 4
07 4 18 A%
08 A5 19 IY
09 I q 20 L)
10 qe 21 15
11 £ 22 ¥Y

The total score is obtained by summing responses of the items giving
each question equal weight. High score indicate high level of
achievement motivation where's poor score indicate low level of
achievement motivation. The scoring system of the Short form of the
Modernity Scale is quite different from another instrument. As the
instrument contains 16 items and each item has various alternative
answer. The scoring system for each item were given below.

For question 1 — "yes" for 1 and "No" for 0
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For question 2 — respectively 0, 1, 2.

For question 3 — respectively 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7.
For question 4 — respectively 1, 0.

For question 5 — respectively 1, 2, 3, 4.

For question 6 — respectively 4, 3, 2, 1.

For question 7 — respecti\(c_:ly 2,1,0.

For question 8 — respectively 1, 0.

For question 9 — respectively 5, 4, 3, 2, 1.

For question 10 — respectively 1, 2, 3, 4.

For question 11 — "yes" for 1 and "No" for 0

For question 12 — total number of organization indicate the score, but
less then 7

For question 13— total number of problem - 1, but less then 5

For question 14— both answer for 2, one answer for 1, no correct
answer for 0.

For question 15 — "yes" for 1 and "No" for 0
For question 16 — respectively 2, 1, 0.

6.4.2 Short form of the Modernity Questionnaire:

To measure the youth's Attitude toward Modernization the bangle version
(Niharronjon Sorcar, 1993) of the short form of the overall modernity
scale was used. This self report instrument was originally developed by
Inkeles & Smith in 1976.The measuring instrument contains 16 items.
Each item has two or more several alternative answers, in which a
participant can give one answer according to their own view. Each item
is an adjective or short phrase that is descriptive of the modernization
attitude such as public opinions, crowd behavior, women's right, to accept
the change easily, political functions, family planning, information,
religious activities, to give opinion and the use of mass media etc The
reliability of the scale found 0.95 and correlation co-coefficient of all the
items varied from 0.08 to 0.42. This was widely popular for its extensive
evidence of validity.

The modernization attitude score is obtained by summing responses of
the items giving each question equal weight. High score indicate high
level of modernization attitude where poor score is indicating low level
of modernization attitude.
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6.5 Procedure

After taking permission from the authority to conduct this research two
standardized self report questionnaires and one personal information
form (which was attached to the first page) were used. Before
administering the test necessary rapport was established with the
respondents. Respondents completed the Bengali version of the
questionnaires in a relaxed setting. All the subjects were treated
individually for each condition by the investigators. The respondents
were informed that their responses were confidential and that they could
not be personally identified in later publications. Finally respondents
were encouraged to ask any questions they might have, and they were
informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any time. It took one
hour on an average to complete the task. It is also necessary to mention
that academic performance was calculated from students' previous
semester result. After the performance all the respondents were thanked
by the investigators for their cooperation and participation in the study.

7.0 Result

The present study utilized the data gathered by the survey instruments to
prove all the hypotheses. The data obtained from the returned surveys
were analyzed and responses to the research question were made using
descriptive and the inferential statistics, including item means, standard
deviations, t-test and Pearson product moment correlation. The obtained
results are presented in table 2 and 3. Allstatistical analyses were carried
out using the statistical program SPSS version 11.5 for windows with the
significance level.

Table-2: Achievement motivation, attitude towards modernization and
academic performance of male and female students

Variables Gender Mean Std. Deviation t Sig. level

Achievement Male 8.2333 2.39609

Motivation 573 0.05
Female 7.9833 2.38279

Attitude towards Male 31.5667 3.46590

Modemization 2.480* 0.05

Female 29.5833 5.13312
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The result presented in Table-2 indicates that there is no significant
difference in achievement motivation among male and female students. [t
=0.573, p <0.05]. The findings further indicate that although the male
students obtained higher scores (Mean= 8.2333, Std. Deviation =
2.39609, Std. Error Mean= .30933) on achievement motivation than the
female students (Mean = 7.9833, Std. Deviation = 2.38279, Std. Error
Mean = .30762), the difference is not significant. The result did not
confirm the st hypothesis

The result also indicates that there is significant difference in attitude
toward modernization among male and female students. [t =2.48, p
<0.05]. The findings further indicate that the male students obtained
higher scores (Mean= 31.5667, Std. Deviation = 3.46590, Std. Error
Mean= .44745) on attitude towards modernization (Mean = 29.5833, Std.
Deviation = 5.13312, Std. Error Mean = .44745) than the female and the
difference is significant. The result confirmed the 2nd hypothesis.

Table-3: Correlation co-efficient of Achievement motivation, Attitude
towards modernization and Academic performance

Correlation < r significant level

Achievement motivation
and .046 0.05
Attitude towards modernization

Achicvement motivation v
and .102 0.05
Academic performance

Attitude towards modernization
and .362 0.05
Academic performance

Result of Table-3 correlation indicate that achievement motivation and
attitude towards modernization are positively correlated (r=.046, p<0.05).
The result therefore confirmed the 3rd hypothesis. Result also indicate
that achievement motivation and academic performance are positively
correlated (r = .102, p<0.05). The result confirms the 4th hypothesis.
Result also indicate that attitude towards modernization and academic
performance are positively correlated (r = .362, p<0.05). The result
therefore confirms the 5th hypothesis.
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8.0 Discussion

- The present study was designed to explore the relationships of
achievement motivation, attitude towards modernization and academic
performance of university students.

No significant difference was found in achievement motivation among
male and female students. In 1983 Cooper suggested that the importance
of gender differences in achievement motivation may be decreasing with
time. As women have become more achievement oriented, gender may
have decreased in importance as a boundary variable in achievement
motivation. Therefore, Cooper's study supports the findings of the present
study and is unsupportive of the Ist hypothesis. Cooper's study also
revealed that there ‘is significant difference in attitude towards
modernization among male and female students. It also indicates that the
male students obtained higher scores on attitude towards modernization
than the female and the difference is significant. The result supports the
2nd hypotheses. Similar findings were also found by Wilen Shy and
While Inglehard in 1990. Girls of Bangladesh, in general, live in strict
restriction. Our socio-culture system is quite different from the culture of
advanced world. The activity of a girl is restricted and over protected,
whereas boys don't have such restrictions. This is the basic for girls to
have less than boys in attitude towards modernization. The results
presented in Table-3 indicate that Achievement motivation and attitude
towards modernization are positively correlated. The present is a modern
age. In this modern age people of all sectors always have a target to
achieve more than what they have. This achievement motivation works as
a catalyst in modernization. This is because if one lags behind in the race
towards modernization, he/ she will also lag behind in the race towards
achieving their goal. The above are facts that are supportive of the 3rd
hypotheses. Further the results in table 3 reveals that achievement
motivation and academic performance are positively correlated. In 1993,
Keefe and Jenkins found that students who have high motivation to
achieve generally do well academically. Students with low motivation do
not do well academically. Their findings are supportive of the 4th
hypothesis. Table-3 finally reveals that attitude towards modernization is
positively correlated with academic performance and confirms the 5th
hypothesis. Modernization has far reaching effects on education system
and the academic performance of students. For example, earlier a student
had to go through a heap of books to find out a piece of information.
Nowadays they can simply search the net. This is less time consuming
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and very interesting for the students. When students find learning
interesting their academic performance automatically increases.

9.0 Conclusion

Everyone has a need to achieve and a fear of failure. However, these
needs vary from person to person and from situation to situation. Career
development is becoming mere and more important in youths, both male
and female. In this study, there are three important factors related to
career development which is important and challenging for youths. So
there is a need to observe the relationships between achievement
motivation, attitude towards modernization and academic performance
among the university youths. Modernization brings about changes, both
positive and negative, in social norms and way of life. The present study
was undertaken so that youths could accept the positive changes and use
their achievement motivation along with it to do better in their academics.
Because, future career and socio-economic position of a student directly
depends on his/ her academic results. Successful youths will be
responsible to build a better future in our country. Because, "Today's
youth are tomorrow's future."
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Abstract: The article explores the living standards, health
conditions, education background of street beggars in Dhaka
city. It illustrates that compared to the increasing population in
Dhaka city capital of Bangladesh; beggars are also increasing in
an alarming rate. It is such a life style in which one kind of people
depends on other to earn their livelihood. Though beggars are
the part of human socieiy, they cannot enjoy their rights properly.
Even they lead a miserable life.depriving from education, food.
shelter facilities of the city. Better treatment is beyond their
means. Besides, many social crimes are also being commiitted by
them. A large number of beggars mean non utilization of
available human resources and drag upon the existing resources
of the society. Basically they are the victim of vicious cycle of
poverty. Apart from this, some are forced to beg by vested
quarter. Besides, we have suggested some possible solutions to
stop increasing beggars. In this regard a questionnaire survey
study has been conducted to explore the socioeconomic
conditions of street beggars in Dhaka city.

Introduction:

Nowadays the low income countries of the world are experiencing
several problems without adequate solutions such as poverty,
malnutrition, unemployment etc. Bangladesh is not exceptional of these.
Associating with these problems beggary has created a grave concern in
Bangladesh especially in the city of Dhaka, which is one of the
megacitics in the world. In Bangladesh about 1,141 persons living in per
sq km in the countryside whereas 18,055 persons living in Dhaka city
with a birth rate of 1.4 per couple, there would be about 20 lakh new
mouths to be added every year (Khan, Asaduzzaman 2011). Experts opine
that according to the infrastructural facilities and carrying capacity
maximum 50,0000 people can live in Dhaka city. Another report shows
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that in Dhaka there are more than 13 million inhabitants. Moreover, daily
2136 people are newly entering in capital. According to the statistics it is
supposed to add 7,80,000 people annually in Dhaka city (K. Zehadul,
2010). With a population of more than 13 million, Dhaka has been ranked
the most densely-populated city in the world. Along with bulk inhabitants
higher beggar population creates manifold problems such as traffic
congestion, proliferation of glums and heightening pressure on utility
services." They cause troubles: Sometimes they cause accident (Ahmed,
K. Neaz). Pedestrians and passengers are being annoyed by the increasing
beggars. It is said that beggars are also liable to demolish beautification
of the city. In abroad, the beggars beg of showing or doing some activities
for giving pleasure to the mass people, but in Bangladesh things are
totally different. This large number of beggar has questionable
contributions in the overall socio-economic development in the country.
Rather they consume a great ‘percentage of our national income. Thus
they are treated as unused human resource in the society as well as burden
in the national life.

1.2 Rationale of the study.

In the capital and other major cities in Bangladesh, various government
agencies said that the number of beggars will be not less ggars athan one
million and it is increasing in an alarming rate. Although there is no
specific documents about the number of beggar in the country, yet
approximately around 6,00,000 to 7.00.000 here living across the country
a few years back, but has increased substantially (http://balita.ph/20 10).
For this reason, the street beggars have become a socio- economic and
policy issue of Bangladesh government and they have planned to
eradicate begging in the next five years, in addition to the national
parliament passed anti-beggar bill on Ist April 2009. As the citizen of
Bangladesh the street beggars have right to get facilities from the
government in order to fill their basic needs. The development initiatives
of the government will not be successful if this segment of people is
excluded from the government support. For the betterment of the street
beggars it is necessary to know their overall condition such as
demographic information, livelihood patterns, family background,
housing condition etc. So far we know no study was conducted especially
on this area. We have found very few studies which have covered some
of the above aspects. So, to address the problem of the street beggars first
it is necessary to conduct some primary studies, so that the policy makers
can take some steps on the basis of the findings. Considering these
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necessities the present study leads to be one of the pioneers in this arena.
1.3 Beggar and Its correlates
(1) Socio-economic Condition

The term Socio comes from social, and refers to any number of
demographic and social conditions, such as the age structure, racial
composition, sex ratio, marriage and-divorce rates and so on. Economic
refers to the economic conditions, such as income, unemployment rates,
savings rates, and so on. Social scientists use socioeconomic as an
umbreila term to cover a wide variety of interrelated social and economic
factors that might tend to explain an observed phenomenon, event or set
of events. Social scientists have long observed that crime rates are
associated with low income, birth rates, the divorce rate, and other
factors. None of these occur in isolation. They are all related to each
other. ‘

(ii) Street Beggar

A street beggar is a person who begs in the street and asks for alms or
charity or performance such actions which derive sympathy from others
and who give something in return. So, street beggar refers who beg in the
street requesting a donation in a supplication manner. Beggars are
commonly found in public places such as street comers of public
transport, where the request money, most commonly in the form of spare
change. They may use cups, boxes-of hats to collect donations
(wiktionary.org).

(iii) Beggary

Beggary means begging on the roads or on door to door standing or
entering a dwelling, house or a place of business of otherwise for the
maintenance of himself and his dependants (Hyderabad Beggary Act,
1941). In addition to, soliciting or receiving alms, in a public place
whether or not doing such as singing, dancing, fortune telling, performing
or offering any activities for sale. It also denotes, having no visible o
subsistence and wandering, about or remaining in any public place in
such condition orl manner, as makes it likely that the person doing so
exist soliciting of receiving alms.
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1.4 Beggary: A Common Scenario of Dhaka City

The vast rural population often undergo natural calamities, mainly river
erosion which render millions homeless and without provision for
earning livelihood. A sizeable portion of such rootless people find its way
into cites and towns in search of jobs. They work as day laborers,
domestic helps, rickshaw-pullers and vendors. Those who are physically
disabled and too old find begging as a profession. Their numbers are on
the rise (The Financial Express, 2012). There is no place in the Dhaka city
where beggars are not found. Mainly they gather on Friday near the
mosques in the towns, bus stand, and railway stations, in front of markets
and in the traffic signals. Almost all of the city's intersections, including
Sonargaon Hotel, Sheraton Hotel, Kakrail, SAARC Fountain, Gulshan 1,
Gulshan 2, Shahbagh, Motijheel and Baitul Mukarram, buzz with the
whining beggars. Typical locations include -office building entrances,
ATMs, parking meters, cultural precincts, particularly locations where
there are queues for entry by tourists, major sports venues, petrol stations,
fast food venues and restaurants, convenience and grocery stores (G.
Rabbany 2007).

1.5 Beggars Classification and Way. of Begging

The Following types of beggar can be seen in the street of Dhaka city. (i)
Able-bodied adult beggars: They beg because they are unemployed or
underemployed and have no other sources of money to support
themselves. On the other hand same lazy who are not prepared to work
hard are also tempted to become beggars. ii) Able-bodied child beggars:
they are forced to beg due to family disorganizations. iii) Hereditary
beggars: they consider begging as their hereditary profession. They beg
without any hesitation. iv) Sick or Diseased beggars are suffering from
chronic and incurable disease such as leprosy, T.13, skin diseases etc. v)
Physically disabled beggars include blind, deaf dumb and crippled. vi)
Mentally retarded beggars are fond to be mentally deranged. vii) Old and
incapable beggars beg due to incapacity to work and earn a living. viii)
Religion mendicants beg because they believe that beggary has the
sanction of religion. (Rao, C.N. Shankar: 2000) Many of them recite
verses from the holy "The Quran" and some are found singing Gazal
(Islamic song). While begging in the street some of them utter peculiar
sound to draw the attention of the passers-by. Some of them carry
testimonial of the local chairman or from any important person, or from
the physicians to help them for the time being. Some beg for the
treatment, some for the help of his daughter's marriage. Nowadays they
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play many tricks to draw the attention of the people. Many falsehoods are
being played by them. There are countless false tricks they apply.
Children also take some tricks to beg. Sometimes they sell used/stale
flowers during traffic signal, seeking alms by washing glass of car during
traffic signal. Sometimes they beg in the park saying false story like as "I
have not taken any food whole day, my step mother does not give me food
etc", then they try to cry but few minutes later they laugh. In some places
some beggars are proved cheaters.” Some able bodied are found
pretending lame, blind or dump. Some healthy beggars pretend to be
patients {G. Rabbany 2007).

1.6 Cruel Trade behind Beggary

It is found that children begging on the streets whose arms are amputated
from the elbow or legs amputated from the knees. These children offer a
very melancholic site and any soft person passing them cannot but help
giving alms to them. These children are trained to play even musical
instruments like a harmonium which they sometimes carry along. Some
sing as well as they could, others play pranks and entertain the people
mostly in rail compartments. Children are also trained how to cry and
make melancholic faces so that people give them more arms. There are
team leaders around them to watch the performance of these beggar
children. Those who do not cry properly or beg properly are taken to task
and their performance is monitored until they improve. In addition to,a
vested syndicate is actively involved in this trade. They are adopting
heinous strategies such as kidnapping children and making them disabled
forever in order to deploy them in beggary. This sort of monstrous
incidents has occurred in different parts of country. Last year on
September 06, 2010, the media reported one such incident where a man
named Omar Faraq kidnapped a seven-year-old named Niyamul ftom
Kamrangir Char in Dhaka. The thugs severely injured the children with
sharp blades. A case was lodged in this regard. However, the victim's
family was threatened, allegedly in cooperation with the police. Some
human rights organizations raised their voice against such barbaric
activities. In the end, Law enforced group (Rapid Action Battalion)
arrested Omar Faruk who confessed involvement with many illegal
- businesses. Reportedly, he used to intentionally impair healthy children in
various cruel methods and forced them to get into beggary (Weekly
Robbar 2011).
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There are more than 30,000 beggars, under the control of about a hundred
unscrupulous influential people, have been begging in groups in different
places in Dhaka. The groups that trade in beggary collect paralyzed,
blind, disfigured children, men and women and deploy them to beg at
public places on a salary or commission basis. The owners of the beggars
take all the money from them except their contractual salary or
commission. The money earned in hardship by these beggars has turned
these bosses into millionaires with luxurious houses and cars. There are
lots of complains against the syndicate in the capital city. Some people
have been arrested several times but released through bail after
sometimes. Not only do they get the beggars into begging, but also they
involve them in terrorist activities. They are also involved with drug
business. In connection with some dishonest government officials, the
bosses of beggars allegedly earn money in illegal ways (Daily New Age
2011).

2.0 Objectives of the Study

The main objective of the study is to asses the socio-economic conditions
of the street beggars of some selected areas of Dhaka city. To achieve the
major objective, the study also sets the following specific objectives.
These are

i) to find out the root causes of seeking alms;
i) to explore their livelihood (daily income and expenditure) pattern;
iii) to examine their educational and health facilities;

iv) to investigate the unmanageable problems they are to face usually
security, police torture etc;

v) to know the policy initiated by government and non-government
organizations for them;

3.0 Literature Review

In the article "Categories of Street Beggars and Factors Influencing Street
Begging In Central Tanzania" 2102 Baltazar M.L. Namwata et al. showed
that street beggars fell into four categories namely beggars on the streets,
beggars of the streets, beggars in the streets, and beggars of street
families, based on where they slept after begging hours and contacts with
their families. Furthermore, the phenomenon of street begging is an
outcome of many factors, including poverty, unemployment, physical
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challenges, death of parents and family disintegration. The study
recommends that to address the phenomenon of street begging, policy
planners and local government authorities must adopt multi-faceted,
multi-targeted, and multi-tiered approaches in the form of preventative
and responsive interventions.

CSID 2008 investigated that due to unfavorable situation many persons
with disabilities (children, men, and women) are being bound to start
begging on the street just for survival. Street beggars are being treated as
lower cast in our society and they are being isolated. They do not have
values and not even having minimum respect in the society. So, many
disabled persons who are street beggar living inhuman lives. Their rights
are being violated in every sphere of lives. The paper suggests that
earning money and economic independence is the way to establish a
person's self-confidence, self-esteem, acceptance and dignity in the
family as well as society, but that- must be in a dignified way or
profession. Inaccessible infrastructure, transport system, unfriendly
workplace environment and office equipment and inaccessibility in the
financial support are the major barrier for employment of persons with
disabilities in a dignified way. There is hardly any place in the world
where beggars cannot be found. Even begging exists in the "advanced
countries" of Europe and America. In some Middle Eastern countries
such as Saudi Arabia where begging is officially outlawed, still one can
still find some people begging. If they are not Saudi Arabian citizens, they
are foreign nationals who come purposely to beg. This shows how serious
the problem is (Omotosho A. 0 2001). People are doing beggary for many
causes. Usually, people adopted begging because of destitution, broken
homes, diseased, physical handicap and unguided childhood etc.
Generally they are available at rubbish dumb, road sides, and traffic lights
and under flyovers. The term varies in terms of connotation, degree and
kind (Devi Shanti 1962).

A Worldwide NGO World Vision (2010) explored that poverty, domestic
abuse and violence, broken families or death of a caregiver(s) are some
of the reasons why people become homeless and children
unaccompanied. While some people are forced into begging, others turn
to begging as a way to make money because there are few alternatives.
The majority of adult beggars are disabled, elderly, mentally ill or
afflicted with a stigmatized illness, such as leprosy. Children may also
accompany adult beggars either through necessity or to be used to elicit
greater sympathy from passersby.
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Ojo, Y. A. (2005) showed that regardless of the reasons for which begging
is taken to, the state of anomie of the city allows the beggar (of whatever
category) to remain shameless, unidentifiable and 'faceless'. This attribute
of facelessness resulting from the population thickness and heterogeneity
of the city makes it difficult for the power that be and other concerned
parties to get the urban street cleansed of beggars. It is no sooner that
some of the state governments in the federation evacuate the beggars
from the city than they reappear. Swanson, K. (2007) examined that
indigenous beggars and street vendors are perceived to threaten the
"proper" meaning of urban space or, rather, threaten the dominant
ideological construction of space. If the ideological construction of urban
space is to be a space of "beauty” or a space for tourism then, "ragged"
beggars become incompatible with this meaning. These taken-for-granted
aspects of place are thus used to turn attention away from social problems
and reframe the issue in terms of the quality of a particular place. The
issue thus becomes more about removing indigenous street vendors and
beggars from the streets (framed in the common sense discourse that "the
streets are no place for a child", for instance) rather than trying to
alleviate the larger forces that push them there in the first place.

Baltazar M.L. Namwata, et al. (2011) showed that the appearance of
beggars who seemed to spend most of their time on the streets and public
spaces in many urban areas of developing countries can be traced back to
the late 1960's. This situation is a reflection of urban complexities
worldwide and has become a very common and familiar phenomenon for
a long time. The population 6f beggars on our streets is growing
exponentially. Today, their presence in the streets of urban arcas of
developing countries is recognized to be a serious problem that requires
urgent redress. Not only have their numbers grown over the years, their
lifestyles and the display of overtly aggressive behavior make them the
subjects of suspicion and hostility by the public at large and the law
enforcement agencies in particular. The menace of street begging as a
potential threat to the environmental, economic and social survival of
humanity societal fabric is evident. Jelili MO (2006) suggested that
begging also constitutes economic threat to the society as beggars are not
economically productive in any way since they contribute nothing to
national economy The city and national economy is retarded as
considerable proportion of beggars population depend on the already
overstretched workforce. The environmental implications of begging is
made manifest not only in beggars' tendency to obstruct free flow of
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human and vehicular traffic but also their high tendency to generate dirty
materials either as waste or as parts of their belongings to their regular
routes and stations. Although, the negative implications of begging
discussed above have generated research efforts of various scholars,
much has not been done on the social etiology of this social phenomenon.

Hitchcock, Tim (2005) examined that in the case of begging, we are
confronted with a phenomenon that*helps to remind us of the continuing
importance of a moral economy in determining the everyday behavior of
individual men and women. However compelling the new discourses of
capitaiism and utilitarianism might have been, most people, both beggars
and ahnsgivers, continued to respond to the claims of social obligation
and Christian charity. In the process, beggars were able to use subtly the
varied rhetoric of social obligation to force the hands of their social
superiors.

4.0 Methodology of the Study

This study is basically quantitative based on both secondary and primary
data. A structured questionnaire was prepared to collect primary data
considering the objectives of the study. A draft questionnaire was tested
with 10 baggers to find out whether the questionnaire was understandable
to them or if any changes were necessary. All the beggars of Dhaka city
have been considered as population of the study and every street beggar
aged 30 to 50 has been considered as unit of analysis. Cluster sampling
has been used to select the respondents. Firstly, all the important points of
Dhaka city, where significant number of street beggars live, have been
identified. Secondly, twenty (20) significant points have been selected
purposively i.e. New Market, Sodorghat, Baind Mokaram Mosjid,
Komlapur Railway Station, Shah Jalal International Airport etc. The total
number of sample for the study was 200, which were drawn from the
selected 20 different places of Dhaka city five (5) respondents have been
interviewed [20x5=100] from each 20 places and another 100 beggars
have been selected as respondents randomly/ accidently at any place of
Dhaka city. They have been interviewed under questionnaire survey
method. So, total sample size is two hundred 200.

5.0 Limitations of the Study

The beggar problem as such has seldom been a subject of rigid scientific
inquiry. No doubt, there have been a few local studies and regional
investigations but no definite research has been conducted on the problem



Sou Measuring Socio-economic Conditions of Street Beggars at Dhaka City in Bangladesh: ...

Ka=i Shahdat Kabir PhD Md. Abdullah Al Helal Md. Mahbubur Rahman

in its entirety and proper perspective in our country perspective. On the
other hand beggars do not want to disclose their real information due to
fear of being cheated or being eradicated by government or vested
syndicate.

6.0 Major Findings of the Study

6.1 Respondents Profile .

Gender Frequency Percentage (%)
Male 120 60

Female ! 80 40

Total | 200 100%

Table-1 : The data were collected from the significant points of Dhaka
City Corporation area wherel street beggars are available. Among them
60% respondents were male and 40% were female.

6.2 Age of Respondents

Age Frequency Percentage (%)
30 — 34 Years y 34 17
35-39 Years 26 13

40 - 44 Years 52: 25

45 - 49 Years 41 21

50 - 54 Years 29 15

55 - 60 Years 18 9

Total 200 100%

Table-2 Data shows that majority respondents (25%) were 40 to 44 years
of old while 21%, 17%, 15%. 13% and 9% were 45-49, 30-34, 50-54, 35-
49 and 55-60 years of old respectively.

6.3 Residential Status

Figure-1




CETIB-EAT SR, TR @b, ©G 3858 /THHT 033 So9q

He above figure shows that only 18 percent beggars claimed that they are
resident of Dhaka City Corporation. On the other hand 82 percent beggars
confessed that they have migrated to Dhaka city from the country side.
Among the migrated beggars 64 percent migrated with family and 36
percent migrated alone. Poverty, rural unemployment and frequent visit
of natural disaster are the root causes of migration to Dhaka they
mentioned.

>

6.4 Sleeping Arrangement
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Figure-2

The survey reveals most of the street beggar's (46%) sleeping place at
night is footpath. The second most (24%) sleeping position is pubic place
such as bus terminals, rail stations etc. and do not use pillow or mate
during sleeping. Mosquito appears their main enemy at sleeping time.
Only a fraction of street beggars found in the survey who sleep in own
house (5%), parent house (3%), sister/brother's house (2%) and relative's
house (6%) as well.

6.5 Educational Background

OAttended at Shool
@ Never Attended at School

Figure-3
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According to the survey, 22% street beggars of Dhaka City Corporation
area attended at primary school where 3% completed class five which
was the highest class they completed and the rests dropped out before
that. In contrast 78% respondents never attended at school.

6.6 Reason of Begging

¥

Poverty

@ Physically Handicapped

O Lost Everything in Natural Disaster
O Sickness of Family Member

® Departure of Husband

O Sepatation of Husband

Figure-4

The survey shows that most of the beggars are the victim of vicious cycle
of poverty- 551 percent street beggars disclosed that they beg due to
poverty. In addition to, 12 p rcent forced to beg due to their physical
impairment. Others also indicated natural disaste (51/0) specially river
erosion and famine what made them destitute, sickness of family member
(12%), departure of husband (9%) and separation of husband (7%) as
additional factors behind their beggary.

6.7 Percentage Distribution of the Years of Begging

10% 14%

1-5 Years
B6-10 Years
011-15 Years
016-20 Years
26% W 21-25 Years
@ 26-30 Years

16%

27%

Figure-5

Among the respondents 14 percent had been begging around 1-5 years
whilst 26%, 27%, 16%, 7% and 10% had been begging almost 6-10,11-
15, 16-20, 21-25 and 26-30 years in that order.
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6.8 Begging Hours
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Figure-6

Figure shows that 3 1 % of the street beggar interviewed in the survey
was found to 10- 12 hours per day. Besides, consequently 38%, 28% and
3% was seen to beg 8-10, 4-7 and 13 hours.

6.9 Percentage Distribution of Money Earned by Respondents

o VA il it Z %
L 1-100 TK 101-200 TK 201-300 TK 301400 TK 401-500 TK

Figure-7

Highest amount of money earned by street beggars in Dhaka city is 401-
500 TIC daily basis and percentage 7% but average figure of earning of
the beggars in the city is 201300 TIC per day and 39 percent beggar earn
that sum of money.
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6.10 Nature of Expenditure

[ Serest]
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Figure-8

45% respondents said that they spend 1-100 Tk per day. Furthermore,
26% and 21% claimed that their each day expenditure 10 1 -200TK and
201-300 respectively. Only few respondents (8%) informed, their daily
disbursement 301-400 TK.

6.11 Major Sectors of Expenditure

0 Buying Food

0 Children Education
; @ House Rent

T ; i o Treatment

=

4 60 80 100

Figure-9

Most of the street beggars (48%) in the survey were found to spend for
buying food. 23% and 13% used up for receiving treatment and children
education purpose. 16% was also seen to spend house rent purpose who
would live in rental house.
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6.12 Access to Pure Drinking Water
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Figure-10

Street beggars have limited access to pure drinking water. Figure shows
that only 6% percent drink pure drinking water. Others do not boil water
for him as well as for family members. Commonly they drink water
directly supplied by WASA. And very often they suffer from water born
disease. Even they have limited access to hygienic latrine. Only 15%
beggars depend on sanitary latrine.

6.13 Treatment Receiving Centre
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Figure-11

They usually depend on low cost treatment facilities such as pharmacy
(33%), homeopathic doctor (16%). community clinic (8%). and
government hospital (21%). They have the tendency to see the Kabiraj
(20%) as well. Very few street beggars go to registered doctor (2%) in
case of sickness because it is beyond their means to afford the charge.
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6.14 Nature of health facilities provided by government
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Figure-12

Regarding health service provided by government 93% unfortunate street
beggar claimed during interviewed period that they never get such kind
of health facilities. Only a fraction of street beggar (7%) fortune enough
is getting government health facilities.

6.15 Source of Entertainment
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Figure-13

Gossiping with family members is the main source of entertainment to
28% street beggar. Others also depend on sporting (I/0). watching TV
(17%). listening Radio (24%), Folk song (8%). Religious ceremony
(18%) and cinema hall (4%) for recreation.

7.0 Recommendation and conclusion

1) Now they have no opportunity to get back in normal life or
independent work who are deployed as the raw materials by powerful
person. Government, various NGOs or wealthy people have to take their
responsibility.
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2) Making the family self reliant by creating job opportunity for their
family member then the person, who is involved with begging, can be
hand over to their family.

3) Training like weaving, spinning. dyeing, tailoring, carpentry. basket
making, brick making, toy making, washing cloths and pressing diem,
cooking etc. should be arranged so that they can be involved in any
profession. In this regard Ministry of Social Welfare and different social
service institutions can play a pioneer role.

4) Rehabilitation program should be designed and implemented.
Otherwise beggar's eradication program by law enforcement force will
not come to work.

5) It is also necessary to provide economic assistance to the widow and
aged person.

6) In addition to, government have to take steps to alleviate poverty
properly supervise the policies and programs taken for poverty
alleviation. Because through the vicious cycle of poverty most of the
beggar turns into beggary. In this regard government can collect Zakat
and distribute properly among needy to alleviate poverty

7) At best we can create some rules for begging. for example a beggar will
sit on a predestined place and will not reach out for people.

8) Moreover, those mastermind of begging business, who get the poor-
helpless people in begging by stolen or making physically impaired as
well as alluring them bread and butter. have to be brought under judge
and have to be given exemplary punishment.

The overall socio economic condition of beggars in Dhaka city is not
satisfactory at all. Beggars are the people who have no dignity in the
society. They are always undermined and humiliated by the well off
people. They are depriving of all the civil facilities from the country. They
are considered themselves as stumpy categorized people in the society.
But it is a noticeable mater that they can be the integral part of overall
development of the nations, if they are properly trained up and utilized.
Furthermore. Government and NGOs should take necessary steps to
uplift their socio-economic conditions.
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