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ECNEC = Executive Committee of the National Environment Council 

NEC = National Environment Council 

NEMAP = National Environment Management Action Plan 
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PART II 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY 

Article No. 13 The people shall own or control the instruments and means of production and distribution, and 
Principles of with this end in view ownership shall assume the following forms : 
o wtzerslt ip 

a. state ownership, that is ownership by the state on behalf of the people through the creation 
' of an eficient and dynamic nationalised public sector embracing the key sectors of the 
- economy; 

b. co-operative ownership, that is ownership by co-operatives on behalf of their members 
within such limits as may be prescribed by law; and 

c. private ownership, that is ownership by the individuals within such limits as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Article No. 14 It shall be a filndamental responsibility of the state to emancipate the toiling masses- the 
Emancipation of peasants and workers- and backward sections of the people from all forms of exploitation. 
peasants and 
workers 

Article No. 15 It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the state to attain, through planned economic growth, 
Provision of a constant increase of forces and a steady improvement in the material and czlltzrral 
basic necessities standard of living of the people, with a view to securing to its citizens- 

a. the provision of the basic necessities of life, includingfood, clothing, shelter, education and 
medical care; 



b. the right to work, that is the right to guaranteed employment at a reasonable wage having 
regard to the quantity and quality of work; 

c. the right to reasonable rest, recreation and leisure; and 
d. right to social security, that is to say, to public assistance in cases of undeserved want 

arising from unemployment, illness or disablement, or suffered by widows or orphans in 
old age, or in other such cases. 

Article No. 16 The state shall adopt effective measures to bring about a redical transformation in the rural 
Rural develop- areas through the promotion of an agricultural revolution, the provision of rural electrification, 
ment and agri- the development of cottage and other industries, and the improvement of education, 
cultural communications and public health, in those areas, so as progressively to remove the disparity 
revolution in the standards of living between the urban and the rural areas. 

Article No. 18 rn The state shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the improvemnt of public 
Public h ealtlz health as among its primary duties, and in particular shall adopt effective measures to 
and mortality prevent the consumption, except for medical purposes as may be prescribed by law, of 

alcoholic and other intoxicating drinks and of drugs which are injurious to health. 

Article No. 19 rn The state shall endeavour to ensure equality of opportunity to all citizens. 
Equality of 
opportunity a The state shall adopt effective measures to remove social and economic inequality between 

man and man and to ensure the equitable distribution of wealth among citizens, and of 
opportunities in order to attain a uniform level of economic development throughout the 
Republic. 

Article No. 21 (lJ It is the duty of every citizen to observe the Constitution and the law, to maintain 
Duties of citizens discipline, to perform public duties and to protect public property. 
and of public 
servants & Every person in the service of the Republic has a duty to strive at all times to serve the 

people. 

Article No. 23 The state sha7l adopt measures to conserve the cultural traditions and heritage of the people, 
National Culture and so to foster and improve the national language, literature and the arts that all sections of 

the people are afforded the opportunity to contribute towards and to participate in the 
enrichment of the national culture. 

PART I11 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

Article No. 31 To enjoy the protection of law, and to be treated in accordance with law, and only in 
Right to protec- accordance with law, is the inalienable right of every citizen, wherever he m q  be, and of every 
tion of law other person for the time being within Bangladesh, and in particular no action detrimental to 

the life, liberty, body, reputation or property of any person shall be taken except in accordance 
with law. 

Article No. 36 Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the public interest, evev  citizen shall 
Freedom of have the right to move freely throughout Bangladesh, to reside and settle in any place therein 
Movement and to leave and re-enter Bangladesh. 

Article NO. 42 rn Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law, every citizen shall have the right to 
Rigirts to acquire, hold, transfer or otherwise dispose of property, and no property shall be 
Property compulsorily acquired, nationalised or requisitioned save by authority of law. 



A law made under clause a shall provide for the acquisition, nationalisation or 
requisition with compensation and shall either fix the amount of compensation or spec& 
the on which or the manner in which, the compensation is to be assessed or 
paid; but no such law shall be called in question in any court on the ground that any 
provision in respect of such compensation is not adequate. 

Article No. 44 a The right to move the High Court Division in accordance with clause & of article 102, for 
Enforcement of the enforcement of the rights conferred by this Part is guaranteed. 
fundamental 
rights m Without prejudice to the powers of the High Court Division under article 102, Parliament 

may by law empower any court, within the local limits of its jurisdiction, to exercise all or 
any of those powers. 

Article No. 47 No law providing for any of the following matters shall be deemed to be void on the 
Enforcement of ground that it is inconsistent with, or takes away or abridges, any of the rights guaranteed 
fundamental by this Part- 
rights 

Saving for (a) the compulsoly acquisition, nationalisation or requisition of any property, or the control or 
certain laws management thereof whether temporarily or permanently; 

(b) the extinction, modzfication, restriction or regulation of rights to search for or win minerals 
or mineral oil: 

if parliament in such law (including, in the case of existing law, by amendment) expressly 
declares that such provision is made to give effect to any of the fundamental principles of state 
policy set out in Part II of this Constitution. 

PART VI 

CHAPTER I 

THE JUDICUR Y 

Article No. 102 & The High Court Division on the application of any person aggrieved, may give such 
Power of Higll directions or orders to nay person or authority, including any person performing any 
Court Division to filnction in connection with the affairs of the Republic, as may be appropriate for the 
issue certain enforcement of any of the fundamental rights conferred by Part III of this Constitution. 
orders and 
directions etc. m The High Court Division may, if satisfied that no other efJicacious reme4 is provided by 

law- 

(a) on the application of any person aggrieved, make an order- 

(i) directing a person performing any fiinctions in connection with the affairs with the 
Republic or of a local authority to reffain @om doing that which he is not 
permitted by law to do or to do that which he is required to do; or 

(ii) declaring that any act done or proceeding taken by a person performing functions 
in connection with the afSairs of the Republic or of a local authority has done or 
taken without lawftd authority and is of no legal effect; or 



(b) on the application of any person, make an order- 

(i) requiring a person holding or purporting to hold a public ofice to show under 
what authority he claims to hold that o f i e .  

& Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing clauses, the High Court Division 
shall have no power under this article to pass any interim order in relation to any law 
which article 47 applies. 

Whereon an application made under clause or sub-clause (a) of clause (2J, an interim 
order is prayed for and such interim order is likely to have the effect of- 

(a) prejudicing or interfering with any measure designed to implement any development 
programme, or any development work; 

(b) being otherwise harmful to the public interest, the High Court Division shall not make 
an interim order unless the Attorney-General has been given reasonable notice of the 
application and he (or an advocate authorised by him in that beham has been given an 
opportunity of being heard, and the High Court Division is satisfied that the interim 
order would not have the efect referred to in sub-clause (a) or sub-clause (6). 

In this article, unless the context otherwise requires, 'Iperson" includes a statutory public 
authority and any court or tribunal, other than a court or tribunal established under law 
relating to defence services of Bangladesh or any disciplined force or tribunal to which 
article I I7 applies. 

Article No. 104 The Appellate Division shall have power to isszre such directions, orders, decrees or writs as 
Issue and may be necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, including 
execution of pro- orders for the purposes of securing the attendance of any person or the discovery or production 
cesses of Appel- of any document. 
late Division 

PART XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Article NO. 144 The Executive authority of the Republic shall extend to the acqzlisition, sale, 
Execution autltority in relation transfer, mortgage and disposal of property, the carrying on of any trade or 
to property, trade etc. business and the making of any contract. 

Article No. 144A All treaties with foreign countries shall be submitted to the President, who shall 
International treaties cause them to be laid before Parliament: 

Provided that any such treaty connected with national security shall be laid in 
a secret session of Parliament. 
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I increase the productivity and real incornes of fartning far~zilies 117 the rural areas on a slrstainable 
basis; 

I attain self sufficiency it7 foodgrain production along with incretrsed prodtlctiot7 of other ntrtritional 
crops; 

I encourage export of agricultural corntnodities, particlrltrr~l~~ reget(rb/es andfiuits keeping it7 the view 
the domestic production and need; 

I promote adoption of modern agricultural practices in drj, land, wet land and coastal areas; 

I ensure sustained agricultural growth through more eJfficietit and balanced zrlilization of land, water 
and other resources and 

I to encourage comparatively large farnz to graduate into commercial fanning 

I Improvement of quality of seeds, particzrlarly HYV and hybrid seeds and enhat7cetner7t of its quantity; 

I Development of modern, irrigated and least risk agrictrltz~re with greater reliance on competitive 
markets through supply of agriczrltzrral inptrts at low cost; making public investntent more effective 
and keeping limited to key areas as required to supplement private initiatives; 

Strengthening of agricultural research and extension systems in order to develop new technologies 
relating to crop varieties, integrated farming system, organic farming, improved agronontic and 
agro-processing technologies and diffusion of the proven technologies; 

Development and dissemination of ecological[y sound and sustainable techt7ologies such as 
integrated pest management techniques, organic and bio-fertilizer use; 

Increasing profitable production of minor crops and thereby maintaining a balanced crop production 
and improve the nutritional status of the people; 

Development of suitable technologies in rain-fed, dry land and wet land farming system to enhance 
the productivity; 

Restoration/Improvement of soil fertility through better management of the organic matter ofthe soil 
to improve yields ofcrops; 

Assistance to small and marginal farmers in the establishntent of se[f-help organization which can (a) 
sustain agro-business enterprises on their own, (b) channel more credit jilnd and (c) develop 
responsibilities for technology transfer; 

Participation of NGOs in the agricultural development process; 

Improvement and conservation of plant and genetic resources through collection and conservation of 
germ plasm; 

Facilitation of access to markets and the promotion of eflcient marketing system; 

Formulation of integrated land use policy conductive to optitnum use of agricultural resources, 



I It?1plet)zentatiot7 o f  nleaslrres to cllshiotl ar i~ i  ~rtiriimize the ct(rnlcigc to  agriclrllure arid rzrrnl economy 
brought about by  natzrrul calut?lities; 

I Development o f  capabilities of r~rrrrl Ivorlierl c~rlc/ ).o~ltlz to contr.ih~rfe more t o  agricultur.al arid rural 

development; 

I Restructuring, ifneeded, o f  the existing it~stitzrtiorial set-zrp t o  cope with the chariged need; 

I Developtnent o f  hlrr~~ari resources thozcgh edzrcatiori, traittirig and  n~otivation; 

I Development and  disseminatiotl o f  appropriate location speclfic and  cost reducing prou'trctiorl and 
post-harvest techtiologies for redzrction o f  post-liarvest losses and the removal of tratisport 
bottlenecks: 

I Adoption ofpolicies and regulatiotis that b~i l l  ensure szrstainahle agricz4ltzrral development 

Key Issues 

Loss of genetic 
resources due to 
introduction of HYV 

Loss of agricultural 
land fertility due to 
overuse of agro- 
chemicals leading to 
increasing depen- 
dence on these 
chemicals 

Non-availability of 
irrigation water 
during the dry season 
due to reduction in 
river flows and 
abstraction of ground 
water 

Recommertded Actions 

Preservation of Genetic 
Resources 

Change in cropping pattern 
and agrictrltural land use 
patterns 

Appropriate regulation for 
the use of pesticide and 
agro-chemicals and its 
enforcement. 

Use of sustainable 
agriculture 

Sustainable use of ground 
and surface water. 

Types of 
Actions 

Project 

Policy/Project 

Policy/ 
Advocacy 

Policy/Project 

Policy. 

Actors/Agettcies 

GOB, Agrictrltural 
Research organization, 
BAU 

Agriculture Research 
Organization (GOB), 
BA U, Universities. 

GOB, rl!oEF, hlo.4, 
BA RC. 

Community organi- 
zations/ NGOs, research 
organizations 

A40,4gri., BARC 

LGED, Con~munitj~ 
orga~iirations/~\~GOs 

Spec~jic Actiort 

Establisllrnerzt of gene 
bank and local genepool 
invetztoty on wild 
relatives. 

Research and deve- 
lopment on cropping 
pattern for szrstainable 
land use 

Forn~~tlation of legis- 
lation/r.ttles and regula- 
tions. 

Pilot study and field 
research. 

Extension Programme. 

Formnlatio~z of 
appropriate rules and 
reg~rlations 

Development of 
slutainable minor 
irrigation scheme. 



Key Issues 

Flooding and 
associated loss of life 
and proper@. 

General failure to 
take environmental 
consideration in the 
formulation of FCD/I 
project due to 
absence of a 
guideline. 

Inadequate partici- 
pation of people in 
the FAP. 

Poor designing and 
planning of FCD/I 
projects leading to 
over topping britches. 

Types of 
Acfioris 

Policy. 

Policy. 

Policy. 

Acfor.s/Agencies 

GOB, g r i c ~ l t r e  
Researclz O~~ganizations 

Conlnllrnity organi:a- 
rions/NGOs 

GOB, Agri-Researcl~ 
Organizations, Comnzlr- 
nily o~.gani:a- 
tions/]l:GOs, people 

Resecirch Organiia- 
tiom, C O I I I I I I ~ ~  
organi:ations/hrGOs . 

Key Issues 

Incidence of pest 
attack and disease. 

Adverse effect on 
land fertility due to 
crop intensi@/ 
cropping pattern 

Removal of agri- 
cultural residue 
leading to reduction 
of soil fertility. 

Specific Acfiori 

Pilot project, Research 
and developnlent works. 

Action researcl~ 
progran~n~e. 

On farnz researcl~ on 
appropriate land w e  
management. 

Research and develop- 
ment works for 
appropriate technology 
innovation. 

Recommerrded Acfioris 

Integrated pest 
nzanagement 

Developnzent of appro- 
priate land use 
managenlent practices 
through far-nz level 
research. 

Development of eflicient 
chulas and alternate firel 
with resources with use of 
agricltltural residue as 
jtels. 

Recommerrded Acfiorts 

Flood protection 
controlling measure with 
people's participation. 

Developnzent of people's 
participation in water 
sectoral project 

Development of guideline 
for environnzental review of 
water sectoral projects. 

Methodology for adequate 
scope of participation of 
people in the FAP process. 

Design review of existing 
plan and on going FCD/I 
projects. 

Types of 
Acfiorts 

Project 

Policy 

Policy/ 
Advocacy 

Policy/Project/ 
Advocacy 

Projects 

Acfor.~/Agertcies 

A fo lVR 

Community Organiza- 
tions/NGOs, ADAB. CEN 

Mo FF'R, Universities, 
Research Organizations 
People, AfoEF, DOE. 

MoFVR. F'PCO, People. 

ALIAB, CEN, People. 

,l/o l l'R 

Specijic Acfiort 

Flood protection projects 
with popular 
participation and proper 
environnzental impact 
assessment 

Case studies in selected 
'water sector projects 
(NEMAP nzethodology 
could be used). 

Review of FAP 16 guide- 
lines for 
recommendation, its 
improvements if possible 
by fornzulating new 
guidelines. 

Developnzent of 
tnethodology with inputs 
ofADAB, CEN. 

Lobbying and advocacy 
for Govt. R NGO colla- 
boration. 
Design review of FCD/I 
projects taking 
environn~ental concerns 
under consideration.. 



Key Issues 

Draining of wetlands 
water logging, 
flooding, siltation, 
salinity & Bio- 
diversity. 

Absence of database 
on hydrology and 
inadequate under- 
standing of the 
flooding phenomena 
and floodplain 
management. 

Unplanned abstrac- 
tion of ground water 
leading to drawdown 
of the water table, 
failure of shallow and 
deep tubewells 

Reductiotz of availa- 
bility of water during 
the dry season in the 
Ganges river due to 
the construction of 
Farakka barrage 

Key Issues 

Unsustainable land 
use 

Loss of soil fertility 

Types of 
Actions 

Project 

Project 

Policy/Projects 

Policy/ 
Advocacy 

Project 

Recorntttettded Actiorrs 

Mitigation, restoration 
wherever possible 

A comprehensive plan for 
the developtnent and 
management of the water 
sector database 

Preparation ofg~iidelit~es 

Formulation of strategy at 
both national and interna- 
tional levels 

Detail impact study, 
nzonitoring and creation of 
database. 

Recomnrerr(led Actions 

Development of szistaina- 
ble land use nzanagenzent 

Study on indigenous 
sustainable land use 
practices. 

Soil fertility status survey 
and classification of soil 
according to fertility and 
taking care of appropriate 
soil nutrition dejciencies. 

/I ctor.s//lgerrcies 

1\10 II'R, People 

i\hl--L, ( I ) ,  
hto EF', IloE. 

~Zfoll'l?, LGED (for sntull 
scale irrigation projects) 

IMoEF', A.101, h4oW'/<, 
I\ IoFA 

Comnzunity Organiza- 
tions/NGOs, People 

GOB Research Organi- 
zations, Universities, 
Private Sector. 

Specific Action 

bnplenzentation of pilot 
project. 

Creation of research 
centre / instittitions 
dealing ~vitlz water sector 
da~obase backed lip by 
(;IS capabilities. 

Preparation of guide 
lirzes and its 
inlplen~entation. 

Raising the issue at 
regional atid interna- 
tionalforum 

Lobbyitzg and advocacy 
with the NGOs at regio- 
nal and international 
levels. 

For~nzllation of research 
projectforfiinding. 

Types of 
Actions 

Policy 

Project 

Project 

Actors/Agerrcies 

AfoLand, Agricultliral 
Researciz Organizations 
Utziversities, Commzinity 
Organizations/ NGOs 

Research Organization, 
Conzmtinity Organi- 
zations/NGOs, People. 

S W I ,  Research 
Orga~zizations, Utziver- 
siies. 

Spec~jic Actiort 

Action ResearcWFarnz 
level research 

Sttidy to increase 
eflciency of the 
production system and its 
application 

Survey projects on soil 
fertility conservation and 
nzapping. 
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Key Issues 

Management of 
degraded land 

Status of land 
resource . inventory 
classification and 
legal status 

Age old land 
registration and 
records of land right 
system 

Absence of land 
policy providing 
provision for land use 
planning and 
addressing the policy 
of land reform/land 
frag-mentation / land 
tenure / landlessness 
/land settlement such 
as distribution of 
khas lands 

Soil Conservation 
issues 

Recommeirded Actioirs 

Inventory of degraded land. 
its mapping and 
recommendation for 
appropriate use 

National land use survey in 
collaboration with research 
institutions and private 
sector. 

Modernization of land 
registration and land right 
recording system with the 
help of computer assis- 
tance such as CIS 

Formulation and 
comprehensive Land Policy 

Soil conservation measures 
in areas with high soil 
erosion such as Modhupur 
Tract, Hill slopes of 
Chittagong and Sylhet 

Types of 
Acliorls 

Project 

Project 

Policy/Project 

Policy 

Project 

Actors/Agertcies 

SRDI, SPARRSO, 
Research Organizations 
Universiies. 

Directorate, DLR, 
Research Organiza- 
tions, Private sector 

DLR, hloland, Researck 
Organizations 

MoLand 

- 

DoF. CHTDB, 
Community Organiza- 
tions/NGOs, People. 

Specifc Actiorl 

Survey and mapping 

Land use survey, land 
classification on the basis 
ofphysical uses and legal 
status and formulation of 
recom-mendation for 
subsequent replication. 

Pilot study and 
formulation of 
recommendation for 
susequent replication 

Form~llation of Land use 
plan 

Land reforms in 
corporating with 
agrarian and tenurial 
structure 

Programmes for giving 
khas land for settlements 
to the poor and 
encouraging 
environmentally sound 
and sustainable Ianduse 
pattern 

Pilot Project to develop 
appropriate Agro- 
forestry practices, 
plantation and land use 
practices for the 
conservation of soil with 
active participation of the 
local people in the areas 
mentioned. 



THE CANALS ACT, 1864 
(Bengal Act V of 1864) 

Art Act to amend an(l consolidute the lrrw relrilbtg lo llre collection of lolls on canals arrrl otlrer lines of 
navigation, rrrtd for tlre constructiort and improvernerrt of lines of rtnvigrction in B(rng1rrrleslr. 

3. It shall be lawful for the Govern~nent from tit?ze to time, to authorize any person to r~lake and open any 
naviguble channel, or to clear and deepen any navigable channel, and to stop any watercourse, or make any 
tracking path, or do any other act necessary for the making or inil~rovcnlent of unv such channel; and any 
navigable channel made under this section shall be rendered szrbject to the provisions of this Act in the manner 
prescribed in the last preceding section. 

The Government may take possession, us for u public purpose, c?f unjl lund tllut /nay be necessary for the 
execution of any of the above-mentioned works. under the provisions of any Act in force for the taking possession 
of land for public purposes. 

THE IRRIGATION ACT, '1876 
(Bengal Act I11 of 1876) 

An Act to provide for irrigation in Bangladesh. 

3. In this Act, unless tilere be something repugnant in the subject or context,- 

(I) "canal" includes 

(a) all canals, channels and reservoirs hitherto coratrzrcted, rt~aintcrined or controlled by Government for 
the szipply or storage of water, or which nzay hereafter be so constrzrcted, nlrrintained or controlled; 

(b) all works, embankments, structures, supply and escape channels connected with such canals, channels 
or reservoirs; 

(c) all village-channels as defined in clazrse (2) of this section, 

(4 all drainage-works as defined in clause (3) of this section; 

(e) any part of a river, stream, lake, natural collection of water or natlrral drainage-channel to which the 
Governnlent has applied the provisions of Part 11 of this Act, or of which the water has been applied or 
used before the passing of this Act for the purpose of any existing canal; 

fl all lands on the banks of any canal as defined in articles (a), (b), (4, (4 ond (e) of this clau.se, which 
have been acquired by Government; 

(2) 'rvillage-channel" means any channel by which water is ledfrom a canal directly into the fields to be 
irrigated, and includes all subsidiary works connected with uny such channel, except the slziice or 
outlet through which water is supplied from a canal to szrch channel; 



(3) 'Urainage work" means any work in connection with a system of irrigation which has been or may 
hereafter be made or improved by the Government for the purpose of the drainage of the country, 
whether under the provisions'of part IV of this Act or otherwise, and includes escape-channels ffom a 
canal, dams, weirs, embankments, sluices, groins and other works connected th?rewith, but does not 
include works for the removal of sewage ffom towns; 

(4) '(food-embankment" means any embankment constructed or maintained'by the Government in 
connection with any system of irrigation-works for the protection of lands ffom inundation, or which 
may be declared by the Government to be maintained in connection with any such system; and 
incluiles all groins, spurs, dams and other protective works connected with such embankments: 

4. Nothing contained in the Embankment and Drainage Act, 1952, shall apply to any canal or flood embankment as 
defined in this Act. 

6. Whenever it appears expedient to the Government that the water of any river or stream flowing in a natural 
channel, or of any lake or other natural collection of still watt%-, should be applied or used by the Government 
for the purpose of any existing or projected canal, 

8 

the Government may, by notfication in the Oficial Gazette, declare that the said water will be so applied or used 
after a day to be named in the said notzfication, not being earlier than three monthsfrom the date thereof: 

7. At any time after the day so named, any canal-oficer acting under the orders of the Government in this behay 
may enter on any land and remove any obstructions, and kay close any channels, and do any other thing 
necessary for such application or use of the said water. 

8. As soon as is practicable after the issue of such notrfication, the Collector shall cause public notice to be given at 
convenient places stating that the Government intends to apply or use the said water as aforesaid, and that 
claims for compensation in respect of the matters mentioned in section I I may be made before him. 

A copy of section I I ,  I2 and 13 shall be annexed to every such notice. 

9. When any claim for compensation is made before the Collector in accordance with the last preceding section, the 
Collector shall issue a notice requiring all persons interested ifi the matter in respect of which compensation is 
claimed to appear personally or by agent before him at a time and place therein mentioned (such time not being 
earlier thanfifieen days after the date of publication of the notice), and to state the nature of their respective 
interests in the property afected, and the amount and particulars of their claims to compensation for such 
interests. 

I I .  No compensation shall be awarded for any damage caused by- 

t 

(a) stoppage or diminution ofpercolation orfloods; 
(b) deterioration of climate or soil; 
(c) stoppage of navigation, or of the means of rafting timber or watering cattle. 

But compensation may be awarded in respect of any of the following matters:- 

(4 stoppage or diminution of supply of water through any natural channel to any defined artrficial 
channel, whether above or underground, in use at the date of the issue of the notrfication under section 
6; 7 

- 

(e) stoppage or diminution of supply of water to any work erected for purposes of profit on any channel, 
whether natural or artificial, in use at the date of the mid notification; - 

fl stoppage or diminution of supply of water through any natural channel which has been used for 
purpose of irrigation within the fwe years next before the date of the said notfication; 



(&) damage done in respect of any right to a water-course or the use of any water to which any person is 
entitled under the Limitation Act, 1908 Part IV; 

/ 

(h) any other substantial damage, not falling under any of the above clauses (a), (b) or (c), and caused by 
the exercise of the powers conferred by this Act, which is capable of being ascertained and estimated 
at the time of awarding such compensation. 

In determining the amount of compensation under this section, regard shall be had to the diminution in the 
market value, at the time of awarding compensation of the property in respect of which compensation is 
claimed; and, where such market value is not ascertainable, the amount shall be reckoned at twelve times the 
amount of the diminution of the annual net profits of such property, caused by the exercise of the powers 
coiferred by this Act. 

12. If any supply of drinking-water is substantially deteriorated or diminished by any works undertaken in 
accordance with a declaration made by the Government under section 6, the canal-oficer shall be bound to 
provide within convenient distance an adequate supply of good drinking-water in lieu of that so deteriorated or ' 
diminished, and no person shall be entitled to claim any filrther compensation in respect of the said 
deterioration or diminution. ' 

13. Any person on whom notice may be served under the same last preceding section, and any person interested in 
any property in respect of which such notice has been issued, may, within six weeks of the service of such 
notice, apply to the Court stating his objection to the amount of compensation as fixed by the Collector under 

G the last preceding section, and the amount which he claims as compensation. 

35. In case of any accident being apprehended or happening to a canal orflood-embankment, any canal-oficer, or 
any person acting under his general or special orders in this behalj may enter upon any lands adjacent to such 
canal orflood-embankment, and may execute all works which may be necessary for the purpose of preventing 
such accident, or repairing any damage done. 

37. In every case of entry upon any land or building under section 7, section 33, section 34 or section 35, the ' 

canal-offlcer or person making the entry shall ascertain and record the nature of any crop, tree, building or 
other property to which damage has been done, and the extent of the damage done to any such property, and 
shall tender compensation to the proprietors or occupiers for all damage done to the same by the entry or by 1 

any works executed. 

40. Whenever it appears to the Government that injury to the public health or public convenience, or to any canal, 
or to any land for which irrigation from a canal is available, has arisen or may arise porn the obstruction of 
any river, stream or natural drainage-course, the Government may, by notfiation published in the Of/lcial 
Gazette prohibi;, within limits to be defined in such notfiation, the formation of any such obstruction, or may, 
within such limits, order the removal or other mod$cation of such obstruction. 

Thereupon so much of the said river, stream or natural drainage-channel as is comprised within such limits 
shall be held to be a drainage-work as defined in section 3. 

43. Whenever it appears to the Government that any drainage works are necessary for the public health, or for the 
improvement or proper cultivation or irrigation of any land in districts to which the provisions of the 
Embankment and Drainage Act, 1952, do not, apply, or that protectionJi-om floods or other accumzllations of 
water, orpom erosion by a river, is required for any lands, 

the Government may cause a scheme for such works to be drawn up and carried into eyecution .... 

49. Any person may, with the permission of a canal.o$cer, construct a new village-channel $he has obtained the 
consenbof the owners and occupiers of the land required therefor. 

59. Every owner of a village-channel shall be bound- 



(a) to construct and maintain all works rlece.sstrr)* fbr the passage ucross szich villuge-clzun~~el of canul,~, 
village-channels, drainage-channels arid public road.s existing trt the time of its cor?strziction, and of the 
drainage intercepted by it, and for ufording proper commziriicutiot~s across it for the convenience of the 
occupants of neighbozlring lands; 

(6) to maintain such village-chatinel in afit state ofrepair for the conveyance of water; 

(c) to allow the use of it to others on szrch terms us may be tieclared equitable by the canal-officer as 
hereinafter prescribed. 

66. Any person not an owner of a village-chunnel, desiring to have u szipply of water through such village-channel, 
may make aprivate arrangement with the olcners for the conveyance of~tvuter, or tnuy apply to the canal-ofJicer 
for authority to use szich village-channel. 

67. On receipt of such application the canal-officer shull setve notice on the owtiers to show cause why such 
permission should not be granted, and, if no objection be raised, or if an)) objections be raised and found 
invalid, shall authorize the conveyance of such szipply on szich conditions as tnay appear to him equitable. 

93. Whoever, voluntarily and without proper authority, does any of the acts followi~~g, that is to say:- 

(2) interferes with, increases or diminishes the slipply of water in, or the flow of water from, through, over or 
under any car~al or drainage-work, or by any means raises or lowers the level of the water in any canal or 
drainage work; 

(3) being responsible for the nzaintenance of a village charinel, or. using a village channel, neglects to take 
proper precautions for the prevention of waste of the water thereof; or interferes with the authorized 
distribution of the water therefrom, or uses such water in at7 unauthorized manner; 

(4) corrupts or fozils the water of any canal so as to render it less fit for the purposes for ttthich it is ordinarily 
used: 

(5) destroys, defaces or moves any level-inark or water-guugefixed by the authority of a pziblic servant; 

(6) destroys or removes any apparatus, or part of any upparutus, for co17trolling or regulating the flow of 
water in any canal or drainage-work; 

(7) passes, or causes animals or vehicles to pass, in or ucross any of the works, banks or channels of a canal 
contrary to rules made under this Act after he has been desired to desist therefiotn; 

(8) without the permission of the canal-off7cer caztses, or knowingly and willjiilly permits, any cattle to graze 
upon any flood embankments, or tethers, or cazises or kno\tingly arid willfirlly pertnits any cattle to be 
tethered upon any such embankments, or roots up any grass or other vegetatiot? growing on any such 
embankments, or removes, cuts or in any way injures or cazises to be retnoved, cut or otherwise injured, 
any trees, bushes, grass or hedge interidedfor thepro~ection of such enibmktnet7t; 

(9) shall in case the offence shall not atnotint to mischief within the meaning of the Penal Code, and on 
conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to afine not e,~ceedingf;fty taka or to itnprisonment for a term not 
exceeding one month, or to both. 



94. Whoever, without the authority of the officer;- 

( I )  pierces or cuts through, or attempts to pierce or cut through, or otherwise to damage, destroy or endanger 
the stability oJ; any flood-embankment; 

/ 

(2) opens, shuts or obstructs, or attempts to open, shut or obstruct, any sluice in any such embankment, 

(3) makes any dam or other obstruction for the purpose of diverting or opposing the current of a river on the 
banks whereof areflood-embankments, or refilses or neglects to remove any such dam or obstruction when 
so required by the canal-oflcer, 

shall, in case the offence shall not amount to mischief within the meaning of the Penal Code, and on conviction 
before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred taka, or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months. 

L 

THE AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1920 
(Bengal Act VI of 1920) 

i'a 
An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to the construction of drainage and other works for the 
improvement of the agricultural and sanitary conditions of certain areas in Bangladesh. 

3. Whenever an application is received by the Collectorfi-om a local authority or local authorities, or any person, 
or person, recommending the undertaking of any work for the improvement, or, for the prevention of the 
deterioration, of the agricultural or sanitary condition of any area, or ifthe Collector is himself of opinion that 
the undertaking of any such work is necessary, he shall cause such inquiries as he may deem necessary to be 
made and shall thereafter consult the local authority or local authorities concerned: 

\ 
4.(1) On completion of the necessary inquiries and after consultation, when necessary, with the local authority or 

local authorities, the Collector shall- 

(a) i f  he considers that the proposed work should not be done, pass an order to that effect; or 

(6) ifhe considers that the work proposed or modrjied should be done, take action as hereinafter provided. 
7 

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner against every order by the Collector under clause (a) of sub-section 
(I) within thirty days of such order; and the decision of the Commissioner thereon shall be final. 

6. As soon as possible after the receipt of the scheme, the Collector shall publish a notice in the prescribed 
manner calling for objections or suggestions thereon by any local authorities, or person interested, within such 
time as may be prescribed. 

8. (1) The Collector may- 
Y 

(a) reject the scheme.. ., 

6 

(b) subject to such rules as may be prescribed in this behaK accept it with such modrjications as he may 
deem necessary, and shali determine, in the prescribed manner, the method in which, and the conditions 
subject to which, the cost of the work shall be financed and distributed. 



(2) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner against every order by the Collector under sub-section (I) within 
thirty days of such order; and the decision of the Commissioner thereon shall be final. 

/ 

10. (1) On the expiry of the periodfixed by the notice published under section 6, the committee shall proceed in the 
/ 

prescribed manner to consider any objections or suggestions in regard to the scheme received by the 
Collector, and may either accept the scheme with such modrfications as it may deem necessav, or reject it. 

(2) Whenever a scheme has been accepted by the committee, it shall frame proposals, in the prescribed manner, 
regarding the method in which, and the conditions subject to which, the cost of the work shall be financed 
and distributed. 

23. Whenever any land, other than land taken or acquired for the purpose of this Act, or any right offishery, right - 
of drainage, right of the use of water, or other right of property, is injztriozaly afected by any act done, or any 
work executed under this Act, the person in whom such property, or right is vested may prefer a claim by 
petition to the Collector, for compensation; 

., 

Provided that the rehsal to execute any work for which application is made, and the refusal of permission to 
execute any work for the ex&cution of which the permission of the Collector or any other authority is required 
under this Act, shall not be deemed acts on account of which a claim for compensation can be preferred under 
this section. 

24.(1) No claim under section 23 shall be entertained which is made later than three years after the completion of 
the work by which such right is injuriously affected. 4. 

25. When any such claim is made, proceedings shall be taken with a view to determine the amount of 
compensation, ifany, which should be made and the person to whom the same should be payable ...., 

26. In any such case which is referred by the Collector to the Court for the purpose of determining whether any, 
and, ifso, what amount of compensation should be awarded, the Court shall take into consideration- 

First, the market value of the proper@ or right injuriozlsly afected at the time when the act was 
done or the work executed; \ 

Secondly, the damage sustained by the claimant by reason of such act or work injuriously affecting the 
property or right; 

Tlzirdly, the consequent diminution of the market value of the property or right injuriously affected 
when the act was done or the work executed; 

Fourthly, whether any person has derived, or will derive, benefit from the act or work in respect of 
which the compensation is claimed or from any work connected therewith, in which case they 
shall set offthe estimated value of such benefit, if any, against the compensation which would 
otherwise be decreed to such person: 

Provided that the Court shall not take into consideration- 

First, the degree of urgency which has fed to the act or work being done or executed; 
I 

Secondly, any damage sustained by the claimant, which, lf caused by a private person, would not in any 
suit instituted against such person just@ a decree for damages. 

+L 

28. All outlets and water-channels, natural or artficial, included in a scheme under this Act, whether 
reconstructed, cleared, altered, enlarged, excavated or cut under this Act or not, and the construction and 
maintenance of embankments and dams and works therein, or connected therewith, shall be subject to the law 



for the titne being in force regulating the construction ancl ~~uiti tenu17~e of public etnbankt~~et~ts rivers, channels 
and outlets. 

29. All lands which are taken, or acquiredpermanet~tly under this Act for the purpose o f a  schenle, and any work 
constructed under this Act, and all water-char~nels, emlbanktnents and dams included within the scheme, 
whether reconstructed, cleared, altered, enlarged, excavated, or cut zinder this Act, or not, shall be vested in the 
Collector on behalf of the Governtnent, or subject to szlcll conditions as tnay be prescribed, in such local 
authority, or person as the Governnzetit, r~lay by general or special order, direct: 

Provided that when the total cost of any work has been paid by at?): local authority, or person, the said lands 
and works, including any water-channels, emhanktno~ts and cfatns, shull, subject to szlck conditions as ,nay be 
prescribed, vest in such local azltliori~, or persot?. 

30. The local authority, or person it7 whom the lands, or ulorks, ~tater-cl7urit~eIs, etnbunkments, and darns, are 
vested shall be responsible for their maintenance, subject to such rzr1t.s us may be prescribed: 

Provided that f the  collector is satisfied that sucli maintenance is being neglected, or that it is desirable, in the 
public interest, that such tnaintenance shozild be zrndertaken by the Govwtunent, he shnll report, throzrgh the 
Commissioner, to the Governtnent, who rnuy direct thut the duty of n~uir~tenat~ce be undertaken by the 
Government. 

32. (1) Any person who, without l a~ f i l l  authority, creates, or cazises to be erected, any weir or other obstruction in 
any outlet or water-channel, or cultivates the bed of a water channel, so as to obstruct natz4ral drainage, 
shall, upon convictiotz before a Magistrclte, be lic~ble to c1 penolty not exceeding two hundred Tuku for 
every such oflence. 

(2) It shall be in the discretion of such Magistrate to direct any s?!ch oflender to remove or pay for the entire 
cost ofthe renloval of any such obstrzrction. 

33. The Commissio17er, the Collector, and a committee appoititeci z117der section 9 shall h o e  all such powers as are 
conferred on a Civil Court by the Code of Civil procedure, 1908, for the purpose of co~npelling the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of evidence, and for the purpose of examining witnesses in any inquir)? or 
appeal, as the case may be, which they nzay be enzpo~vered to muke or entertain under this Act. 

34. No proceeding under this Act shall be defiated or invalidated by reason of utiy defect or omission in the 
publication or service of any notrfication, notice or order, zrnless material injury is done to any person by szrch 
defect or omission. 

THE TANKS IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1939 
(Bengal Act No. XV of 1939) 

An Act to provide for flie improvemerlt of tanks in Brrr~glacleslt for purposes of irrigcrtion. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repzrgnant it1 the subject or conte.ut,- 

(la) "agricwltural land" incltrdes land used for the growing of vegetable uric/ the like and ulso waste land which 
is capable of cultivation but does not include afrzrit garden, an orchard or any hotnesteud land; 

(2) "Collector" includes a Thana Nirbahi Oficer and any oficer appointed by the Government to exercise all 
or any of thejlnctions of a Collector under this Act; 



(7) "tank" means a reservoir, or place which has been used as a reservoir, for the storage of water whether 
formed by excavation, for the storage of water whether formed by excavation or by the construction of one 
or more embankments or place where water naturally accz~mulates, and-includes any part of a tank and 
the bank thereof except such portions of the banks as are homestead, garden or orchard lands. , 

3. I f  the Collector is of opinion that any tank has fallen into disrepair or disuse, he may serve a notice in the 
prescribed form and manner on the person having control over the tank requiring him to carry out within a 
period speczfied in the notice such improvements of the tank as the Collector considers necessary for the proper 
utilization of the tank for purposes of irrigation. 

4.(1) I f  the improvements referred to in section 3 are not carried out to the satisfaction of the Collector within the 
period specified in the notice issued under that section or within such further period as the Collector may, on 
application made to him in this behalf; think fit to allow, the Collector may, by a notice to the person having 
control over the tank and otherwise published in the prescribed form and manner, declure the tank to be a 
derelict irrigation work. 

-* 

5. Afrer the notice declaring a tank to be a derelict irrigation work has been confirmed under section I the 
Collector, if he thinksfit, may4at any time- 

(a) take possession of the tank and carry out the improvements, speclfed in the notice under section 3, or 

(b) authorize under section 6 a local authority, co-operative society, or any other person interested to take 
c. 

such action. 

6. (1) Any local authority or co-operative society, or any other person who, in the opinion of the Collector, has an 
interest in a derelict tank, may, if authorized by the Collector by an order in writing in this behalf; take 
possession of such tank and carry out the improvements specified in the notice under section 3. 

(2) In making any order under sub-section(1) the CoIlector shall, except for suflcient reason to be recorded in 
' 

writing, give preference to the sole owner or any co-sharer owner of the tank who has submitted an 
application stating that he is willing to carry out the said improvements or he may make an order in favour of 
more than one such co-sharer owner jointly. 

\ 

6A. ( I )  I f  any authorizedperson considers it necessary for the purpose of carrying out the improvements in a derelict 
tank to take possession of any land adioining such tank, he may- 

(a) ifhe is Collector, take possession of such land by order in writing; and 

(b) if he is not the Collector, apply in the prescribed manner to the Collector to be empowered to take 
possession of such land and {he Collector may, if he is satisfied afier considering the application that 
such land is required for ca;rying out the improvements, empower the authorized person by order in 
writing to take possession of such land : 

7. (1) I f  any authorizedperson- 

(a) fails to carry out the improvements to the satisfaction of the Collector within such time as may be spec$ed 
in the order under section 6, or 

/b) fails, in the opinion of the Collector, to proceed with the improvements with due diligence or to maintain 
the tank in proper condition, or 

(c) with or without the permission of the Collector gives up possession of the tank or abandons the work 
.L 

of improvement, or - 

(4 is, in the opinion of the Collector, guilty of any serious negligence or misconduct in relation to the tank or 
to persons having any right or interest in the tank or in the use of water thereoj; or 



(e) fails to comply with any order passed under secfiotl26 or section 27, 

the Collector may cancel the order tnade under section 6 as well as any order made under clause (6) of sub- 
section (I)  of section 6A, and thereupon all rights atld powers of the said authorized person in respect of 
the tank and in respect of any land of which possession is taken as a result of an order tnade under clause 
(b) of sub-section (I) of section 6A shall cease and determine, atid the Collector shall take possession of 
the tank and such land. 

(2) After taking possession of the tank and szlch land under sub-section (I) the Collector shall either appoint 
another authorizedperson to carry out the improvenlents or carry them ozlt himself: 

9A. An authorized person slzall be entitled to rettinin in possession of any lutid acQoitiing a ~ierelict tank of which 
possession is taken under section 6A as long us such person remains in possession of such derelict tank under 
section 8. 

13. Where, at the time of the taking of possession of a derelict tank by an aztthorizedpersot~, any person has a right, 
on payment of any rent or charge, to catch fish in the tank or- to take fruits form trees on, or other produce 
porn, the banks of the tank the authorizedperson shall, at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed, 
pay to the saidperson such compensation as the Collector, after such inquiry as he thinksfit, may determine. 
Such compensation shall not be less than the amount of the rent or charge which the said person continues to 
be liable to pay to the owner or any tenant of the tank and shall be deemed to be a full and complete 
satisfaction for all loss sufered by such person as a result of the interference with the exercise of his right. 

14.(1) Where the bed or any part of the bed of a tank has been leased out to cultivators for agricziltzlral purposes the 
authorized person shall pay compensation to such cultivators, and thereupon such lease shall be terminated. 
The amount of compensation payable to each czlltivator shall be such nnloztnt as the Collector, a8er such 
inquiry as the thinksfit, deems fair and equitable bzrt not less than sa!umi paid by such czrltivutor for the lease. 

14A.(I) Where the owner of a derelict tank is not the owner of any land adjoining such rank of which possession is 
taken under section 6A, or retaken under sub-section (3) of section 9B, the azrthorized person shall, at such 
times and in such manner as may be prescribed, pay to the person in possession of such land at the time of 
taking or retaking possession thereof such compensatiot.~ us the Collector, ajer  sztch inquiry as he thinks fit, 
may determine. Such compensation shall not be less than the amount of the rent which the person so 
dispossessed is liable to pay in respect of the land and shall be deemed to be afilll and complete satisfuctiot~ for 
all loss sufered by such person as a result of the interference with his possession. 

(2) Where the owner of a derelict tank is also the owner of any land adjoining such tank of which possession is 
taken under section 6A, or retaken under sub-section (3) of section 9B, the azrthorizedperson shall- 

(a) in the case where such land is in the actzral possessiot? of the owner thereoJ pay at szlch times and in such 
manner as may be prescribed to such owner such rent as the Collector, ujer  sztch inquiry as he thinksfit, 
may determine: 

Provided that where the authorizedperson is the owner of such land in acttral possession thereof; no such 
payment of the rent determined by the Collector under this Clause shall be necessary; but the amount of 
such rent shall be included in and form part of the costs incurred or likely to be inczrrred by the authorized 
person in carrying out the required improvenzents in the tank; and 

Ij.(l) During the period of possession no person shall without the permission of the Authorized Oficer use or 
occupy the tank or zrse the water thereof except for drinking or other domestic purposes or catch fish in the 
tank or take fruits from the trees on, or other procedure from, the banks of the tank, except such portion of 
the banks as are homestead, garden or orchard lands. 

(2) ... No person shall without the permission of the authorizedperson use or occupy such land or takefrltits 
from trees on, or other produce from, such land. 



16. During the period of possession all rights to use the water of the tank for irrigation purposes shall vest in the 
authorizedperson and no person shall use the water of the tank for szich purposes e-ycept ~vith the pernlission of 
the authorizedperson. 

16A. ( I )  When the possession of any tank has been taken under section 5 or section 6 the Collector shall determine 
in the prescribed manner the ma~inium area of land to the limits of which irrigation fiotn the said tank n~qy 
practicably be extended (hereinafter referred to as the marinizim irrigation area) and the Collector shall 
publish a notice in the prescribed form and nlanner defining the lin~its of the mmin7zlnl irrigation area so 
determined. 

18.(1) During the period of possession the authorized person may, subject to the provisions o f  this Act and the 
previous per~nission of the Collector, lease to any person f i~r  u period not e.xtending beyond the period of 
possession any part of the banks of the tank or any right to tcrkeji-uitfiorn trees on, or other produce from, szrch 
banks or any right to rear and catch fish in the tank. 

(2) Dzlring the period any land of which possession is taken under section 6A or retaken under sub-section (3) 
of section 9B remains in the possession of an authorizedperson, such authorizedperson may, subject to the 
provisions of this Act and the previous permission of the Collector, lease to any person for a period not 
extending beyond the said period of possession any part of the said land or any right to take fruits frorn 
trees on, or other prodzice from such land. 

(4) All sums realized by the authorizedperson under any lease granted under this section shall be applied to the 
recovery of all costs incurred or likely to be incurred by the azrthorized person it7 carrying out the required 
improvements in the tank and by the Collector in cariying out the purposes of this Act in respect of the tank 
together with interest on such costs at the rate offifteen per cent per annutn. 

19A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, no person shall acquire any occupancy 
right in any part of the banks oJ or in any land adjoining, a tank leased out to such person zrnder section 18 
and no person who held any part of the banks of any tank under a lease zlnder section 18 at any tinze since the 
comnzencement of this Act shall be deemed to have acquired any occzipancy right therein. 

20. Every authorizedperson who takes possession of a derelict tank zrnder the provisions of this Act shall maintain 
the same in proper condition, and iJ; in the opinion of the Collector, he fails to do so the provisions of sections 
5 and 6 shall be applicable as ifthe inaintenance of the tank in proper condition were an itnprovettient speclJied 
in the notice under section 3 or the Collector may, i fhe thinksfit, arrange for the maintenance thereoffrom the 
authorized person. 

26. Any person aggrieved by any action [or decision] of a11 azrthorized person, other than the Collector, may 
appeal to the Collector who after giving such authorized person an opportztnity to be heard in the matter, shall 
pass such order thereon as he thinksfit. 

35. Whoever contravenes any of the provisions of section 15, or sub-section (I)  of section 16 shall be punished with 
fine which nzqy extend to five hundred taka. 



THE BANGLADESH IRRIGATION WATER RATE ORDINANCE, 1983 
(Ordinance No. XXXI of 1983) 

An Ordit~nnce to consolid(rte rrttrl amend tlre law rel(rti~tg to the it??position of a rvnter rate for slrpply, regulation 
or storage of wnter for irrigation or flr(riitnge. 

2. Defirritions.- In this Ordinance, unless there is anything replrgnant in the subject or context,- 

(b) 'Board" n ~ a n s  the Bangladesh IflVater Developnzent Board constituted by the Bangladesh Water atzd Power 
Development Boards Order 19 72 (P. 0 .  No. 59 of 19 72); 

(c) "canal" meuns any canal, channel, including field clzcinnel, plot channel and intake channel, rlver, stremn, 
water course, reservoir, pump and tubewells constructed, installed, maintained or controlled by the 
Government or by the Board or by the Corporation for supply, regulation or storage of water for the purpose 
of irrigation or drainage, and includes any work, enzbankment, structure, supply or escape channel 
co~mected with any canal, channel or reservoir, and an,v land on the banks of any canal us defined in this 
clause; 

(4 "Corporation" means the Bangladesh Agricultural Developtnerzt Corporation establisl7ed under the 
Bangladesh Agricultzaal Development Corporation Ordinance, 1961 (E. P. Ord. ,YXXVII of 1961); 

3. Ordinance to override otlrer laws.- The provisions of this Ordinance shall have eflect notwithstanding 
anytl~ing to the contrary contained in any other law or in any contract for the time being in force. 

4. Imposition of water rate.-(]) Whenever the Governnzent is of opinion that lands within any area be benefited or 
are likely to be benefited by water szlpplied or regulated by the Government or by the Board or by the 
Corporation through any canal during any financial year, the Gbvernment may, by notrficution, declare its 
intention to impose in such area, hereinafter referred to as the notrfied area, a water rate for S Z I C ~  financial 
year; 

Provided that the water rate so specrfied for a crop season shall not exceed such rate as tnuy be prescribed: 

Providedfilrther that the water rate intended to he imposed t~zay vary from one notrf~ed area to another notrfied 
area. 

(2) On the publication of a not$cation zmder sub-section (I), any person interested in any land likely to be 
uJfected by the imposition of the water rrrte referred to in the notrfication may, within a period of one month 
from the date ofpublication of the notrfication, prefer objectiotn to the Government to the inclusion of such 
land in the area in respect of which the declaration has been made under sub-section(/). 

(3) On the expiry of the period refeel-red to in sub-section (2) for preferring objections, the Cover17tnetzt muy, 
after considering the objections, ifany, received within such period by notrfication,- 

(a) withdraw the declaration intending to impose a water rate, or 

(6) declare that a water rate in the area in respect of which the declaration under sub-section (i) was made 
or any part thereof shall be imposed. 

5. Detertnittcrtion of water rate etc.-(1) The water rate to he imposed in a notified area shall be determined by 
such authority or in such manner as nluy be prescribed: 

Provided that the water date so deter~nined may varyfronl one tzot$ed area to another area andfronz one year 
to another year. 



(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contubled in at?!> other lrnl for the titne being in force or in any 
custom, zrsage or contract, a water rate detertnined ~rntler slrh-.se~t~otl ( I ) .  J I I ( I I I  be pc!ycrhlc rti respect (.full 
agricultural lands in the notrfied urea. 

6. Remission.-(l) If; for any reason, there is, in any financial year, a total or partial failure of crops in any land in 
the notlfiecl area, the Government tnay grant total or partial remission of the lvater rate in respect of sttch 
lands. 

8. Free Passage of water for irrigation or drairtrrge.-(I) For the purpose of irrigation or drairiage of lands in the 
notrfied area, the owners or occupiers of such lands shall be bound to afford free passage for water through or 
over all lands in their possession and for that purpose, to a l lo~) ,  when so required by the Deputy Commissior~cr, 
by an order in writing, construction and ntuintetiatice of such channels as mcry be necessary: 

Provided that the capacity of such channels shall not exceed in any case two clrsecs offlow. 

(2) I f  any person refuses to cornply with an order under sub-section ( I )  the Depufy Conlnlissioner may cause 
the channel to be constructed or maintained and may inlpose a penalty which nlay extend to five times the 
water rate assessed on such land. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the titne being in force, no person shall be entitled 
to claim any compensation for any damage or loss which may be caused as a result of construction or 
maintenance of any channel under sub-section (I) or sub-section (2): 

Provided that he shall be entitled to remission of water rate in respect of that portion of land which is affected 
by such constrziction or maintenance of channels. 

9. Penalty for diversion of rrormal flow of water by obstrrrction, etc.-(I) If; without any written permission of 
the Deputy Commissioner, any obstruction is put in any channel referred to in section 8 or other canal or any 
cut is made on the bank thereof as a result of which the nornzalflow of~rlater through such channel or canal is 
diverted for the purpose of irrigating any land or for storing wcrter fbr any purpose, the Deputy Cotntnissioner 

may- 

(a) take such measures as he may consider nece.ssaty to retnove such obstruction or to close such cut; and 

(6) impose a penalty, which may extend to reti time the water rate u.s.scssedfbr the finuncial year during which 
the obstruction is put or the cut is made, on the persons who are the owners or the occupiers of lands 
irrigated by, assessed to water rate under section 7 who are the owners or occupiers of the lands irrigated 
by, or filled up with, water so diverted, ajier giving them an opportunity of showing cause against the 
imposition of such penalty: 

Provided that no such penalty shall be itnposed on any person who proves to the satisfiction of the Deputy 
Commissioner that such obstrliction was put or slrch cut was tnude ~t'ithout his kno~vledge or consent. 

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order imposing a penalty utider this section may, within thirty days frotn the 
date of receipt of the order, appeal to such appellate authority as tnay be prescribed, and the decision of 
the appellate authority in such appeal shall be final. 

10. Prevention of unautlrorized use or waste of water,-(1)It shall be the duty of the owners or occupiers of lands in 
the notiJied area to take proper precautions for the prevention of waste ofthe water supply through any canal 
in the area or use of such water in an unauthorized manner. 

(2) Ifwater supplied through a canal be suffered to run to waste, the person by whose act or neglect such water 
such water is suffered to run to waste shall be liable to pay a penalty which rnay extend to ten titnes the 
water rate that could be charged ifthe water so wasted were supplied in bulk. 



(3) If water supplied through a cuncil in the area be irsetl~n U I I  ~rriulrtliorrzcd manner, the person by whose act 
or neglect such use has occurred shall be liable to pu), a penult), it-hich may atend to Jive times the water 
rate assessed on the land rn \~hicl? such water is used or on ~vkich si,c/~ +\later hasflowed. 

Note : Rilles have beenfitmied iolder section 15 of this Ordinance as Irrigatior~ ll'ater Rate Rules, 1992. 

THE DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND PESTS ACT, 1914 
(Act No, I1 of 1914) 

An Act to prevetrt the itztrorlrrctiott itrto Bonglfrdeslr of ntry itrsect, frrtrgrrs or utlrer pest, rvl~iclr is or mtry be 
destructive to crops. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the sirbject or coritest-, 

(a) "crops" includes all agrict~ltirral or horticultirral crops and all trees, bushes or plants; 

(c) "infection" means infection by any insect, fungus or other pest injurioirs to a crop. 

3.(1) The Government may, by notlJication in the official Gmette, prohibit or regulate, subject to such restrictions 
and conditions as it may impose, the import into Bangladesh, or any part thereof; or any specrJied place 
therein, of any article or class o f  articles likely to cause itfection'to u t~y  crop or of insects getlerally or any 
class of insects. 

(2) A notrfication under this section tnay specify uny urticle or class of articles or uny insect or class of insects 
either generally or in any particular manner, whether with reference to the country of origin, or the route by 
which imported or otherwise. 

4. A notrfication under section 3 shall operare as if it had been issiied irnder section 16 ofthe Clrstoms Act, lY69, 
and the officers of Customs at every Port shall hove the same powers in respect of ~ ~ n y  article ~vitlz regard to the 
importation of which such a notification has been issued as they hme for the time being in respect of any article 
the importation of which is regulated, restricted or prohibited by the Czr.stoms Act, 1969. 

5.(1) The Government may make rules for the detention, inspection, disinfection or destrzrction of any insect of class 
of insects or of any article or class of articles in respect of which a notification has been issued under section 
3 or of any article which may have been in contact or proximiry thereto, and for regulating the powers and 
duties of the officers whom it may appoint it7 this behalf: 

(2) In making any rule under this section the Government tnay direct that a breach thereof shall be punishable 
with fine which may extend to one thousand Taka. 



THE AGRICULTUIWL I'ESTS OKIIINANCE, 1962 
(Ordinance No. VI of 1962) 

An ordinaiice to provide for tire preveirtiori of spreflfl of rrgricrrlfurrrlpests iii Brrtiglurlesh. 

2. In this Ordinance, zrnless there is anything repugriant in !lie s~rbject or conte.~t-, 

(6) f'agricultural pest" mearis t r  pest, iti.sect or weed mentioneci in the Schedrle,s I ,  11, 111 a t~d  IV to this 
Ordinance; 

(4 "crops" include all agrictrlttrral or liortic~rl!~rral crops anti trll tt.ee.s, hushes or plants; 

(e) "infested crop" rnearls a crop affected by any agrictrltzr/.ul pests; 

(h) "occupier" means the person in acrztal po.ssessior7 of land ut7d ~ I I C I I I L I ~ S  the manager or n1atiagitig agent or 
bargadar or any other person authorized by the occzrpicr; 

(i) 'Ipreventive measures" means the tneas~rres pr.escrihed by the Government to eradicate and to prevent 
the spread of ally agricultlrral pests; 

3. The Government may, by notrfication in the OfJicial Gazette, proliibit- 

(a) the employment of such  method.^ ofc~rltivation as 11eltl the spread oftrgrictrltzrral pests either generally or 
with respect to ariy particular crop; or 

(6) the transport or sale of U I ~ J V  it?fc.steti crop 

4. Every occupier of land in which any crop is cultivated sl1uIl he botrntl to carry out the preventive ineaszrres as 
may be prescribed in respect of such crop. 

5. The Government may, by notrficution, appoirit stich person as it thinks fit to be Irispcctor for the pzrrposes of this 
Ordinance within such local areas as may be specrfied in such tiotificatioti. 

6. An inspector appointed under section 5 may, subject to any rules made in this behalf by the Government,- 

(a) at any time enter and inspect any land, building, place, vessel or vehicle for the purpose of exercising the 
powers or performing the duties conferred or imposed on him by or under this Ordinance; 

(6) seize any infested crop and destroy or cause to be destroyed s~rch crop in such manner as may be 
prescribed; 

(c) seize any infested crop or by a requisition in writing direct the occupier or the person in-charge of such 
crop not to sell or dispose of or pick or collect or move the seized cropfronl such place as may be spec fled 
in the requisition without the written permission or such authority as may be prescribed in this behag 

7.(1) Whenever an Inspector is satisfied that preventive nzeaslrres have not been htly carried out by the occupier of 
any land he shall call upon such occupier by notice in writing to carry out such measures within fifteen days of 
the receipt ofsuch notice. 

(2) The occupier may within seven days @om the service trpon hint ofthe notice under sub-section (I) prefer an 
appeal to the Collector against such notice. 



(3) The authority before whom the appeal is prefirred t11r1~~ eutolti the time specifier/ in the notice issued under 
sub-section (I)  and shall, u jer  givitig the occupier an opportz~nitj. of being hetrrd pass such order 017 the 
appeal as he thinksfit. 

(1) Every order passed under sub-section (3) sl~trll be fintrl. 

8. (1) I fan occzrpier on whom a notice has been served under .szrO-section ( I )  of .section 7 does riot comply with such 
notice 1vithir7 the time specljied therein or where nn rippeal 17~1s been pr,efcrred by him ~rrider sub-section (2) 
of that section, does not conlply with the order passeti or1 such apl~eal ~tdthin seven ciuys, the lrispector nlt~y 
curry otrt or cause to be carried ot11 the preventive tneuszires .slot liridertuken, tit the cost of the occlrpier and 
for szrch purpose may take 1t.1117 him or tiqlrte or enlplo). slich Slihordir~trtes or other persons as he deemsfit. 

9.(1) Whenever it appears to the Government that the ~vhole of Banglrdesh or any part thereof is affected or 
threatened by an agricultural pest and that itninetiirrte action is necessary, the Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, declare the whole of Bangladesh or strch area us affected area and take 
such remedial and preventive measures in respect of szicli area as m ~ i y  be 17ecessary. 

10. CVhoever cotltravenes the provisions of sectiot73 shall be punishedjor afirst oSfC;r?ce with fine ~vhich may extend 
to Jive hundred taka, and for every subsequent offence with itnprisorin~ent which nluy extend to three months or 
with fine which rnay extend to one thotrsand taka or with both. 

1 I.(]) Any person aggrieved by an order of seizure or destrzictiorl nlciy, ~vithin seven days ofstrch order, appeal to 
the Deputy Contmissioner. 

(2) Any order passed on appeal tmder sub-section ( I )  anti ~f no uppeal is preferred, the order of the Inspector 
shall befinal. 

THE AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDES ORDINANCE, 1971 
(Ordinance No. I1 of 1971) 

An ordirtartce to regulate t11e import, ntanrif(tcture, f o r ~ t t u l ~ t i o ~ ~ ,  snle, distributiort and iise of pesticirles. 

3. Defttitiorts.- In this Ordinance, tmless there is a17j~thing repzrgnant it7 the szrbjcct or conte,~t, the expressioti- 

(a) "adulterated" when used with reference to a pesticide, means any pesticide the strength or purity of ~vhich 
falls below the professed standard or quality which is expressed on its label or trnder which it is sold or a 
pesticide any valuable ingredient of which has been \vholly or partially e.rtrcrcted; 

(b) "udvertise" means to make known by pzrblication or distribz~tion of any advertisenlent, circzilar or other 
notice; 

(c) "brand" means the trade name applied by an importer, tnat7~fact~ver, forrtz~rltrtor or vendor to the goods 
imported, tnantlfactured or sold by him; 

(e) 'IJbrmulation" means the process by which a pesticide is corn~erted, by t~ti.ring wit17 other substur7ce.~, inlo a 
form in which it is ready to be used; 

($ 'jfungi" means all rusts, smuts, mildews, moulds, yeasts, ut7d similar fortns of plant Ife prescribed in this 
behalfand includes bacteria affecting plant lifc; 



(h) "guarantee" means the statetncrlt indicatirig lhe strength, eflectivetless and other qztulities of u bratid of 
a pesticide which an inlporter, t~~ar~zrfuct~ircr, fort~lztlator, \Y?l?dol or persoti holding stock for sule of a 
brand of a pesticide is reqzrired to szibrnit under the rzrles at the tinze of applying for the re gist rat rot^ of the 
brand: 

(k) "insect" means any of the stnull invertebrcrte L I ~ I ~ ) I I ( I / . S  co111tnonly kt101t.11 CIS insect$ ~r t l ( /  i~~cI~ t~ /e . s  sztch fort~ts 
of aninla1 l f e  as may be prescribed; 

(n) 'Tpesticide" means any sztbstance or tnirtzrre of szrbstances zrsed or represerited as a nleans for preventing, 
destroying repelling, mitigating or controllit~g, directbl or it~directly, any insect, firngzts, bacterial 
organism, netnutodes, virus, u'eed, rodolt, or other plurlt or utri~trct/ pcsl l~zrt t/ocs not it?clzrtle a .szthstunce 
which is a 'drug' within the meaning of the Drugs Act, 1940. 

4. Pesticides to be registered.- No person shall itnport, n~anlfactztre, fornlltlate, repack, sell, offer for sale, hold in 
stock for sale or in any manner advertise any brand ofpesticide which has riot been registered in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

5. Applicatiori for registrrrtiori of pesticide.-(0 Any person inter~ding to itnport, n~utizrfuctlrre, formulate, repack, 
sell, o fer  for sale, hold in stock for sale or advertise any brand of a pesticide niay apply to the Governtilent for 
the registration of the brand tinder such name as he may indicate in the application. 

(4) Upon the receipt of an application under sztb-section ( I ) ,  the Govermnetit muy register a brand of a 
pesticide by the name indicated in the application, f i t  is satisfied that- 

(a) the brand is not such as ~ lou ld  tend to deceive or tt~isleud the pztrchuser with respect to the gzturantee 
relating to the pesticide or its ingredients or the tnethod of its preparatiot~; or 

(6) the gztarantee relating to the pesticide or its ingrcdier~ts is not the sanle as that of another registered 
brand or is not so similar thereto as to be likely to deceive; or 

(c) it is effective for the pzapose for ~ d ~ i c h  it is sold or represetited to be ej2ctive; or 

(4 it is not generally detrimental or injurious to vegetation, except \veeds, or to hunzat~ or aninial health, 
even when applied according to directions. 

7. Caricellatiort of registration.- If; at any tinze after the registration of the brand of a pesticide, the Government is 
of opinion that the registration has been secured it7 violation of any of the provisiotn of this Ordinance or the 
rules or thut the pesticide is itieffective agaitist pests or hu:ardo~ts to vegetation, olher tltun weeds, or to human 
or animal l fe ,  the Governnzet~t may, after givrng to the person on whose application it had been registered an 
opportunity of being heard, car~cel the registration. 

8A. Requiremer~t of licence.-(0 Any person ma% after obtaining a licence granted by the licensing authority import, 
manufacture, formulate, repack, sell, offer for sale, hold in stock for sale, involve in pest control operation on 
commercial basis or advertise in any manner any brand of registered pesticide. 

(2) Any person intending to import, ~nanzfuctzrre, formzilate, repack, sell, offer for sale, hold in stock for sale, 
involve in pest control operation on cornnlercial basis or advertise any brand of registered pesticide may 
apply for a licence to the licensing authority. 

9. Importation may be prohibited.- If any pesticide imported into Bangladesh is found to be adulterated or 
incorrectly or tnisleadingly tagged, labeled or named, or f i ts  sale in any \ z r l y  contravenes any of the provisions 
of this Ordinance, the Government may, by not$cation in the oflcial Gazette, prohibit thefirrther import of the 
pesticide into Bangladesh. 



10. Labeling of packr1ges.- No person shall sell or ofler or e.~[)ose for sclle, or uu'l.ertise or hold in stock for sale 
any pesticide unless each packcrge contuirlir?g the pesticide, and evet.), tug or l~rbel hirubly attuched tilereto, is 
branded or marked in printed chtrracters it1 such firrn and in such mur~r~er LI.F mqt be prescribed. 

14. GovernmentAnc1lyst.- The Government trial).', 61, notrfication in the yficicrl Gr~z t t e ,  appoint as tnuny persons us 
it deems fit to be Governnrent ,4nul1:st.s f i~r  pcsticitks LIIILJ, \ I : / I C ~ C  it (r /~point~ nrol.e th~rn one person to /)e 
Governnzent Analysts, shall spec f i  in tlw r~ofrficatiot~ the loc~rl 1i111it.s u,ithin 1vhic11 euch one o f  I / I C I H  shall 
perform thejirnctions of Goverr~rilent Atr~~Iyst. 

15. Inspectors.- The Goverrzment rimy, by notrficution in the official Grcette, uppoint frwn amongst the officers of 
the Government employed for 11'or.k relating to plant pr.otectior1 .szrcli nurnber as it deems ,fit to be 1rl.spectors 
within such local limits as muy be specrfied in the notification. 

16. Powers of Irrspectors.- An Inspector n l q ,  within the locul lirilits for which he is appointed, enter upon uny 
premises where pesticides are kept or stored, whether in containers or 111 bulk, by or on behalf of the owner, 
includingpremises belonging to a bailee, szrch as a railwq? a shipping company or any other carrier, and may 
take samples therefrotn for examir?ation. No con~pensatiori shall be payable for u reasor?able quantity taken as a 
sample. 

17. Procedure of Inspectors.-([) Where an Inspector takes a sample of a pesticide for the purpose of test or 
analysis under section 16, he shall intimate such purpose in writing in the prescribed form to the person from 
whose possession he takes it and in the presence of strch person (zmless he willfirlly absents hirnselj, shall 
divide the sample into three portions and effectively seal (2nd szritubly nlcrrk the sarne and permit such person to 
add his own seal and mark to all or any of the portions so sealed and mtrrkecf: 

Provided that, where the pesticide is made ~rp  in containers of snzcrll volzrtrle, iristeud of dividing a sat~lple m 
aforesaid, the Inspector tilay, and ifthe pcsticide be slrck ~ I I L I ~  it is likely to detcriorute or he other~vise dumaged 
by exposure shall, take three of the said containers afrer sztitabl\. n~nrkitig the same arid, where necessaty, 
sealing fhern. 

(2) The Inspector shall restore one portion of a sar~lple so divided or one cor~tainer, as the case may be, to the 
person from whom he takes it, and shall retain the remainder and dispose of the satne as f o l l o ~ ~ s  : 

(i) he shallforth~vitl~ send one portion or container to the Governrlzozt ,417czly.st for test or analysis; and 

(ii) he shall send the secondportion or container to the Government. 

18. Report of Government Anrrlyst-(i) The Government Analyst to whom a sanlple of any pesticide has been 
forwarded by an Inspector zmder sub-section (2) of section 17 shall deliver to the Inspector, in triplicate in the 
prescribed form, a signed report of the result of the test or analysis condz~cted by him. 

(6) A cert$cate of analysis prepared by the Pesticide Laboratory shall be concltrsive evidence of the facts 
stated therein. 

20. Purcliaser of pesticide may /lave it tested or analyses.-(I) A I I ~  person who has purchased a pesticide tt~ay apply 
to a Government Analyst to conduct a test or analysis of the pesticide. 

(3) The Government Analyst to whom an application is made ... shall conduct the test or analysis and issue to 
the applicant a report signed by him of the test or analysis. 



2 1. Offences and penalties. - Any persorl who-. 

(a) sells, offers or exposes for sale, holds in stock for sule or advertises a registered brand of a pesticide which 
is of the nature, substance or quality which it is represented to be by the brand or mark on the package 
containing it or, as the case rnay be, on the tag or lobel attached thereto; or 

(b) falsely represents a pesticide in an advertisement; or. 

(c) contravet~es unv of the provisior?~ of this Ordit~at7ce or the rzrles for the cotztraver~tion of wll~ich no other 
penalty is provided in this Ordinance, 

shall be punishable, for the first oflence, with fine which nicr)] extend to one thoznand Taka and for every 
subsequent ofSence with fine which shall not be less than two thozrsa17d Taka or more than three thozrsarzd 
Taka and in default of pu),ment of any such fine wit11 iniprisot~niozt for a tern1 which may extend to one 
year. 

22. Manufacturer's warranty to derr1ers.- 11'lzoever gives false ~t~c-rrrarlt)~ to u dealer or pzrrcliuser in respect of a 
pesticide, that it complies in all respect with the provisions of this Ordrr~ance shall, w~less he proved that when 
he gave the warranty he had good reason to believe the same to be true, be punishable with fine which may 
extend to one thousand Taka. 

23. Urrlawful use of registratio11 number, 1o)vering of pesticirlrrl vrrl~re or Irinrlering the Inspector from 
performing his (1rrty.- Any person M J ~ O -  

(a) utzlawfiilly uses any registrcrtiori t~zrnzbcr crssig~cd or ~ r . 7  if it l i ~ ~ d  hcerz assigried zrnder this Ordit~ar~ce, or 

(6) willfully alters the cornposition of a pcsticirle by tilixing any other szrb.sturzce therewith ujer the said 
pesticide has been placed on the market by the nzanztjiucturer, itnporter or ;vendor, or 

(c) willfully obstructs, hinders, resists, or in any way opposes any Inspector it7 perfornzing his duties under this 
Ordinance, shall be punishable with fine which shall not be less fhun two thousand andfive hundred Taka 
or more than five thousand Taka or with inzprisonn~ent for a terrn which shall not be less than one year or 
more than two year. 

25. Power of Court to order forfeiture.-/fany persorl is convicted of a17 ofence pllnishable zrnder this Ordinur~ce 
committed by him in respect of any pesticide, article or thing, the Court corzvicting hirn niayjirther direct that 
the pesticide, article or thing shall be forfeiied to the Government. 

29. Power to make rules.-(I) The Govertzment may, in consultation with the Pesticide Technical Advrsory 
Committee and after previous pzlblication in the official Gazette, make rziles for carrying the provisions of this 
Ordinance into efSect. 

(2) In particzilar and tvithozit prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules rnuy provide all or 
any of the following matters, namely:- 

Q the pesticides that are generally detritnental or injziriozrs to vegetrrtion, dorizestic anitnals or pzrblic 
health even whet? used according to directions; 

(k) the pesticides that are to be labeled "Poison" and their antidotes; 

( I )  the requirements for the safe storage ofpesticides, 

(m) the quantities of d@erent brands of pesticides ttrhich a person may hold in stock at any one tirne and 
the premises in which, and the conditions subject to which, he nzuy hold them in stock; 



(n) the precautionsfor the prolectiori 1 ! /  l\'orkcr:r (lg(llll.~/ 1.i.5k of'poi~oriirrg /J!. / I C . Y I ~ C ~ I ( / C J ~ Y  (~ri.sirig,fi.om /heir 
~vorkiiig- 

(1) in connectiorl with the irse of sirch pesticit1e.s; or. 

(ii) on land on ~~~l i i c l i  .such pc.~ticitle.v rrr.c hciri,q or. 1io1.c hccv7 ~r.vetl, 

(0) the restrictions or conditior~s as to the pztrposes ,for. ~t~liicli, the circitrnstar~ces in tc'hicl7, or the methods 01. 

means by which, a pesticide may be used. 

(p) the restrictioris or cot1drtions ir~volving rr ger1ert7I prevention or Irr~~itutron of the irre o fan j  pesticide, 

(q) the provision, and keeping available arid in good order, offacilities for ~i,ashing ar~d clearlirig ar~d of other 
things needed for protecting persons, clothirlg, equiprnerlt and appliarices frorn contaniinatior~ ~t'ith 
pesticides or for removing sources of contarninatiort therefrom contariiination with pesticides or for 
removing sources of contamination thcrt$-o~ii; 

(r) the observance of precautions agairzst poisoning by pesticides including the use of things provided in 
pursuance of the rules, and abstentiori from eating, drinking and smokirig in circum.stances irlvolvirlg risk 
or poisoning by pesticides; 

(s) intervals between, or limitatiot~s of; periods of e.~poszrre to risk qfpoisor~ir~g hy peslicide,s, 

(t) the observance of special precautions in the case ofpersons who, by reason of their- state of health, age, or 
other circumstances, are subject to particzrlar risk of poisoning by pesticides or of injury therefrom, or 
imposing, in case ofperson so subject, prohibitions or restrictions on eniploynierlt of workers; 

(u) the measures for detecting and investigatirlg cases in which poisoning by pesticides has occirrred; 

(v) the provisions of effective facilities for prevention ofpoisot1ing by pesticides andfirst aid treatment; and 

(w) the provision of instruction and training in the use of things provided in pursuance of the rules and in the 
observance of precautions against poisoning by pesticides. 

THE SEEDS ORDINANCE, 1977 
(Ordinance No. XXXIII of 1977) 

An Ordittar~ce to provide for regulati~~g tlte qllalify of certain seetlsfor sale arrtlfor mrrtters corr~tecterl tlrerewitlr. 

2. Definitions.- In this Ordinance unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context,- 

(a) f'agricultitre" means food andfibre crop production and includes horticultlrre; 

(g;) "kind" means one or more related species or sub-species or crop plants each individually or collecti~:ely 
known by one common name, such as cabbage, paddy or wheat; 

6) "Seeds" means any ofthe following classes of seeds w e d  for sotving or planting- 

(i) seeds of food crops including edible oil seeds and seeds offruits and vegetables; 

(ii) jute seeds; 



(iii) cotton seeds; 

(iv) seeds or cattle fodder; 

and includes seedlings, and tubers, bulbs, rhizomes, root cuttings, all types of grafters and other 
vegetatively propagated materials, of food crops or cattle fodder; 

3. National Seed Board.-(' The Government shall, as soon as may be ajier the commencement of this Ordinance, 
constitute a Board to be called the National Seed Board to advise the Government on matters arising out of the 
administration of this Ordinance and to carry out the otherfirnctions assigned to it by or under this ordinance. 

4. Government Seed Laboratory.- The Government may establish a Seed Laboratory to be called the Government 
Seed Laboratory or declare, by notification in the official Gazette, any Seed Laboratory as the Government 
Seed Laboratory for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

5. Power to specifj, kinds or varieties of seeds.- If the Government after consultation with the Board, is of 
opinion that it is necessary or expedient to regulate the quality of seed of any kind or variety to be sold and 
used for the purposes of agriculture, it may, by notification in the oficial Gazette, spec& such kind or variety 
to be a notified kind or variety for the purposes of the Ordinance and different kinds of varieties may be notified 
for drfferent areas. 

6. Powers to spec@ minimum limit of germination andpurity, eic.- After consultation with the Board, the 
Government may, by notfication in the official Gazette, specifl- 

(a) the minimum limits of germination and purity with respect to any seed of any notfied kind or variely; 

(b) the mark or label to indicate that such seed conforms at least to'the minimum limits of germination and 
purity specijied under clause (a) and the particulars which such mark or label may contain. 

7. Regulation of sale of seeds of notified kinds or varieties. No agency or certzfied seed grower or certified 
seller of seed shall carry on the business of selling, keeping for sale, oflering to sell, bartering or otherwise 
supplying any seed of any notij?ed kind or variety, unless- z > 
(g) Such seed is identifiable as to its kind or variety; 

(h) Such seed conforms at least to the minimum limits of germination and purity and the container of such 
seeds bears, in the prescribed manner, the mark of label containing the correct particulars thereof specified 
under clauses (a) and (b) of section 6; and 

(0 he complies with such other requirements as may be prescribed. 

8. Seed Cerijication Agency.- The Government may, by notfication the oflcial Gazette, establish a Certification 
Agency to be called the Seed Certification Agency to carry out the functions entrusted to it by or under this 
Ordinance. 

9. Grant of certljicate by the Cert~jlcation Agency.-(' Any person selling, keeping for sale, offering to sell, 
bartering or otherwise supplying any seed of any notrfied kind or variety may, if he desires to have such seed 
certified by the Certfication Agency, apply to the certification Agency for grant of a Certrficate for the purpose. 



14. Powers of Seed 111spector.-(4 The Seed 1tt.specior tnuy- 

(a) take samples of any seed of atiy not~fied kind or variety from 

(i) any person selling such seed; or 

(ii) any person who is, in the course of conveying, delivering or preparing to deliver such seed to a 
purchaser or a consignee; or 

(iii) a purchaser or a consignee after delivery ofstrch seed to him; 

(b) send such sample for analysis to the Seed Atialyst for the area within which such sample has been taken; 
e--.-- . 

(c) exercise such other- powers as may be necessary for carrying out the purposes of this Ordinance or any 
rule made thereunder. 

(3) The power conferred by this section includes power to break any container in which any seed of any 
notifed kind or variety may be contained or to break open the door of any premises where any such seed 
may be kept for sale: 

(4) Where the Seed Inspector takes any action under clause (a) of sub-section (I), he shall, as far as possible, 
call not less than two persons to be present at the time when sztch action is taken and take their signatures 
on a memorandum to be prepared in the prescribed form and manner. 

15. Procedure to be followed by Seed Inspectors.-(4 Whenever a Seed Inspector intends to take sample of any seed 
of any notified kind or variety for analysis, he shall- 

(a) give notice in writing, then and there, of such intention to the person front whom he intends to take sample; 

(6) except in special cases provided by rules made under this Ordinance, take three-representative samples in 
the prescribed manner and mark and seal or fasten up each sample in such manner as its mature permits. 

(2) When samples of any seed of any not$ed kind or variety are taken under sub-section (I), the Seed 
Inspector shall- 

(a) deliver one sample to the person from whom it has been taken; 

(6) send in the prescribed manner another sample for analysis to the Seed Analyst for the area within 
which such sample has been taken; and t * 

(c) retain the remaining sample in the prescribed manner for production in case any legal proceedings 
are taken or for analysis by the Seed Laboratory under sub-section (2) of section 16, as the case may 
be. 

(3) I f  the person from whom the samples have been taken refuses to accept one of the samples, the Seed 
Inspector shall send intimation to the Seed Analyst of such refusal and thereupon the Seed Analyst 
receiving the sample for analysis shall divide it into two parts and shall seal or fasten up one of those parts 
and shall cause it, either upon receipt of the sample or when he delivers his report, to be delivered to the 
Seed Inspector who shall retain it for production in case legal proceedings are taken. 

16. Report of Seed Analyst.- The Seed Analyst shall, as soon as may be, after the receipt of the sample under sub- 
section (2) of section 15, analyse the sample at the Seed Laboratory and deliver, in such form as may be 



prescr:ibed, one copy ofthe repor.t c?/~r.estrll of'the tnm(l,.~is to the Seed In.$pector un(l (71iotl1er C O ~ J ,  there(f'to the 
persot7 front wjhom the sa~nple htrs heen ~ U ~ L ' I I .  

Y 
17. Import and Export of Seeds.- N o  person shall e.xpo1.t 01. i~nptkt or cazrse to be e.xported or imported arty seed of 

any notified kind or variety trnless it conforrns at least to the ;?iininlurn 1irnit.r qfgerrnirtatior~ and purity and the 
container of such seeds bears, in the prescribed ntu~ttter, the rnark or label corttoiitbtg tlte correct particzrlara 
thereofspecified for that seed under section 6. 

18. Recognition of seed certification qericies of foreign cnrrtrtries.- On the recon~mend(rtiorl of the Board, the 
Government may, by nollfication in the official Gazette, recogrtize artJs seed certijicutiorr uger~cy established it? 
any foreign country of the purposes of this Ordinance. 

19. Pertn1ty.- If any person contraver~es any provisiorz of tlte Ordinance or any rule rnade therezrrzder, or prevents a 
Seed Inspector from taking sarnples under this Ordirtartce or prever~ts him front exercising any other power 
conferred on him by or zrnder this Ordinance, he shall, on conviction, be pzrnishahle- 

(a) for thefirst oflence, ~vitlzfinc which nzay e.xterrd to Taka ,/five hundred; and 

(b) in the event of such person having been previously corzvicted of all ojj211ce trttdcr this seclion, wit11 
imprisonment for a term ttot more than thirty days atzdfine which may extend to Taka one thousand. 

20. Forfeiture of property.- When any person has beet? convicted under this Ordinance for the contravention of any 
oJthe provisions of this Ordinattce or the rules made there~rnder, the seed in respect of ~vhich the contravention 
has been committed may, ifthe court so orders, be forfeited to the Goverrtmertt. 

Note : See also the Agricultural Produce (Grading and A!arkirig) Act, 1937 and the Bangladesh Agricultzrral 
Produce Markets Regzrlation Act. 1964 nteiltioned in sector 3. 

THE AGRICULTURAL DEVEL0PMENT;COKPORATION ORIIINANCE, 1961 
(E.P, Ordinance No. YXXVII of 1961) 

An ordinarrce to establislr an Agricrrlturnl Developnretit Corporation for tlie pirrpose of iticretisittg agricult~rral 
production in Bangladesh. Rt . 

' 4  

3. (1) As soon as may be afrer the cornmencement of this Orclircance, the Govermner7t shall establish a Corporation 
to be called the Bangladesh Agriculttrral Developinettt C'orporation. 

13. (1) The Corporation shall- 
I 

(a) make suitable arrai~gemer~ts throughozrt ~anglad&h, on a cornrnercial basis, for tlte procurement, 
transport, storage and distribution to agriczrltzrrists bf essential szrl~plies strch as seed fertilizers, plant 
protection equipment, pestrcides and agriczrlttrral n~achinery and intplenzeitts: 

(6) Promote the setting up ofco-operative societies with N vielv to handing over to thettt its szrppl):firnctiotts it1 
accordance with a phased programme; 

(4 i fso directed by the Govermnent, take over and manage, on such terms and cortditior~s as may be specrfied 
by the Government, such seed multiplication and livestock breeding farnis andfrtrit nurseries as are olcv~ted 
or managed by the Goverttntent; and 



(e) assist, encourage and prornore the ~nanzfacture of irnprovec/ trgrrczrlr~trcrl tncrchiner:,, crnd i n ~ p l e m ~ ~ ~ / . ~ ,  hill 
.sliull not i/,sclfzindert~rkc urly s~tch rtrrrr~~!/irc/ltrc : 

Provided that it shall, i f so  directed by the Governn1er7f, take over, on such terms and conditions as tnay be 
specified by the Government, any concern owned or tnanaged by the Government and engaged in such 
manufacture. 

(2) In addition to the functions enzrnlerated in szrbsection (I), the Corporation may- 

(6) assist, encourage, and promote the establishment of industries for the processing of agricultural produce, 
the formulating or manufacturing of insecticides, pesticides, fungicides or biologicals or the manufacturing 
of cattle andpoultry feed; 

(c) organize the supply, maintenance and operation of liji-pumps and tube~vells and set up light workshops for 
running repairs; 

(d)...encourage the expansion and improvement of indzi.stries for the munufactzrre of diesel engines used in 
ugriculture, the setting up of cold storage plunts, the rene~vul und establishn~ent of ginneries, oil expellers, 
jute presses and rice huskers; 

(g) carry out or cause to be carried ozrt surveys of the problen~s and potentials of any area proposed to be 
declared a Project Area under section 23, and incur expenditure on such surveys, on the training of 
personnel, and on studies, experiments and technical research; 

14. In a Project Area, the Corporation- 

(a) shall organize the dissemination of technical knowledge among agriculturists with a view to ensuring 
intensive and co-ordinated use of improved seeds, fertilizers, plant protection materials, better cultivation 
techniques, and credit, including supervised credit; 

(b) shall deal with all matters pertaining to land reclamation, range management, dairy industry, organization 
of agriculture in new areas, harnessing of hill streams, conservation of catchments, exploitation of 
potential areas, planned agriculture through suitable crop rotation and mixed farming, nzarketing and 
processing of agricultural produce and organization of co-opera five and block farming; 

(e) shall perform all functions, which were, immediately before the issue of notrfication under section 23 were 
being performed in such area by the Departments dealing with agricultzrre, anitnal husbandry, livestock, 
co-operative societies, fisheries, forests and consolidation of holdings; 

fl may undertake distribution of water for irrigation; 

(g) may undertake anti-salinity measures; 

(h) may assist, encourage and promote the use of agriczrltural machinery; and 

(i) may organize, or enter into contracts for, such research as may be necessary for carrying out its functions, 
including research in land and water utilization. 

16. The Corporation may- 

@ direct, in respect of any area- 



(i) the leveling, terracing and en~b~~tiktwent cfjieltl.~, 

(ii) the afforestation of s~rch urea or part thereof; 

(iii) the constrlrction of earthworks  infield^ or ravir7c.s; 

(iv) the provision of drains for stortlt water, coristrtrction of szrrfaceJeld drains and strbstrrface drains; 

(v) the training of streants; and 

(vi) the execution ofsttch other works as are necessaty in the opinion oftlie Corporation to protect the 
land from the erosive action cf wind or water, or for the development of szrch area or For the 
exploitation of its water resources; 

(g) direct that any work, which has been required to be done by any person under the preceding clause, and 
which remains undone, shall, ajier due notice to such person and consideration of any objection raised by 
him, be executed by the Corporation, and specify the portion in which fhe risk and expenses of such work 
shall be borne by such person, or by any other person who is held by the Corporution, upon due inquiry 
after reasonable notice to him, to be responsible for the execution of such work in whole or in part; 

(h) regulate, restrict or prohibit by general or special order iri respect of atiy area- 

(i) the clearing or breaking up of land for cultivation; 

(ii) the quarrying of non-mineral stone and the burning of linte or charcoal; 

(iii) the admission, herding, parking and retention of cattle; 

(iv) thefelling, girdling, lopping, tapping or burning o f u y  tree or timber; and 

(v) the kindling, keeping or carrying of any Jre; 

(vi) direct the growing of a particular kind or type of crops or trees in a particular area and specrJL the 
rotation of crops to be followed; 

6) undertake the breaking of land, planting of trees, constrz~ction of water-courses and do all necessary acts 
to bring land vested in the Corporation under cultivatioti. 

20.(1) The Chairman, or any other person authorized by him in writing, may enter upon and szrrvey any land, 
undertake investigations, erect pillars for the determination of areas and intended lines of works, make borings 
and excavations for the discovery of water, construct channels ... and for securing the flow of water; and do all 
other acts which may be necessary in order to carry out all or any of the objects of this Ordinance: 

Provided that when the affected land does not vest in the Corporution, the powers confirred by this sub-section 
shall be exercised in such manner as to cause the least interference wit11 atid the least darnage to the right of the 
owner thereof: 

29. In schemes or projects involving acquisition and development of land or terracing or leveling of land or soil 
conservation or soil reclamation, the Corporation may provide for all or any of the follo\virlg ntatters, that is to 
say-, 

(e) the layout and construction of market places, villages atid settlentents including the demolition of 
existing buildings and the erection or re-erection of buildings by the Corporation in default of the owners; 



the provision of facilities for cotnmunicatiot~, itlclzrdillg the layozrt und alteration of rouds, streets, fool- 
paths, bridle paths, aerodron1e.s utzd ~vater~r~uy.~; 

(g) the provision of open spcrces, nulional parks, I I U I Z I ~ C  reserves, forcsls utzd forest purks, 

(h) the breaking up, cultivation, afforestation or platztation of funds, arid the raising, lowering or reclamation 
of any land for the production offood grains, fillits vegetables, firel, fodder and similar other things, and 
the provision of means of irrigation and irrigation chatznels by the Corporation, or the owners, or by the 
Corporation in default of the owners; 

(i) the draining, ~zater-szrpply and lighting of streets atzd satlitatiot~ of villages atld set~lement, and nzarket 
places; 

0) the provision o fa  systetn of drains or sewers for the itnprovetnrnt of Oil-tiruit~ed and it~sunitary localities; 

(k) the provision offisheries, poultry fartns, livestock fartns, dairy fartns, sheep farms, bee farnzs and sitnilar 
other farms; 

(I) the installation. management, tnaintet~utzce and encozrragetnerlt of public utility undertakings, rural trades 
and crafts, industries, and works connected with agriczrlture; 

(tn) the doing of all facts intended to protnote the well-being and prosperity of the Project Area: and 

30. (2) The Corporation shall- 

(a) cause the said notice to be published weekly for three cot~seczitive weeks in the OfJicial Gazette and in a 
local newspaper- or local newspapers with a statetnent of the period which shall not be less than thirty 
days, within which objections shall be received.. . . 

56. Where under this Ordinance or a notice issued thereunder, the public or any person is required to do or to 
refrain from doing anything, a person who fails to comply with szich requisition shall, ifsuch failure is not an 
offence punishable under this section of this Ordinance be liable ... to afine .... 

63. If any person, without lawjil authority- 

(a) removes any fence or any timber used for propping or szrpporting any building, wall or other thing or 
extinguishes any light set up at any place where the surface of a street or other ground has been opened or 
broken up by the Corporation for the pzrrpose of currying out any work; or 

(b) infringes any order given, renzoves any bar, chain or post f i~ed,  by the Corporation for the purpose of 
closing any street to traffic, 

he shall be punishable with fine which niay extend to fifty taka. 

66. If any person, without the written pernlission of the Corporation 

(a) clears or breaks up for cultivation or cultivates any land which is hold by or in the possession of the 
Corporation and is not included in a t~y  tenancy or allocated residential enclosures, or which has been set 
apart for the common purposes of a town or a village comnlunity or section of the same or for a road, 
canal or watercourse, or 

(b) erects any building on any such land, or 

(c) fells or otherwise destroys standing trees on such land, or 



(d) otherwise encroaches on ar7y szrch luntl, or 

(e) nzakes an excavatior7 or constructs a \tlcrter channel or7 uny szlch land, 

he shall be pzrnished or cor7victed by a Magistrate with rrfifir7c not exceeding trvo hzrtidred taka. 

Explanation.- The felling of trees planted by at1 olvr7er or? ar7y village road or watercourse traversing his 
holding is not an oflence zmder this section. 

THE BANGLADESH RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE ACT, 1973 
(Act No. X of 1973) 

Wlrereas it is expedient to provide for tlre estublislrmetrt of a Rice ResetlrcR Institute for tlre purpose of carrying 
out researclr for improved cultivation of lands and production and evolutiorr of improved varieties of rice, and for 
matters cotztrected tlr erewitlr or incidental tlr ereto. 

4. Functions of tlre 1trstitute.- The functions of the Institzlte shall be to - 

(b) carry ozlt research on various aspects of rice improvenzent andproduction ; 

(c) establish research centres and sub-stations in different regions of Bangladesh for cartyir~g ozrt research or1 
different problems of rice; 

(4 establish project areas for demonstration of new varieties of rice developed by the lnstitzrte and training of 
farmers for the cultivation of these varieties of rice; 

(e) publish annual reports, monographs, bulletins arid szlch others literatures relating to rice research and the 
activities ofthe Institute; 

($ establish a laboratory and a library in the Institute; 

(g) train extension officers andprogressive farmers in modern inzproved techniques of rice production, 

THE JUTE RESEARCH INSTITUTE ACT, 1974 
(Act No. XI11 of 1974) 

An Act to establislr a Jute Researclt Iltstitute. 

8. Functiotzs of tlre Institute.- The functions of the Institzrte shall be- 

(a) to promote agricultural, technological and ecor7otnic research on .Jute and allied fibres and their 
manz$actures and dissemination of results thereoJ 

(6) to organize production, testing and szrpply of improved pedigree of jute seeds and mzrltiplication 
procurement and their distribution to recognized orgar7izations. selected growers and szich other agencies 
as may be approved by the Board; 



(c) to set-tip reseurch centres, .sub-statiota, pilot projects ~r~t~ljirrttls iti (Iifli.i.eit~ re~yio17.s of' the country for 
carrying out research on dgeret7t probletns of jute L I I ~  allied fibre crops, jute products and allied 
materials; 

(4 to establish project areas for den~onstrution of t~e\il ~~trrietic.~ c?f:jzt~c u'o.elopcti I I ~  [lie it~stifutc crnd to trcritz 
the farmers for czrltivation of those vurieties cfjlrle; 

(g) to do and per fort?^ such other activities as tncy be tlecessarj~jor the purposes of this Act. 

THE BANGLADESH AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE ORDINANCE, 1976 
(Ordinance No. LXII of 1976) 

An ordinance to provide for tlre establislrmertt of tlre Banglarteslr Agricrrltrrrnl Reseurclr Instifrrte 

3. Establislrment and incorporutioiz,-(I) As soon as muy be ufrer the conzmozcet?ient of this Ordinat~ce, the 
Governt?zent shall establish an Institute to be called the Barzgludesh Agriclrl~urul Rc.scurclz Iintitute for currying 
out the purpose of this Ordinance. 

7. Functions of tlre Institirte.- The functions of the Institute shall be to- 

(b) undertake research to enszrre a stable and productive agrictrltlrre through sciet~tific r?~unagei?ient of land 
and water, evolzition of new varieties of various c~griczrl~lrrul products and developnzent of uppropriate 
technology and pest management methods; 

(c) provide the farmers with the information necessary for cartying out their farnling business efficiently; 

(d) set up research centres, sub-stations, project areas and farms in lfifferent regions of the colrt~try for 
carrying otrt research on various probleins of agriclrl~rrre; 

(e) carry out demonstration tests or trial-runs of new varieties of crops and their nzanagement pructices. 

THE BANGLADESH RURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD ORDINANCE, 1982 
(Ordinance No. LIII of 1982) 

An Ordinance to provide for the establisltmetrt of tlre Bartglrrdesh Rurnl Development Boarrl. 

2. Defiltitions.- In this Ordinance, zrnless there is anything reptrgnant in the subject or cotltext, 

fl "TCCA" tneans the Thana Central Cooperative Association registered tinder the Cooperative Societies 
Act, 1940 (Ben. Act XXl of 1940). 

3. Establishment of the Board.-([) As soon as may be after the cotnmencernent of this Ordinance, the Government 
shall, by notrfication in the official Gazette, establish a Board to be called the Bangladesh Rural Developtnent 
Board for carrying out the purposes of this Ordinance. 

7. Functiotrs of tlre Board,-(4 Thefirnctions ofthe Board shall be- 



(a) to promote village-bused priintrrj co-opercrtive societies u r ~ i  TCC-'As 11.itl1 ( 1  \.ienl to enabling then2 to he 
autonomous, self-managed and f i n ~ ~ n c i a l l ~ ~  viable vehicles jbr ii~creu.sing prodlrction, employment 
generation and rural development; 

(b) to enco~rrage,firnctionul cooperutivesJi)r gerierutirig it7come ontl errtj~loj~rl~cr~t,/i)r the rzrraI poor.; 

(c) to protnote intensive irrigated ~~griczrltzrre us u tneans to cooperafive development und also for efficient 
lrtilization, through the cooperatives, of' irrigation facilities based or7 grozrnd ar7d sl~rface ~ ~ ~ a t e r ;  

(4 to channel and ensure productive utilizatior~ of ir7stitzrtior1al credit throirgh the village cooperatives and the 
TCCAs and .sitnzrltaneolisly promote tnernber.~ ucc~irnlilrrtiot7 of.shure.s crnd suvings; 

(e) to encourage financially viable TCCAs to divers$j, activities .specially in the nzarketing of agricultural 
inpzrts adproduce as a sewice to their members. 

8. Director-General, etc.-(0 There shall be appointed by the Governtnerit LI Director-Generul who shull be the 
chief executive officer of the Board ~vith responsibilities for carrying out the clccisioris und performit~g the 
executive functions of the Board. 

THE BANGLADESH INSTITUTE OF NUCLEAR AGRICULTURE ORDINANCE, 1984 
(Ordinance No, I1 of 1984) 

An Ordinance to provide for tire establislinrent of tlre Banglarleslr lnstitrrte of Nucletrr Agriculture. 

3. Establishment of the Itrstitute.-(0 As soon as may be ajier the cotntnencenzent of this Ordinance. the 
Government shall, by notification in the ofJicial Gazette, establish an Institute to be called the Bangladesh 
Institute oj'Nuclear Agriculture for carrying out the purposes of this Ordinance. 

3. Head office, etc.-(I) The Head office of the Institute shall he located at Mymensingh. 

5. Management.-(1) Subject to the rules and regzrlations made under this Ordinance, the general direction, 
administration and szipervision of the affairs of the Institzrte sl~all vest in a Board which nzay exercise all powers 
and do all acts and things that may be exercised or done by the Institute. 

(2) The Board in discharging itsfirnctions shall be guided on questions ofpolicy by such instrzrctiotls as may be 
given to it by the Governnzentfrom titne to titne. 

7. Furtctions of tlre 1tutitrrte.- The functions of the Institute shall be to- 

(a) undertake research adopting nuclear techniques for the purpose of ensziring a stable and productive 
agriculture through evolution of new varieties of crops, scietltrfic tnanagement of land and water, 
development of appropriate technology to improve qzrulity and quantity of crops. and development of 
methods for control of' disease and insect and tnat7agetnent ofpest; 

(6) undertake agronomic and soil-plant studies; 

(c) carry out demonstration tests or trial-runs of new varieties of crops and their r~iariagerner~t practices, 

(d) ptrblish annzral reports relating to the activities of the Institute, 

(e) pziblish agriczrltz~ral tnunuals, tnonogratns, bzrlletins ar~d other literatzrre relating to crop research; 
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THE BANGLADESH LAND HOLDING LIMITATION ORDER, 1972 
(P.0 No. 98 of 1972) 

An Order to provide for tlte reduction of max-inturn quantity of land Illat may be held by a faniily or a body in 
Bangladesh and for matters ancillary tliereto. 

2. In this Order, unless there is anything repugnant in the szrbject or context- 



(a) "body" means body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, and inclzrdes ar7y cornpany, f im,  society, 
association, organization or authority, by whatever narne called; 

(6) 'Ifamily" in relation to a person includes such person and his tvife, son, unmarried daughter, son's son and 
son's unmarried daughter: 

Provided further that in the cases of lands held under wakj wakf-al-al-azrlad, debutter or any other trust 
where the beneficiaries hme no right to alienate such lands as their personal property, all such 
benejiciaries together shall be deemed to constitute a separate family in relation to such land; 

(e) "land" includes land covered with water at any tinie of the year, benefits arising about of land and things. 
attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to the earth; 

3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any other law for the tinre being in force, .... 

(a) no family or body shall be entitled to retain any land held by it in excess of one hundred standard bighas 
in the aggregate and all lands held by it in excess of that quantity shall be surrendered to the Government; 
and 

(b) no family or body shall be entitled to acquire any land by purchase, inheritance, giJi, hheba or otherwise 
which, added to the land already held by it exceeds one hundred standard bights in the aggregate: 

Provided that the limitation imposed by clause (a) shall not apply to any land held under wakJ debutter or 
any other religious or charitable trust, ifthe income from such land is exclusively dedicated to religious or 
charitable purposes without reservation of any pecuniary benefit for any individual: 

Provided further that if the income from any such land is partly dedicated to religious or charitable 
purposes and partly reserved for the pecuniary benefit of any individual, only such portion of the land to be 
selected in the prescribed manner, shall be exempted from such limitation, as would yield the income 
exciusively dedicated to religious or charitable purposes. 

4. The Government may relax the limitations imposed by article 3, to such extent and subject to such conditions as 
it thinksjit, in the following cases, namely: 

(a) a co-operative society of farmers where the members thereof surrender their ownership in the lands 
unconditionally to the society and cultivate the lands themselves; 

(6) land used For cultivation of tea, rubber or cofee or covered by orchards; 

(c) an industrial concern where such realization is considered necessaty in the public interest. 

THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY ACT, 1882 
(Act No. IV of 1882) 

An Act to amend the law relating to tlie Transfer of Property by Act of Pfirties. 

5. In the following sections "transfer of property" means an act by which a living person conveys property, in 
present or in future, to one or more other living persons, or to hitnselJ; or to himself and one or more other 
living persons; and "to transfer property" is to perform such act. 



In this section 'living person" includes a conlpar7y or associ~rtiorl or budj, of individuals, whether incorporated 
or not, but nothing herein contained shall affect any lalv for the time heing in force relating to transfer of 
property to or by companies, associations or bodies of individ~rals. 

6. Property of any kind may be transferred, except as otherwise provided bjj this Act or by any other law for the time 
being. 

54. "Safe" is a transfer of ownership in exchange for aprice paid or pronlised or part-pcrid rrtid part-prontised. 

58. (a) A mortgage is the transfer of an interest in specific itnillovable property for the pzrrpose of seczrririg the 
payment of money advanced by way of loan, an e-xistir7g or $rtzrr.e debt, or the performance of at? 
engagement which tnqy give rise to a peclrniary liability. 

(b) Where, without deliveringpossessior1 of the mortgaged p r o p e r  the mortgagor binds hilnselfpersonally 
to pay the mortgage-money, and agrees, expressly or itnpliedly, that, in the event of his failing to pay 
according to his contract, the mortgagee shall have LI right to cause the inortgugdpropery to be sold und 
the proceeds of sale to be applied, so far as rnay be necessary, in payrnent o f  the nlortgage-money, the 
transaction is called a simple mortgage and the mortgagee a simple tnortgagee. 

(c) Where the mortgagor ostensibly sells the mortgagedproperty- 

on condition that on default of paynlent of the mortgage-nzoney on a certain dtrte sale shall become 
absolute, or 

on condition that on such payment being made the sale shall become void, or 

on condition that on such payment being made the bzrycr shall tra~?.fer the property to the seller, 

the transaction is called a mortgage by cor~ditional sale . 

105. A lease of immovable property is a transfer of a right to enjoy such property, made for a certain time, express 
or implied, or in perpetuity, in consideration of a price paid or promised, or of money, a share of crops, 
service or any other thing of value, to be rendered periodically or on specified occcrsions to the transferor by 
the transferee, who accepts the transfer on such terms. 

118. When two persons mutually transfer the ownership of one thing for the ownership of another, neither thing or 
both things being money only, the transaction is called an "e,uchange" 

122. Giji is the transfer of certain existing moveable and irnrnovable property rnade volzrntary and withozrt 
consideration, by one person, called the donor, to another; called the donee, and accepted by or on behalf of 
the donee. 

Such acceptance mzrst be made during the lifetime of the donor and while he is till capable of giving. 

l f the donee dies before acceptance, the gift is void. 



THE STATE ACQUISITION AND TENANCY ACT, 1950 
(Act No. XXVIII of 1950) 

An Act to provide for tlie acquisitiort by tlfe Strife of tlre i~rterests of rent-receivers find certfrirr otlrer irrterests irt 
land in Bangladesli and to dejine tlre law relatirtg to terifrrrcies to be lrelrl under tlre Stirte afier suclr acquisition 
and other matters connected therewith. 

3.(1) At any time after the commencement of this Act, it sl~ull be luwjirl for thc Govcrtiment to trcquire, by 
notification in the Official Gazefte, with effect from szrch dote us nray be specrfiecl in the notfialiotl ..., 

(i) all interest of such of the rent-receivers as tnay be specrfied i17 the r?otifjcation, it1 their respective estates, 
taluks, tenures, holding or tenancies, as the case mcljr be, it1 any district, part of a district or local area, 

20.(1) On the acquisition of the interests ofrent receivers in ar7y area zrnder Chapter V,  no rent-receiver, czrltivating 
raiyat, cultivating under-raiyat or nor?-agricultural tenatit shall be entitled to retain possession of atiy of his 
Khas lands in such area except as provided in such-section (2). 

(2) A rent-receiver, a cultivating raiyat, a cultivating tinder-raiyat, or non-agrictiltzrral tenant shall be entitled 
to retain, as a tenant under the Government, possession of- 

(a) lands covered by his honrestead or any other building belonging to him with necessary adjuncts thereto, 
other than such building or part of a building outside his homestead as is used primarily as office or 
cutchetyfor the collection ofrents of any estate, taltrk or tenure and nzay be decided to be acquired by 
the Government; 

(b) lands in his khas possession ofthe following classes, namely: 

(i) lands used for agricultural or horticultural purposes including tatrks, 

(ii) lands which are cultivable or which are capable of ctrltivation on reclatnatiot1, and 

(iii) vacant non-agricultural lands; 

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2), a rent-receiver, a czrltivating raiyat or a cultivating 
under-raiyat or a group of rent-receivers, cultivating raiyats or cultivating under-raiyats who has or have 
undertaken large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use of power driven mechanical 
appliances, or large scale dairy farming may, if he is or they are cert~Jied in that behalf by the prescribed 
Revenue Authority, retain possession of and hold such quantity of lands in excess of the limit specrfied in the 
said sub-section as may be specrfied in the certrficate granted by such Revenue Authority: 

4A. Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2), a person or persons holding land for the purposes of the 
cultivation and manufacture of tea or cofee or the cultivation of rubber or a company holding land for the 
cultivation of sugarcane for the purpose of manufacture of sugar by that company nzay, ifhe or it is or they are 
certified in that behalf by the prescribed Revenue Authority, retain possession of and hold such quantity of land 
in excess of the limit specrfied in the said sub-section as may be specrfied in the certflcate granted by such 
Revenue Authority: 

86. Abatement of rent on account of diluvion arid determi~iation of right in land re-appeared or1 account of 
al1uvion.-(I) If the lands of a holding or a portion of such lands are lost by diluvion, the rent or the land 
development tax of holding shall, on application or intimation made by the tenant in the prescribed form to the 
Revenue-oficer, be abated by such amount as may be considered by the Revenue-officer to be fair and 
equitable in accordance with the rules made in this behalf by the Government and the act of such loss by 



diluvion shall be recorded in accord~~tlce )t3ith szrch rzrles. 1t.hic h shall he treated as proof of title to the lands 
when the sarne re-appear in situ. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contuined in any other lall.fi)r the time being ir7 force, the right, title arld itlterest 
of the original tenant or his sziccc.ssor:~-itl-it7tere.rt .shull .slrb.si.st in the IUIILIS OJ'u hoI~/itig or portion tlzereof 
during the period of loss by dilzrvion ifszrch lands re-appear it? situ within thirty years of their loss. 

(3) Notwithstanding the right, title and interest zrtlder sub-sectior~ (2), the right to itnrlzediate possessiorl of the 
lands re-appeared shaflfirst be e.~ercised by the Collector, either on his own rnotion or or7 an intirnatiotz 
made in writing by the tenant or his successors-in-interest ~t,hose land was so lost or by any other person. 

(6) The land allotted under sub-section (5)   hall be free of sular)~i btrt shall be subject to the condition that the 
tenant or his successors-in-interest shall be liable to pay szrch fair and eqzritable rent and land developnlent 
tar as may be determined by the Revenue Officer. 

(7) The provision of this section shall not apply to cases ofre-appearance of land cazrsed or accelerated by any 
artficial or mechanical process as a result of development works undertaken by the Governtnent or any 
authority empowered or authorized by or under any law to undertake szrch development works. 

87.(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the lime being in force, when any land has been 
gained by gradual accession, whether from the recess of a river or of the sea, it shall, subject to the provisions of 
sub-section (2), be considered an increment to the holding of the raiyat to whose land it is thus annexed; and 
such raiyat shall be entitled to hold such land subject to the payrnent ofsuch fair and equitable rent as may be 
determined for such land by the Revenue-offlcer. 

(2) I$ when the whole or any part of the land which has been gained by such gradual accession is added to the 
total area of land including non-agricultural land, ifany, held ai the time by the raiyat to whose land it is 
so annexed, the aggregate of the areas of land held by him exceeds the limit laid down in section 90, then 
such excess shall not be considered as an increment to the holding of such raiyat but shall be at the 
disposal of the Government: 

97.(1) The Government may from time to time, by notfication, declare that the provisions of this section shall, in 
any district or local area, apply to such of the following aboriginal castes or tribes as may be speciJied in the 
notfication, and that such castes or tribes shall be deemed to be aboriginals for the purposes of this section, and 
the publication of such not~fication shall be conclusive evidence that the provisions of this section have been 
duly applied to such castes or tribes, namely:- 

Sonthals, Bhuiyus, Bhumijes, Dalus, Garos, Gonds, Hadis, Hajangs, Hos, Kharias, Kharwars, Kochs (Dhaka 
Division), Koras, Maghs (Bakarganj District), Ma1 and Sauria Paharias, Maches, Mztndas, Mzmdais, Oraons 
and Turis. 

(2) Except as provided in this section, no transfer by an aboriginal raiyat of his right in his holding or in any 
portion thereof shall be valid unless it is made to another aboriginal domiciled or pern~anently residing in 
Bangladesh who is a person to whom the transfer of such holding or portion thereof can be made under 
section 90. 

(3) If in any case an aboriginal raiyut desires to transfer holding or any portion thereof by private sale, gift or 
will to any person who is not such an aboriginal, he may apply to the Revenue-officer for pertnission in 
that behalJ; and the Revenue-offlcer may pass such order on the application as he thinksfit. 

(4) Every transfer referred to in sub-section (3) shall be tnade by registered deed; and before the deed is 
registered and the holding or any portion thereof is transferred, the written consent of the Revenue-officer 
shall be obtained to the terms of the deed and to the transfer. 



(5) ,411 aboriginal ruiyutk power to mortgage his l t i r~d s/icl// he t.e.\tt.ictc~ti lo on/,). ot?eJi)rtn of mortgclge, name/)., 
a complete uszfructlrarg~. 

(6) An aboriginal raiyat  mu^. enter rvith ar~other ahorigltlal, cfotrllciled or perrnat~ently residing in Banglade.\h, 
who is a person with rvhotn u con~plete trszlfrtrcttrary mortgage ctrtl be entered into trnder strb-section (I) of 
section 95, into a cor~~plete zrstdructuary mortgage in respect of LII?I~ Icrtld cot~~prised wi t l l i t~  his holditlg for 
any period which does not and cannot, in any possihle event, by clny agreement e.~press or implied, exceed 
seven years: 

Provided that every n~ortguge so etlterecl into shall he registerecl' trntler the Regisrrutior? Act, 1908 

(7) Any transfer made by an ahorigirlal raiyat in contravrntion ofthe provisions of this section shall be void. 

(8)(a) I f u  transfer of a holcling or any portiotl therec?f'is ~ l ~ a d c  by ~111 uhor ig i~ l~r l  ruiyut it7 cot~travention Ofthe 
provisions ofthis section, the Revenue-officer tncr): or1 his oritt1 irlitiutive or on a~~pl icat ion mude it1 that 
behag by an order in w~ i t i ng ,  eject the transferee~fiom such holdirlg or portion: 

Provided that the transfiree .sliall he given at1 o /~ l~or . /~r t l i t )~  c?f.r l lo~it lg ~*crlise ergcrirnt s~rcll ~jecttnent befor.r 
the order is passed. 

(6) When the Revenue-ofJicer has passed any order tmder clazrse (a), he s /~a l l  either (i) restore the 
transferred land to the aborigirlal or his heir or legal representative or, (ii) failing the trarlsferor or his 
heir or legal representative, declure that the I~ i t ld  has \.ested in the G o ~ ~ e r t ~ t ~ ~ e t ~ t  arid the Revenue- 
of$cer mqy settle the land w~ith another aboriginal. 

(9) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other lari~for the titvc being in.fbrce, no decree or order shall be 
passed by any Courtfor the sale ofthe right ofany ahorigib81 rai)>ut it1 his holding or atly portion thereoJ 
nor shall any such right be sold in e-~ecution ofany decree or order: 

Provided that any holding belonging to a11 aborrgir~til  ma)^ he sol~i ,  accorditlg to the provisions of this Act, 
in execution of a certificate for the recovery of the arrears ofrent ofthe holding. 

(10) The Government may, by notrfication, declare that this section shall, it1 any district or local urea, cease to 
apply to any caste or tribe to which it may have been applied zrrldrr strh-section (I). 

THE ACQUISITION AND REQUISITION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 
ORDINANCE, 1982 

(Ordinance No. I1 of 1982) 

An Orrlirtance to consolidate find amend the lrrv relrrling to acqirisitiorr anrl requisition of it~tmovable property. 

3. Publication of prelimirtary notice of acquisition of property : CVhenever it appears to the Depzrty 
Commissioner that any property in any locality is needed or is likely to be needed for any public ptlrpose or in  
the public interest, he shall cause a notice to be published at convenient places on or near the property in the 
prescribed form and manner stating that the property is proposed to be acquired: 

Provided that no property used by the public for the pzrrpose of religious workshop, graveyard and creaatior? 
ground shall be acquired. 



I. Objectiori r~gai~ist  c~cqirisitioti. (1) Any person ititerestet1 in rrtly property ~t~llicli 11~r.s been riotrfictl ~riicr'cr .sec!ion 3 
as being needed or likely to be neededfor a public pzrrpo.ve or in the irltcrest ofthe pzrblic m q ;  ~~~itliirlfifteen 
days after the pzrblicatioti of the notice, object to the ucq~risitiori ofthe propertj3. 

5. Filial cfecision regr~rdi~ig rrcqirisition.-(I) The <;overt~n~ent or, rrs the case I I IUJ ,  be, the Divisioncrl 
Commissioner, arfier consideririg by the Depzr!,. Cotir~~~i.s.siot~er 1111tIer .sectioll -I(.?). sIi~111 tnuke ( 1  decision ubozrt 
the acquisition of the property and such-u%ci.siot~ (?/'the Goveriltneiit or, ns the cuse may be, the Divisioriul 
Comnlissioner shull be finul. 

(2) When the Government or, trs the cuse nltry be, the Divisionul Coinri~issio~~o. tnukes u decision for ucyzrisition 
of the property zrrider sub-section (I), szrcli tleci.siori .sllull be ~ ~ 0 1 1 ~ 1 i r ~ i v e  evi~letice that the property is 
needed for a public pzrrpose or in the public ir~terest. 

7. Award o f  coniperisutiori by Deputy Coniniissiotier.-(1 On the du!e so,/irecI, or oil any other date to which the 
inquiry has been u4olrrned, the Deputy Conlmissioner shull procceci to inylrire into the statement, if any, which 
any person has made pzrrszrarit to any notice giver1 under .section 6 and into the valzrc of the property ut the date 
of the publicarion of the  notice under section 3, crtitl into the respective interests of the persons claining the 
compensation and shall tnake an a~rard of- 

(a) the conlpensatiorz which, in his opinion, shcrll Oe u l l o ~ ~ ~ e d f o r  tlic propert):; 

(6) the apportioned of the said conlpensation arlzoiig ~111 the persons ktionn or believed to be interesred iri the 
property, of whom, or of whose claitns, he has it.lforrnution. 

8. Matters to be considered bi rletertnbri~rg conipe~isrrtion.-(I) In determining the atnozrn! of conlpensatio~z to be 
awarded for any property to be acqzrired zrnder this Purl, the Deputy Cotnt)lissior~er shall rake into 
consideration- 

(a) the market value of the property at the date ofpzrblicatior7 of the notice zrnder section 3: 

Provided that in detertnining such rnarket value, the Depzrty Cornmissioner shall rake into consicleration the 
average valzre, to be calclrlated in the prescribed nlut~ner, of the properties of sirnilar description and with 
similar advantages in the vicinity dzrring the t~r.elve rllor1ths preceding the date of publication of the notice 
under section 3; 

(b) the damage that may be sustained by the person interested, by reason ofthe taking of any standing crops or 
trees which muy be on the property at the tirne of taking possession thereof by the Depzlty Commi.ssioner; 

(c) the datrlage that may be sustained by the person iriterested, at the time of taking possession of the property 
by the Deputy Commissioner, by reason of severing szrch property from his other property ; 

(4 the damage that rnuy be sustained by the person iriterested, at the time o f  taking possession ofthe property 
by the Deputy Cornmissioner, by reason of the ucqzrisition injuriously affecting his other properties, 
movable or immovable, in any other manner, or his earnings; 

(e) iJ; in consequence of the acquisitior~ of the property, the person interested is likely to be conipelled to change 
his residence or place of business, the reasonable e-rpenses, if any, incidental to such change; and 

the daniage that muy be resultingfvonl dinlintrtion ofthe profits ofthe proper& between the date of service 
of notice under section 6 und the date of taking possession of the propertj by the Deputy Commissioner. 

(2) In addition to the market valzre ofthe property as provided in sub-section ( I ) ,  the Deputy Commissioner shall 
in every case award a sum offifiy per centum on such market valzre in consideration ofthe complrlsory nature 
of the acquisition. 



12. Abute~tre~rt or revocation of rrcqrrisitiorr proceerlirrgs-(I) Norn~rrlaruntlrng at~~.thing contained in this Ordinance, 
where in any case cotl~pensatiorl has not been paid or tleposited ~t,itllirl ti periocl ofsix rllor1thsfiotn the date of 
decision of the Governn~ent or, US the case tilay be, the Divisiontrl Cot~lr~li.~siorlerS()r trcq~ri.viiior of any property 
under section 5for  no fault of the person it1terestecl: all proceedirlgs in respect ofszrch acyuisition shall, on the 
expiry of that period, stand abated and tz decision by the. Deputy Cornrni.ssiorler to ~ I I L I I  effect shull hc prrhlishetl 
in the oflciul Gazette. 

13. Acquisition of part of a lrouse or builrlirrg. TI7e provisions of'this Purt shall not he applied for the purpose of 
acquiring a part only ofany house, tnunzrfclctory or olhcr l~lrilding, if the on3rler desires that the whole ofszrch 
house, n~anzrfactory or building should be so acquired: 

Provided furtller that if any question arises as to u,/lcther ury property propo~ed to betaken zrtltier this Purt 
does or does not form part o f a  house, nzanzijbctor-); or huilding uithin the nlearlirlg of this section, the decision 
of the Deputy Commissioner shall be final. 

17. Use of acquired property.-(1) No property acquired zrtlder this purt .shall, withozrt the prior crpprovul cf the 
Government, be used for any purpose other than the purpose.for ~ ~ h i c h  it is acquired. 

(2) If any requiring person uses any acquired property in contravention of the provision of sub-section (/).or 
does not use it for the purpose for which it is acqziired, he shall he liable to szrrrender the property to the 
Deputy Commissioner on being directed by him to do so. 

18. Requisition of property.-(0 When any property is required tenzporaril~~ for a public pzrrpose or in the public 
interest, the Deputy Conzmissioner may, tvith the prior approval of the Government, by order in writing, 
requisition it: 

Provided that no such approval shall be necessuty in the cuse of'ernergerlcy reyzrirenlo1t of' any property. 

Provided further that, save in the cuse of ernerget?cy requirement for the purpose of tnainter~ance of transport 
or communication system, no property which is botlafick zrsed by the olvner thereof us the residence of hitnself 
or his family or which is used either for religious worship by the public or as an edzrcational institution or 
orphanage or as a hospital, public library, graveyard or crenlatiorl ground shall be reqzrisitioned. 

(3) Except with the prior approval of the Government, no pr.operty shall be kept under recluisitiot~ for a period 
exceeding two years from the date of taking over possession ofszrch property. 

a.~. >.?* WE (Waste Land) 

THE ACQUISITION OF WASTELAND ACT, 1950 
(East Bengal Act XIX of 1950) 

An Act to provide for tlre cicquisition for public prrrposes of wrrste Iunrl br Bnrtglrrrleslr 

2. In this Act, unless there is anytl~ing repugnant in the subject or conte-xt, 

(2) "waste land" nleans any land including tnarshy tracts, water courses, and jungle areas, which has not 
grown a crop for five consecutive years or rnore itnnediately preceding the dare of publication of the 
notrJication under section 3 in respect ofsuch land, but does not include- 



(i) utiy land 1i./iich /ILI.S beet1 L I C ~ I I I I . C C /  /lcji)re .slic/~ (/~11c 01. h(1.s I J C C ' I ~  / I ~ / L / , / I . O I ) ~  11Lifi)t.e S I I C I I  ~Iulc ji)r 
industrial or bzri1ditigplitposc.s or jhr the plirposes oj'trtrr/c or hlisines.~; 

(ii) atij, Iutid which /ius been licld,Ji-on1 h c f i ~ c  slicll (lure fi)r /~lo.l~o.sc.s cot~ticc,te(/ ~~, ir / i  the clrlti\~~i~iot~ or 
t~~~tizfactzire of tea; 

(rii) any lurid zrsedjbr hot~~e.stetrt/p1irposes together 1~ rtli crtly. ,qut.t/cti L I / I I ) C ~ ~ L I I I ~ I I I ~  to CI I~onle~te~ld,  

(4) '@zrblic purpose " includes, 

(a) the produelion offood; or 

(b) the afforestcrtion Ofl~lnc/, or 

(c) the carrying out of i rr ig~~t iot~ or UIYciit~uge .sc/ienle.s; 01. 

(d) the provision ofsites for the settirig up of tnocfel villages, or 

(e) the reclamation of land for britlging it under cliltiv~ltiot~; 01. 

&I the settienlent of lurid ~si th  uny person or persons, in order to provide them ~ r i ~ h  u inenns of livelihood 
or with holdings of an econon1ic size or it? order to eticible slrcli person or persons to curry on large 
scale farniit~g on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use of power-driver? mechanical appliai~ces. 

3.(1) Whenever it appears to the Government that atly isaste land (hereinujier in this Act referred to as I L I I ~ ~  is 
needed or is likely to be needed for any public purpose, u notrficutioti to that efect shall be published in the 
Oficial Gazette, and the Collector shall cause public notice of the szrbstu~ice of such notlficution to be given at 
convenient places on or tiear tlie land. 

(2) Thereupon it shall be lawful for atiy officer either genercllly or specially azlthorized by tlie Governnler~t in this 
behuK and for his servants and workmen, 

(a) to enter upon and survey and tuke levels of the lorlt/; 

(6) to dig or bore into the sub-soil, 

(c) to do all other acts necessary to uscertaiti whether the Iutid is udapted,for slrcli pwpose, 

(d) to set out the bozrndaries of the land proposed to be taken urid [lie ititended line of the work (if uny) 
proposed to be tnade thereon; 

(e) to mark such levels, bozmduries and line by placirig marks and cuttirig trenches, 

&I and where otheru~rse the survey can not be coinpletetf utid the 1evc)ls taken ur~d the bounu'aries utid line 
n~arked, to cut down and clear avvuy any fence or jungle 



'I'IIIS CUL'I'UKAIILIC WAS'I'IC 1,ANI) (lJ'I'ILI%A'I'ION) OKI)INANCIS, 1959 
(E.Y, Ordinance XI11 of 1959) 

2, 111 this Urdiiiat~ce, irt11e.s.~ there is uiij~tiiiiig rcy~irgtitrii/ it1 /lie .si/l?jec~t (g'~~)tite.v/- 

(ii) 'Sfood crops" include vegetables atid fiirits, 

(iii) "Culturable Waste lutd" means any land clriss~/ieti it1 the record-ofrights Pirblished under ... or the 
State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950, as nirtur~ patit, pirrattm putit, laj,ek putit, gurlayek patit or layek 
jangal and includes any land which, in the opinion cfthe Collector, has not been clrltivated during the last 
two preceding years and no preparation f i r  its clrltivation has been niade on the day of making a 
declaration under section 3, but does riot incllrde latid ,forrnitig part qf; or conterniinous with, any 
hotnestead, farm-house or anyplace of worship. 

3. The Collector may declare that the provisions of this Ortlrritrrice s11ull upply to any czrlt~rri~Dle \t.aste land and on 
and from the day of making such declaration the possessiot~ of such czrltzrrable waste land shall vest in the 
Collector for a period not exceeding one year from the date of szrch declaration: 

Provided that no such subsequent declaration for any j.ear shtrll he t ~ ~ a d e  more than three ~?iontiis in advance or 
for a period of more than one year. 

4. When the possession of any culturable waste land has vested it7 the Collector, he may lease it out on such terms 
and conditions as he thinks proper to any person or persot~s for purpose of ctrltivatior~ for production of food 
cropsfor the period for which the possessiori has vested in the Collector. 

5. No person shall be entitled to claim any cornpensatior~ from the ~oj lector  on account of any declaration made 
under section 3 or for leasing out such culturable waste ltmd to any other person by Collector under section 4. 

7.(1) Where the owner wishes to cultivate himself the ci~lturuble waste land, in respect of which u declaration has 
been made under section 3, afier the expiry ofthe periodfor which the possessiot1 has vested in the Collector, 
he may, not later than three months before the expiry c f the  period, serve a tlotice on the Collector to that 
effect accompanied by security deposit of Tk.50 per acre and it? sirch case szrch land shall be released by the 
Collector at the end to the above mentionedperiod utid t l ~ e  possession thereof shall vest back in the owner. 

(2) When possession of any such land has vested back in the otcjtier under sub-section (I), the o\rJt7er who, fails to 
cultivate such land and raise any food crop therein, his security deposit sh~ill be forkited and szrch land shall 
also be forfeited to the Government. 

THE LAND REFORMS ORDINANCE, 1984 
(Ordinance No, X of 1984) 

An Ordinance to reform t l ~ e  Irrw reluting to lrrrril tenure, lrrr~rl lrolrlirtg and transfer witlr cr view to nzasinlizing 
productiorz and ensuring a better relrrtiortslrip, betweerr /rind owners arrrl bargcrclars. 

2. Definitions.- In this Ordinance, unless there is anything rcpzrgnant it1 the subject or coi~te-~t, 



((I) "/~(rr~y~rdtrr" I I I C ( I I ~ S  LI  / ) L ~ I : S O I ~  \I . / IO  I I I I L ~ O I .  I / I P  .\:I'.s/c,III ~ L , I I O I . O / / I .  ~ I I O \ I . I I  t r . ~  crtllli, I)trt.gtr 01. Olrug C I I / I ~ I ~ L I ~ C . Y  tlle 
land of another person on co~lciitio~l ofu'eli\.o.irlg cr s/i(ir.e oJprodircc o,fslrch ltrncl to thut person; 

(e) "ho~nestead" rneatls a d\iellirig house \vit/i 0111-1iolr.ses. ttrtlks ~ t i t l  erlclo.slrres irilllletiiatel~~ contiecteci with it 
covering an area of not tiiore lh(117 one strrtl(lut~tl hi,yIl(r: 

Provided that 113her-e sirch c7t.c~ e,~ceecl.s one SILIII(ILII.~II higha, tlle e.Yc.e.7.s lcrrid shull riot be deemed to 
Iionlesteud; 

8. C~iltivation ritirler bnrgrr contrrrct.-(1) Su/?ject to other provisions c?f this Ordinance, rio person shall ullo~v 
another person to clrltivute his lurid rrrid no ~L:I:TOII  ~litrll c l r l t i \~~ t~  the Iund (?f unothcr person on condition of 
sharing the prodilce of slrcli land betu.ccr1 tlietn irrl1e.r.r they mecute cr L . O I I / I . L I C ~ ~ ~ ) ~  szrcli cirltivation it1 such jbrm 
and rnanner as /nay he prescribed. 

I I .  Terrnitiritioti of bargri confrac1.-(I) No ori.ner sliull he o~tit led to ternli~icrtc a ha1.g~ cotitruct e.ycept in e,~eczrtioti 
of an order, rnade by the prescribed riuthority, or1 the groirrlcl thtrt 

(a) the bargadar has, b~sithoirt ~ n y  r.easonahle cazrse, filrletl to cz~ltrvute the b u r ~ r  land; 

(6) the bargadar hus, without any reasonable cuzrse, failed to produce any crop eqzrul to the averuge 
otitplrt of such crop in any land siniilar to the burgu lurid in the loculit~v; 

(c) the bargadar has used the b~rrgu land ~viiol!,~ or partly for an!. pirrpose other than ugricirltzrre; 

(d) the bargadar has cor1traverled any provisiori of this Urtlir~ur~ce or tlie rules or orders /?lade thereunder; 

(e) the bargadar has surreridered or voliintat~ily trbcrrldoned li!.~ right of cirltivcrtiori; 

fl the barga land is not zrrider perao/ial czrltivtrtiori c f t l ~ e  burgtrdtrr; 

(g) the owner requires the barga land botiafide$>r pe~rorlal czrltivutiori 

(2) Ifthe owner, without reasonuble calrse, fails to bring ~rtider persorial cirltivutior~ any land on terminatiotz of 
u barga contract under sub-sectiori (1) (@ or allo\vs szrc/i land to be clrltivuted by some other bargadars 
within twenty-four nlonths of the date ofsirch tern1iriatior1, the prescribed author it)^ /nay, on a11 application 
made by the evicted bargadar, restore the possessiori of the land to szrch bargadar ~ d i o  shall thereupon 
continue to cultivate the Icrtid till the e-xpiry o f  the period of harga contr~uct or ternlinution of barga 
contract under this Ordinunce. 

12. Division of prodrrce of bnrgn Irrrir1,-(1) The prodircc of tug1 hcrr;qa ltrrlcf .~litrll be ~lrrvr~led 111 the fillolv~lig til(ititier, 
namely: 

(a) one-third shall be received by the olvrier of the Itrti~i'; 

(b) one-third shall be received by the burgudur for the Iuhozrr; 

(c) one-third shall be received by the owner or tlie hcrrguclat. or l y  hot11 in prol~ortion to the cost of czrltivation, 
other than the cost of luboiir; borne by theni. 

(4) I f  the owner refuses to accept the share oftlie prodzrce tendered to hirn by tlie bargadar or to give a receipt 
thereoJ the bargadar shall give iritir?iutiori of such fact in ~ ~ ~ i t i n g  to the prescribed authority. 

- . .  

(5) The prescribed authority shall, on receipt ofszlch intimation, serve u notice zrpoti the owner, in szrch form and 
nzanner as may be prescribed, asking hitn to take delivery ofthe prodirce 11.ithin seven daysfiom the date of 
service ofthe notice. 



THE MUSSALMAN WAKF VALIDATING ACT, 1913 
(Act No. VI of 1913) 

An Act to declnre tlre riglrts of Mi~ssulrtr~rrrs lo nrake seftlentenfs ofproper@ by tvr?y of "rvnkf " irr fkvour of flreir 
families, cliildrerr (rnd descerrtlnrrts. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anjthing repugnunt in the sul?ject or contct-I,- 

(I)  "Wakj' means the permanent dedication by a person profe.ssir?g the h~ussalmat~faith of any property for any 
purpose recognized by the Mussalman law us religious, piozrs or charitable. 

3. It shall be lawfulfor any person prffessing the Mzrssalman faith to creclte a wakf~t~hicli in all other respects is in 
accordance with-the provisiorts of Mzrs.salinan law, for the follo~ving amorlg other purposes :- 

(a) for the maintenance and support wholly or partially of his~fun~ily, children or descerrdants, and 

(6) where the person creating a wakf is a hanafi Mz~ssalma~i, also for his olvn r~lairltenance and support during 
his lifetime or for the payment of his debts out of the rents and profits qf the property dedicated: 

Provided that the ultimate benefit is in such cases espressly or impliedly reservedfor the poor or for any 
other purpose recognized by the Mzrssalman law as a religious, piozrs or charitable purpose of a permanent 
character. 

4. No such wakf shall be deemed to be invalid merely because the benejit reserved therein for the poor or other 
religious, pious or charitable purpose . f a  permanent nature is postponed zrr~til after the extinction of the family, 
children or descendants of the person creating the wakJ 

5. Nothing in this Act shall affect any custom or usage prevalent among Mtusalmans of any particlrlar class or 
sect. 

Note: See also the provisions of the d#erent schools of Hinhr laws providing for religious settlement of 
property in favour of the creator. 



THE DEVELOPMENT ACT, 1935 
(Bengal Act XVI of 1935) 

An Act to provide for tlre development of Irrrtrls i~r  Brrnglrrrleslr rrirrl to irrtpose a I e ~ y  irr respect of  irrcreaserlproJits 
resulting from inrprovetne~rt works constrircterl by tlre Coverrrnrerrt 

2. 111 this Act, urrless there is a~rything reprrgr1ai7t in the sltbject or conte.~t,- 

( I )  "agriczrltural lunds" irrcllrcie lrr7d.~ zrsed for the grobi rng of~.egcttrhles ~lrid the lrkc hlrt does not i/rclirdefi.urt 
gardens, orchards or horlle-stead lands, 

(4) "dead or decayed river" includes any river into n~lrich, or alorrg airy part of w,hiclr, water has ceased toJlottf 
as freely as it would have flowed if it had not beerr diverted or obstrzrcted whether otting to rratztral causes 
or as a result of interference by tizan, and inclzrdes also airy depressior~ ~vliich at otre tirize formedpart of a 
riverbed but through which there is 110 longer any perer~rrial jlow of water; 

(5) "inlprovetnent work" means any work of irriprovenzent constrlrcted before the 26111 da-v of March, 1971, by 
the governnlent or corrstructed or proposed to be corrstrlrcted ujier that date by the Governrnent which the 
Governnrent has, by notification, declared to be an irnprovernent work for the pzrrposes of this Act. 

3. Whenever, in the opinion of the Governtirer~t, arry irnprolverizerrt bi1or.k has increased or is likely to increase the 
profits Ji-om the produce from airy agriczrltirral lard or to increasz the olrttzrrri o f  szrch prodzrce, within any 
area, the Governtnent may, by notijicatior~, declare its irrterltior~ to inzpose L I ~ I  irizprove~nerrt l a y  ~vithirr that 
area. 

29. Notwithstanding anything contairred in the Irrigation Act, 1876, I I O  person shall hccve a right to a szrpply of 
water under that Act in a trotrfied area withi17 any period prescribed in this behalf 

33. (1) The Governtnent may, from tinre to tinze, pzrblish b j ~  rrotification a list of rivers or depressions which it intends 
to declare to be dead or decayed rivers. 

34. No persor~ shall be entitled to clainz any conlpetzsation under this or an)- other Act for airy injury, darnage or loss 
caused by a deal or decayed river which has been revived us a restilt of an itnprovenlerrt work, or by any other 
river into which it flows or spills, urrless the injzny, daniage or loss is szrc17 as tt~ozrld have rendered the 
Government liable to pay cotnpetrsation had the river not been revived. 

Explanation.-A dead or decayed river is said to be revived when an increased volu/ne ofrvater is, by any tileans 
whatsoever, cazrsed to flow freely into or along any part of sz~ch dead or decayed river. 

35. Subject to the provisions of section 34, whenever- 

(a) any damage is caused as a reszrlt of the prohibitiorr, reti~ovol or rizodification of at7 obstruction under 
section 31 or section 32, or 

(6) any land or right of property is injuriously aflected by any inlprovenrent work in respect of which an 
improvement levy is inrposed under this Act, 

the person by whom any danrage or loss is sustained shall not be entitled to claitii any conzpensation for 
such damage or loss under any other later than six months after the first Act, bzrt such person may, not of 



which the cl~rit)~ is prc$>rrecJ, p~.ef&. to occ~rrroic~e c!/ /;ie i ~ l j 1 1 1 ~ '  it1 r~vpect the Collector a claini for 
conzpensation. 
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Managenie~tt Agencies: 

There are at least I 1  ntirzistries mtd 26 Roverrtntertt ugertcre.~ clirectlj- in\-ol\,cc/ in Iurtcl utlrninistrution and 
management. 

LIST OF AGENCIES RELATED TO LAND MANAGEMENT 

Ministries/Agencies Related to La~irl M[~rtirgente~tt 

Ministry ofAgric111tzrt-e Depar t tnet~t of Agrictrlt z~ral E.rtension 
Cotton DevelopnterztBoard 
Soil Resozrrces Development Itzstitzrte 
Bangladesh Jute Research lnstittrte 
BangladeshAgricultz~ral Developnlent Corporation (Seed 

Mzrltiplication farrlts and Agricultzrral Estates) 
BangladeshAgriclrltzrral Research Institute 
Bangladesh Institute of Nzrclear Agriculture 
BangladeshRice Research Institute 
SugarcaneResearch and Training Institzrte 

Ministry ofEnvironment and Forest I .  Forest Department 
2. Bangladesh Forest Indzrstries Developnterit corpora ti or^ 

(Rubber Plantation Projects) 

Ministry of Irrigation, Water I .  Bantgladesh Water Derelopntent Flood 
Development and Flood Control 

Ministry of Contmunication I .  Department of Roads and Highn~qs  

Ministry of Defense I. Survey of Bangladesh 
2. Space and Retttote Sensing Organization 

Ministry of Trade and Commerce I .  BangladeshTrade Research Institzrte 

Ministry oflndustries I .  Bangladesh Sugar Mills Corporation (Sugar Mill Farms) 

Ministry of Works I. Department of Housing and Settlement 
I .  Directorate of Urban Developments 
I .  RAJUK, CDA, KDA, Rajshahi Developtnent Board 

Ministry of Electricity, Fuel and I .  Geological Survey of Bangladesh 
Mineral Resources 

Ministry of Land I. LandAdministration Board 
2. Directorate of Land Records and Survey 

Ministry of Local Government and I .  All City Corporation 
Rural Development 2. All Paurashava 
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THE EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE ACT, 1952 
(Act I of 1953) 

An Act To consolidate tlre laws relating to embankment and rlraittrrge and to make better provision for tlre 
construction, maintenance, management, removal and corrtrol of embanktrtetrts and water-courses for tlre better 
drainage of lands and for tlieirprotection from W d s ,  erosion or otlrer damage by water. 

3. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or conte.rt, - 

(ii) "Embankment" includes every bank, dam, wall and 4 ~ k e  rnade or used for excluding water from of for 
retaining water upon any land; every sluice, spur, groyne, training wall, berm or other work annexed to, or 
portion of; any such embankment; every bank, dam, dyke, wall, groyne or spur made or executedfor the 
protection of any such embankment or of any land from erosion or overflow by or of rivers, tides, tvaves or 
water; and also all buildings intendedfor purposes of inspection and szrpervision, but does not include any 
ail or ridge surrounding or dividing afield or any public or private road; 

(iv) 'Zand" includes interests in land and benefits arising out of /and, and tl1ing.s attached to the earth or 
permanently fastened to anything attached to the earth; 

(v) "Ownerr', used in relation to a land, means a person who has a right, title or interest in that land, and is 
either in actual possession of it or has an immediate right to actual possession thereof; and includes his 
trustee, heirs, assigns, transferees and legal representatives, but does not include person who, under the 
system generally known as adhi, barga or bhag, cultivates suc/t.land; 

Provided that where any person is, under the terms of any contract between him and the Government, liable 
to do any act or execute any work specified in Part I1 of this Act, for the beneJit of any area, such person 
shall be deemed to be the owner in relation to uny land in such area and shall be deemed to be in 
possession of such land; 

(vii) "Public embankment" means in enzbankmettt vested in or maintained by the Governnrent; 

(ix) "Water-course" includes a line of drainage, weir, culvert, pipe or other channel, whether natural or 
art~ficial, for the passage of water. 

4.(1) Every embankment, water-course and embanked tow-path maintained by the Government, and all land, earth, 
pathways, gates, berms and hedges belonging to or fornzing part of; or standing on, any such embankment 
or water-course shall vest in the Government. 

(2) The embankments mentioned is Schedule A to this Act and every embankment and water-course which 
may be restored to or included in such Schedule under section 37 or section 38 of this Act, and every 
embanked tow-path as aforesaid, shall be held on behalf of the Government; and all other public 
embankments and water-courses shall, subject to the provision of section 65, be held by the 
Government on behalf of the persons interested in the lands to be protected or benefited by such 
embankments or water-courses, and all moneys received on account of such lands shall be credited to 
the cost of the construction and maintenance of such embankments and water-courses respectively. 

7. Subject to the provisions of Part 111, whenever it shall appear to the Engineer that any of the following acts 
should be done or works(inc1uding any work of repair) executed, that is to say : 

(2) that any embankment which connects public embankments or forms by junction with them part of a line of 
embankments or is necessary for the protection of the neighbouring area, should be repaired; 



(3) that any enzbanknlent, or any obstrzictiorl of any kzrzd, 11J1ich entr'crrtger the stability of a public ernbankmer1t 
or the safety of any town or village, or which is likely to cause loss of property by interfering with any 
water-cozirse or with the general drainage or theji'ood draii1age of an). tract of land, shozild be removed or 
altered; 

(5) that any sluice or water-cozirse shotrld be ttzade, or tltut (111)' ~~~(lfer-cotrr.se .sltotik/ be ultered for the 
improvement ofthe public health, or for the protection of any villuge or cultivable land; 

(6) that any road which interferes with the drainage of any tract of land sllozrld he altered or that any water- 
course under or through such road shozrld be constrzrcted; 

he shall prepare or cause to be prepared estitnates of the cost of strch ~t,orks, inclzrdi11g szich proportion of 
the establishnlent charges as tnay be chargeable to the works, iri accor~fance ttlitll the prescribed rttles or 
as may be specially directed by the Governnzent, together with szrch plans and speclJications of the same as 
may be required. He shall also prepare or cause to be preparedfronz the szrrvey /nap of the district, a map 
showing the boundaries of the lands likely to be benefited or aflected by the said acts and works, and he 
shall issue a general notice of his intention to execzite or cause to be executed such works. 

8. Such general notice shall be in the prescribed form stating, as far as possible, the prescribed particlrlars of all 
lands which are likely to be affected by the proposed work and to be chargeable in respect of the expenses of 
executing the same and shall be published in the prescribed manner. A copy of the said estimates, speciJications 
andplans together with a copy ofthe maps aforesaid, shall be deposited in the office of the Engineer and shall 
be open to the inspection of any person interested who shall be allo~ved to take copies thereof and to file 
objections, if any, against the execution of the proposed work, within thirty days fronz the date of the 
publication of such notice. 

IO.(1) After holding such inquiry, the Engineer shall proceed as follo~rs, that is to say, 

(a) if he considers that the proposed act or work or any rnodificatior1 of the sar7ze shozrld not be done or 
executed, or 

(b) if he considers that the proposed act or 1t.ork or any ntodificatiorl of the same should be done or 
executed, 

he shall record his decision to that effect and submit a report to the Irrigation Sliperititendirtg Engineer 
to whom he is subordinate. 

11. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Engirieer under section I0 may, within thirty days from the date of its 
announcement, prefer an appeal to the Irrigation superintending Engineer to whoin the Engineer is 
subordinate. After the expiry of the said period, the Irrigation Superintending Engineer shall proceed to 
consider the report and the appeal, if any, and after making such further inquiry, as he may deem necessary, 
may record an order confirming, mod~JLing or reversing the Engineer's decision and shall, as soon as possible, 
forward through the Chief Engineer of Irrigation, the report submitted by the Engineer, together with his 
remarks or order on appeal, ifany, for the consideration of the Goverwnent. 

14.(1) Whenever an order shall have been passed in cases falling under clause (6) of section 7 directing that any 
road owned by a local authority, which interferes with the drainage of any tract of land, be altered, or that 
any water course be constructed under or through such road, the Engineer may require such authority to 
make such alteration or construct such water-cozirse, and in the events of its failing to comply with such 
requisition in such manner and within such time as the Engineer may prescribe, the Engineer may cause 
the road to be altered or the water-course to be constructed by the oficers of the Government. 

15.(1) (a) I f  any person desires that a bridge, culvert, syphon or sluice be rnade in any public enzbankment for the 
purpose of drainage, or 



(b) iJ; within any area which has been inclzrded in a notifircrtiorl zrrider section 6, any person desires that 
any new er?zbankment be erected, that any e,xisthg embankment be lengthened, enlarged, repuired or 
removed, or that the line of any enlbar1krnerlt be altered, or the any new Iclater course be made, or that 
any water-course be obstructed or diverted, he may lrzake an application in writing to the Engineer. 

(2) The application shall contain such particzrlars of the larids likely to be benefited or aflected by the work as 
may enable the engineer to judge of the advantage which may be derivedfronl the project. 

(3) If it should appear to the Engineer that the work applied for is one which may be executed with advantage, 
the procedure mentioned in the 7th and following sectioris of this Act sliall be followed in respect ofthe 
proposed work. 

16. Whenever the Engineer shall be of opinion that the reinoval qf any trees, houses, huts or other buildings, 
situated between a public embankrnent and the river; is rlccessury, or that land is required for widening an 
existing embanked tow-path, or for construction of a new embanked tow-path. he shall make a report to that 
effect to the Collector of the district concerned, accontpar1ied by a detailed statemerit of the trees, houses, huts 
or other buildings to be removed or of the land required. The Collector sliall szrbrnit such report to the 
Government through the Commissioner of the Division in order that proceedings may be taken for obtaining 
possession of such trees, houses, huts and buildings or land in accordance with the provisions of the 
Acquisition and Requisition of lmmoveable Property Ordinance, 1982, or other law for the time being in force 
for the acquisition of land for public pzrrpose. 

18. The Engineer may make any repairs in and may do all acts necessary arid proper for the maintenance of; any 
public embankment, public water-course or any other ~vork executed or taken charge of under the provisions of 
this Act or of any previous similar Act. 

19.(1) Whenever any person desires that a temporary road-way should be make over, or that temporary water- 
course should be made through, any Public embanknzent, or that a temporary dam should be constrzrcted in 
any embanked river or public water-course, he shall apply to the Engineer or to any person appointed in 
that behalf by the Engineers. 

20. Sluices constructed in any public embankment shall be opened or shzrt only by or with the general or special 
permission of the Engineer or of the oflicer in the immediate charge of the embankment, under such orders, 
either general or special, as he may receivefiom the Engineer. 

21.(1) It shall be lawful for the Engineer, or any person whom he may authorise in writing in that behalf; in order to 
carry out any of the purposes of this act, to enter upon and survey, and take levels of any land; to dig or 
bore into the sub-soil; to do all other acts necessary to ascertain whether the land is adapted to the purpose 
projected by such Engineer; to set out the boundaries of the land proposed to be taken and the intended line 
of the work proposed to be made thereon; to mark such levels, boundaries and line, by placing marks and 
cutting trenches; and, where otherwise the survey cannot be completed or the levels taken, to cut down and 
clear away any part of any standing crop, fence or jungle. 

(2) The Engineer or other person so authorised shall, at the time of szich enquiry, tender payment for all 
necessary damage to be done as aforesaid, and in case of dispute as to the szijficiency of the amount so 
tendered, he shall at once refer the dispute to the Collector whose decision thereon shall be final. 

23. When any such land is renderedpermanently unfit for cultivation by any such act as aforesaid, the Government 
shall, upon application for that purpose made by the owner thereof; acquire such lands under the provisions of 
the Acquisition and Requisition of Immoveable Property Ordinance, 1982, or other law for the time being in 
force for the acquisition of land for public purposes. 

24. Whenever the Engineer shall be of opinion that any delay in the execution of any act or work specified in section 
7, would be attended with grade danger to life or property, he may forthwith execute or cause to be execute 
such act or work: 



Provided that he shall withozrt delay prepare or cause to he prepared the estinlates, specifications and plans of 
such act or work together with a copy of the map as provide in section 7, and shall cause general notice to be 
given that the act or work mentioned therein has already been conlri~enced; and therelrpon srrcli proceedings 
and inquiries shall be had as in and by Part II  of this Act ure directed. 

25. Whenever it may have been determined in the final order to be passed on any such et1qzrity that anything done 
by the Engineer under the last preceding section was unnecessary, any person who shall hme szrstained 
damage by the execution of szrch works shall receive cornpetisatior~ front the Government to be assessed 
according to the provisions ofcontained in Part IV of this Act; and, or1 receipt of ariy r~pplication to that effect 
by the Engineer frotn any person so affected, the land or the enlbar1kntents or drainage shall, so far as any 
alteration thereof shall appear to have been tmnecessaty, be, at the expense of the Provincial Governinent, 
restored as nearly as possible to the state in which they were when the Engineer cotnmenced to act under the 
provisions of this Part. 

28. Subject to the provisions ofsectiot~ 5, whenever any larid other than land required or taken by the Etigitieer, or 
any right offishery, right of drainage, right to the use c$ water or other right of property, shall, have been 
injuriously affected by any act done or any work executed under the due exercise ofthe powers ofprovisioris of 
this Act, the person in whom such property or right is vested may prefer a claim by petition to the Collector for 
compensation: 

Provided that the refusal to execute any work for which application is made shall not be deemed to be an act on 
account ofwhich a claim for compensation can be preferred under this section. 

30. When any such claim is made, proceedings shall be taken for determining the amount of conzpensation, if any, 
which should be made and the person to whom the same should be payable, as far as possible, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Acquisition and Requisition of Itnmoveable Property Ordinance, 1982, or other law 
for the time being in force for the acquisition of land for public purposes. 

31. In every such case which is referred to the judge and assessors or to arbitrators for the purpose of determining 
whether any, and if so, what amount of cornpensation should be awarded, the judge and assessors or the 
arbitrators- 

(i) shall take into consideration- 

(a) the market-value of the property or right injuriozrsly affected at the titne when the act was done or the 
work executed, 

(6) the damage sustained by the clainlant by reason of szrch act or work itjlrrio~rslj. aflecting the property 
or right, 

(c) the consequent diminution ofthe market-value of the property or right injzrriozaly affected when the act 
was done or the work executed and 

(4 whether any person has derived, or will derive, benefit from the act or work in respect of which the 
compensation is claimed or from any work connected therewith, in ~vhich case they shall set off the 
estimated value of such benefit, ifany, against the compensation which wozrld otherwise be decreed to 
such person; but 

(ii) shall not take into consideration- 

(a) the degree of urgency which has led to the act or work being dotie or e.~eclrted, und 

(b) any damage sustained by the claimant, which if caused by a private person, tvozrld not iti any suit 
instituted against such person justzh a decree for damages. 



56. (1) Any person, - 

(a) who, withozrt the previous pernlissiotl r?f' the Engineer, erects, or ccrrrses or ~cillfirlly perinits to he 
erected, any new etnbankmet~t, or adds to any e-~istirlg enlbarlknlet7t, or obstructs or diverts, or causes 
or willJrlly permits to be obstructed or dilmted, any water-course, ifsuch act interferes or is likely to 
interfere with, counteract or impede any pl~blic embarzktnent or any public +t.ater-cozrrse; 

(b) who, within the litnits of the tract included in any prohibitory notification under sectiotl 6, 1vitl1011t the 
previous permission of the Engineer, erects, or causes or ~r~illfirlly perinits to be erected any new 
embankment, or adds to any existing embankment, or obstrzrcts or diverts, or causes or ~cillfirlly 
permits to be obstructed or diverted any water-course; and 

(c) who abets any such act as is metltioned in clauses (a) and (b), 

shall be liable, on conviction, to fine which may extend to five hlrnd~ed rupees or; in default ofpayment, to 
imprisonment ofeither description for a period not exceeding si-x nionths. 

(2) This section shall not render unlayfiul the repair of a breach or cut in an embankment so as to restore the 
embankment to the same dimensions as it had immediately before such breach occurred or cut was made; 
provided that 

(i) such cut was not made under the orders ofthe Engineer; 

(ii) such repair is made within one year after such breach occurred or cut was made; If; however, the repair 
cannot be completed within this period, the sanction of the Engineer shall be obtained to the completion 
thereoJ 

(iii) such breach or cut forms a gap or, if unrepaired may fern; a gap between two portions of an existing 
embankment which were continuous before the breach occurred or cut was made; 

(iv) the part of the embankment, in which the breach occurred or cut was made, was not erected or added to in 
contravention of this section or of any law for the titne being in force. 

57. Whoever, without due authority in this behalf; cuts through or attempts to cut through any public embankment, 
or destroys or attempts to destroy any such embankment, or opens or shuts or obstructs any sluice in any szrch 
embankment or any public water-course, shall be liable to imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to one month or to fine which may extend to two hundred Taka. 

58. Whoever, without the permission of the oficer in immediate charge of the embankments, makes any dam or 
other obstruction for the purpose of diverting or opposing the current of a river or water-course wherein or 
whereon there are public embankments; or, 

When required by the Engineer, refuses or neglects to remove any such dam or obstruction so made by him; or, 
without the permission of the Engineer or of the officer in immediate charge of the Embankment previously 
obtained, cuts or otherwise alters the banks of any enrbarlked river or watercourse or renzoves the earth fronz 
any public embankment or drives stakes into it, or, by any other willfit1 act, destroys or diminishes the eflciency 
of such embankment, or causes or knowingly and willfidly permits any cattle to graze upon any such 
embankment, or tethers upon any such embankinent or root up any grass or other vegetation growing on any 
such embankment, shall be liable to imprisonment of either description for a term which nzay extend to six 
months or to fine which may extend to two hundred Taka. 

Note : See also the Tanks Improvement Act, 1939 (8.1) and the Penal Code (19). 



THE GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE, 1985 
(Ordinance No. XXVII of 1985) 

An Ordinance to manage the ground water t.esozrrces for crgriclrltlrrcrl prodlrctiotl. 

2. Definitions.- In this Ordinance, lrnless there is crrg~tllitlg replrgticrnt in the szrbject or context, 

(a) "aquifer" nleans a body of satzrrated soil at crr1.y depth helow grozrnti level thot cat7 store and transniit 
suflcient quantity of water to the wells; 

(d) "deep tztbewell" means a tube well called as such operated by a szrbtnersible putlip set or tzrrbine pump 
coupled with a prime niover capable ofpzrnzping grolrnd wcrter when the pumped water level depth is niore 
than 7 meters: 

(e) "deep set handpurnped tubewell" means a handpzrniped well used for either irrigation or water supply 
where the pump valve is set below the surface and operated remotely by a pump rod operatedfiom the 
surface and is capable ofpumping ground water tvl~en the pumped water level depth is more than 8 meters; 

(9 "shallow tubewell" means a tubewell called as szrch operated by a centrifugal pump coupled with a prime 
mover but only capable ofpztmping water when the vertical distance between the cet1trijirgal pzmlp and the 
pumped water level depth is within 7 meters; 

0) "static water levelfr means the depth from the grolrnd level to the satzrrated water level beneath the ground 
surface where no pumping has taken place; 

(k) "suction lift handpumped tubewell" means handpzmzped well used for either irrigation or potable water 
supply when the pump valves are sittrated above ground level but is only capable of operation when the 
vertical distance between the putnp valve and the pumped water level depth is within 8 meters; 

( I )  "tubewell" means a deep tubewell, shallow tubewell, suction l f l  handpurnped well or deep set handpunlped 
well used for irrigation or water supply. 

5. Licerzce for tubewell.-(I) No tzrbewell shall be installed in any place without a licence granted by the Thana 
Parishad. 

(4) On receipt of the application for licence, the Thana Parishad shall direct the comnzittee to hold a local 
enquiry and szrbmit a report on the following points, nanzely: 

(a) the aquifer condition ofthe soil where the tubetvell is to be installed; 
(6) the distance of the nearest existing tubewell; 
(c) the area likely to be benefited by the tubewell; 
(d) the likely efSecf on the existing tubewells including tube~uells used for domestic purpose; 
(e) the suitability of the site for installation of the tube~vell; 
fl the conditions on which a licence, ifany, may be granted. 

(5) IJ;  on considerations of the report ofthe Committee, the Thana Parishad is satisfied that the installation of 
the tubewell applied for 

(a) will be beneficial to the areas for which it is to be installed, or 
(6) will not have any adverse effect upon the surrounding area, or 



(c) is otherwise feasible, 

it may grant the licence appliedfor. 

10. Offences.- Whoever contravenes any provision of this Ordiriar7ce or rlrles made thereunder shall be punishable 
with fine which may extend to two thousand taka. 

shall, unless he proves that the contravention was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due 
diligence to prevent such contravention, be deemed to be guilty of such contravention an shall be liable to 
proceeded against and punished accordingly. 

Note : See also the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, 1983 as has been referred to in sector 10.4.1 

THE BANGLADESH WATER AND POWER DEVELOPMENT BOARDS ORDER, 1972 
(P. 0 ,  No. 59 of 1972) 

I 2. In this Order, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context,- 

(c) "controlled station" means a power generating station declared as a controlled station under clause (4 of 
Article 15; 

(a 'power" includes hydraulic as well as thermal power, electriclr! energy, steam, gas or any other power 
notiJied as such by the Government in the official Gazette; 

6) "undertaking" includes any business, project scheme, asset, right, power, authority and-privilege and any 
property movable and immovable, including land, building, work, machinery, cash or bank balance, 
reserve fund, investments, and any other right and interest in, or arising out oJ; such proper& and any book 
of accounts, register, record and any other document of whatever nature relating thereto. 

3.(1) On the commencement ofthis Order, there shall be constituted, for carrying out the purposes of this Order, 
two Boards- one to be called the Bangladesh Ckter Development Board and the other to be called the 
Bangladesh Power Development Board. 

4.(1) The Water Board shall consist of a Chairman and not more than five other members to be appointed by the 
Government. 

9. (1) The Water Board shall prepare, for the approval of the Government, a comprehensive plan for the control of 
flood in, and the development and utilisation of water resource oJ Bangladesh. 

(2) The Board shall have power to take up any work as contemplated in clause (3) or any other work that may be 
transferred to it by the Government and to realise levy thereof subject to the approval of the Government. 

(3) The Board muylyframe a scheme or schemes for the whole of Bangladesh or any part thereof providing for all 
or any of the following matters, mainly:- 

(a) construction of dams, barrages, reservoirs and other original works irrigation, embankment and 
drainage, bulk water supply to communities and recreational use of water resources; 

(b) flood control including water-shed management; 

(c) prevention ofsalinity, water congestion and reclamation of land, 



(4 except within the limits of sea-ports, t?iuinlenco7ce, inlpro~~etnent trntl e.~ten.riori o f  channels for i ~ ~ l a r ~ d  
water transport, including dredging ofcl7atiticl.~, hilt e.rc11trliril: trll . r11~~/1  opcrrrtiorw us n l a ~ ~  be assigned 
by the Government to any other agency; 

(e) regulation of channels to conceritrate river flow for. \?lore efficient nlo1~enier7t of water, silt and sand, 
excluding all such operatiotls as, in the opiniori of [he Coverr71~ierit, n i i ~ ~ ~  be carried out by any other 
agency. 

l l . ( l )  Every scheme prepared under clause (3) of Article 9 ... sliall be slrbmittetl, for u;~proval, to the Governtnet~t 
with the following information:- 

(a) a description of the scheme arid the nlanner of its execzr1ior7; 

(b) an estimate of costs and benefits, the allocation of costs to the 
various purposes to be served by the scheme and the amounts to be paid by the beneficiaries; 

(c) a statement of proposal by the Board for the resettlenzent or rehousing, if necessary, of persons likely 
to be displaced by the execution of the scheme. 

(2) The Government may sanction or may refuse to sanction or may return for reconsideration any scheme 
submitted to it under clause (I), or may call for such further details or information about the scheme or 
may direct such further examination of the scheme as it may consider necessary. 

12.(1) Any scheme framed by an agency in Bangladesh other than a Board in respect of any of the matters 
enumerated in clause (3) 01Article 9 ... shall, if its estintated cost exceeds the amount to be prescribed by 

I the Government, be submitted to the Government through the board concerned and the Government may 
I 

pass any of the orders contemplated by clause (2) of Article 11. 

(2) A board may, with the approval of the Government, undertake the execution of any scheme or exercise 
technical supervision and administrative andfinancial control over the execzrtion of any scheme framed or 
sponsored by any agency in respect of the niatters enumerated in clause (3) of Article 9. .. 

14. Subject to the provisions of any other law for the time being in force, the Water Board 

(a) shall have control over the flow of water in ail rivers and channels of Bangladesh subject to private rights, 
and the under-ground water resources of any region of Bangladesh; 

(6) may, with the approval of the Government, prescribe standards for the operation and maintenance of all 
irrigation, embankment and drainage works; 

(c) may, with the approval of the Government, prescribe simplification of niethods ofcharges for the supply of 
water andfor standardization of the system of supply. 

17.(1) Each Board may take such measures and exercise such powers as it considers necessary or expedient for 
carrying out the purposes of this Order. 

I (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the power conferred by clause (I), each Board may 

(a) under any work, incur any expenditure within the budget or any special allotment, procure plant, 
machinery and materials required for its use and enter into and peform any such contracts as it tnay 
consider necessary and expedient; 

(6) acquire by purchase, lease, exchange or otherwise any land or interest in land or dispose of by sale, 
lease, exchange or otherwise such land or any interest in such land; 



(c) seek and obtaiti advice and assistutice it1 the prepur~itioti or aeczrtion of a schenie fiotn uny local 
azrthority or agency of the Government and such agency or authority shall give the advice and 
assistance sought by the Board to the best of its ability, knowledge atldjudgmetzt: 

Provided that the Board shall pay the cost ifslrcli udvice urid as.~istutlce entails crc/ditional espenditzrre 
to the local authority or the agenc~.. 

(3) The acqzrisition of any land or any interest rn 1~rrid.for a Board ut1dt.r tliis Article or for urly scheme under 
this Order shall be deemed to be an acqtlisition for a pzrblic pwpose within the nleaning of the Acquisition 
and Requisition of lnznzoveable Property Ordinance 1982 ... or an>> other law for the titne being in force, 
and [he provisions of the said Act or law shall crpply to all such proceedings. 

18. Without prejudice to the generality of the powers conjerred 01) any other provision of tlzis Order, the Water 
Board nzay 

(a) control and operate the dredger jlect, its atlcillary crafts, app~a~tenunces and eyuipnzetit irzclzrding 
launches, house boats, fuel and water bags, floating and shore workshops, pipe lines, pontoons, punzps 
and other construction equiptnent belonging to the Governnlent on szrch ternls and conditioris as tnay 
be prescribed by the Government; 

(6) direct the owner of any private land- 
( i )  to carry out measures for training of water courses passing through his land; 
(ii) to undertake anti-erosion operations including conservation of forests and re-afforestation: 

Provided that comperzsation shall be paid to persons affected by such direction in such manner us 
tnay be prescribed. 

(c) restrict or prohibit, by general or special order, the clearing atzd breaking up of land in the catchnzent 
area of any river: 

Provided that compensation shall be paid to persons affected by szrch order in such manner as n z y  be 
prescribed; 

(4 direct that any work which has been required to be done by any person under the two preceding sub- 
clauses and which remains undone shall, after notice to such person and after consideration of any 
objection raised by him, be executed by the Board and nzay specrj) the proportion in which the risk 
and expenses of such work shall be borne by notice and after such enquiry as the Board considers 
necessary, is held by the Board to be responsible for the execution of such work in whole or part. 

19.(1) The Chairman or any person authorised by hinz in writing may, after serving due notice to the owner, enter 
upon and survey any land, erect pillars for the deternzination of intended line of works, make boring and 
excavations, and do all other acts which may be necessary for the preparation of any scheme: 

Provided that when the aflectedplace does not vest in the Board, the power conferred by this clause shall be 
exercised in such manner as to cause the least interference with, and the least dunrage to, the rights of the 
owner thereof: 

(2) When any person enters upon any land in pursuance of clause (I), he shall, at the titlze of entering or as 
soon thereafter as may be practicable, pay or tender payment for all necessary damage to be done as 
aforesaid, and in case of dispute as to the sufficiency of the amount, so paid or tendered, the dispute shall 
be referred to the Deputy Commissioner whose decision shall be final. 

21.(1) As soon as any scheme has been carried out by a Board or at a latter date, the Board muy arrange by a 
written agreement with a local authority or other agency within whose jurisdiction any particular area 
covered by the scheme lies to take over and maintain any of the works or services in that area and, if the 



Board fails to obtain the assent of szrch local azrthority or other agenc): it may refer the matter to the 
Government, and the Governmer~t I ~ L I ~  give szrch directions to the local rrzrtl7ority or other agency as it incry 
deem fit. 

(2) The Government shall have the pon3er to direct n Board to hand over any scheme to any agency of the 
Government or a local authority: 

Provided that the Government shall not direct the Po~t,er Board to hand over ar7y power scheme carried 
out by that Board. 

22.(1) The Government nzay appoint such officers, advisers or cotnultarits arid other employees to serve under each 
Board as may be necessary for the eff?ciet?t petforn~urice of thejrnctions of such Board on such terms and 
conditions as it may be determine. 

26. The rates at which the Water Board shall sell water ... shall be so fixed as to provide for meeting the operating 
cost, interest charges and depreciation of assets, the redemption at due titne of loans other than those covered 
by depreciation, the payment of any tar and a reasonable return or investment. 

Note : See also 13.6 and the Ct'ater and Sewerage Azrthority Act, 1996 (15.3) 

THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION BOARD ORDINANCE, 1977 
(Ordinace No. LI of 1977) 

An Ordinance to provide for the establislrmertt of tlre Rural Electrijication Board. 

8. Functions of the Board. - The functions of the Board shall he- 

(b) to take measures for eflective use of electricity to foster rural development with special emphasis on 
increase of use of electric power for economic pursuits, such as development of agriculture and 
establishment of rural industries and assisting the disadvantaged sections of the comnzzmity for augmenting 
their income and standard of living. 

(0) to cooperate with agencies of the Government, interested non-government bodies as well as local 
administration and local authorities in rural development works and to take initiative for promotion of 
setting up of rural industries, boosting irrigation and drainage and azrginenting commercial and domestic 
use ofelectricity. 



STATUTE OF THE INDO-BANGLADESH JOINT RIVERS COMMISSION, 1972 

CHAPTER-! 

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES 

pursuant to the relations offriendship and co-operation that exits bet+vezfz India and Bangladesh, 

DESIROUS of working together in harnessing the rivers cornrnor? to botli the cozmtries for the benefit of the people 
of the two couniries. 

DESIROUS of specrbing some qzrestions relating to these rncrtters, 

HAVE AGREED A S  FOLLOWS: 

CHAPTER-II 

Article- I 

There shall be established an Indo-Barigladesh Joint Rivers Cornmission, hcreinajer referred to as the Commission. 

(i) The Commission shall be constituted by each participcrting Governtncrit adopting u chuirnian and three 
members; 

of these two shall be engineers. The Chairman and three tnetnbers shall ordinarily hold o@ce for a period of 
three years. 

(ii) Each participating Government may also appoint such experts arid advisers as it desires 



The Chuirnianship ofthe Cotnnlission shttIl he held trtinlc~rl!,, it1 tzrrti 191 Btrtiglutlesh utitl Ititlin. 

A rficlc-4 

(i) The Conitnission shall have thefollo~t~itigfirt~ctio~i.~, it1 prtrticzrlar 

(a) to tizaintaiti liaison betrveeti the participatitig cozltntries it7 order to enszrre the tizost effectively joint 
eSforts in tnauinzizing the hene;fits)otn cotnrnoti river systettls to both the colrntries. 

(6) to formztlute flood control works atit1 to rccoriirnend inzplet?iet~tcrtion ofjoint projects. 

(c) to fortnltlute detailed proposuls oti ~ t h ~ u n c e  flootl ~varr~itigs, floodforeccistit7g and cyclone ~vartiings, 

(4 to study flood control and irrigation projects so that the Jtater resources of the region can be zrtilised 
on an eqzritable basis for the t?~utual benefit ofthe peoples of the two countries, atid 

(e) to fornlztlate proposals for curryitig ozrt co-orditiutetl re.settrch prohlerii offlood cotitrol affectitig both 
the countries, 

(ii) The Commission shall also perfi)rti~ szrch otherjrtictions as the t ~ v o  Governments tna,v, by rnutzral 
agreement, direct it to do. 

CHAP TER-III 

SUPPORTING STAFF AND SECRETARIAT ASSISTANCE 

Each Government will provide appropriate supporting Staff and secretarial assistance to its 
representative in the Commission to enable them to discharge their functions in an effective 
manner 

CHA PTER-I V 

SESSIONS 

(i) Szrbject to the provisions ofthis Statzrte, the Cot1ltnissioti shall adopt its own rules ofprocedzrre 

(ii) Meetings may generally take place crlterriatively it? the countries subject to the corivetiience of the two 
Governments. 

(iii) Special meetings of Working Groups or ad-hoe Experts Groups ht ly  noniinated by the respective 
Governnzents tnay be arranged, as required, by the tii~rtual cot~s~rltation of the hlembers. 



CHAPTER- V 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

(iv) The ordinary sessions of the Commission shall beheld as often as necessary, generally four times a year. In 
addition special meetings my be convened any time at the request of either Government. 

CHAPTER- VI 

GENERAL PRO VISIONS 

The Commission shall submit confirmed minutes of all meetings to he two Governments. The Commission shall also 
submit its annual report by the 31st January, next year. 

Decisions of the Commission shall be unanimous. If any dtferences arise in he interpretation of this Statute, they 
shall be referred to he two Governments to be dealt with on a bilateral basis in a spirit of mutual respect and 

I understanding. 

THE JUVENILE SMOKING ACT, 1919 
(Bengal Act I1 of 1919) 

An Act for the Prevention of Smoking by Juveniles. 

2. Definitions.- In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, 

(a) "cigarettes" include cut tobacco rolled up in paper, tobacco leaf; or other material in such form as to be 
capable of immediate use for smoking; 

(b) 'Ipolice-oficer" means a member of an establishedpolice force above the rank of a head constable; and 

(c) r r t o b a ~ ~ ~ f f  means tobacco in any form, and includes any smoking mixture intended as a substitute for 
tobacco. 

3.(1) No person shall sell or give to a person apparently under the age of sixteen years any tobacco, pipes or 
cigarettes papers whether for his own use or not: 



Provided t h a ~  u person shall not be guilty of a17 oflfnce zit7(/~1. this . S C C ~ I O I I ~ ~ ~  sclling roh~~cco, vtiler tiiiltz 
cigarettes to u person apparently under the age ofsirteeu j1eurs if he did not kt7ou: ~rnd htrd no reuson to 
believe that it was for the use of that person. 

(2) l fany person contravenes the provisions ofsub-section (I) ,  he shall be liable on szcn~r?zuty conviction before u 
Magistrate to afine tlot exceeding ten taka, and in the case of u second ofcncc to a fine r7ot escecdingfifi 
taka. 

3. It shall be Ia~vful for u police-officer in unfortn, or uny ofher person or class ofpersons duly uuthorised by the 
Government in this behalf; to seize any tobacco, pipes or cigaretle papers in the possession of any person 
apparently under the age ofsilrteen years whonz heJnds .smoking in any street or pzrblic plucc, or to clestroj; 
any such article. 

5. No hfagistrute shall take cogni~unce of an oflence z t n h  this Act, e-1-cept r1pot7 u co1nplait7t t ~ ~ u d e  by, or at the 
instance oJ; the parent or guardian of the young po.so11 concerned or LI p01ice-qjfic~1- or other persoil 
empowered to make u seizure under sectiotz I. 

6. The provisions of this Act shall not apply when [he person to lvhorn the fobucco, pipes or cigurette pup,-s (Ire 
sold, or in whose possession they are found, was ut the ti~ne e~nployed by a I I IC~I~Z$UCIZII .W oJ or ~lculer in, such 
articles either wholesale or retail, for the purposes of his business. 

THE BID1 MANUFACTURE (PROHIBITION) OlWINANCE, 1975 
(Ordinance No. LVII of 1975) 

An Ordi~linunce to prohibit munufacture of bidi iiz Brmgladeslr. 

2. Definitions.- In this Ordinance, zinless there is anything repugnant it7 [he szrbject or cot7te.~t, 

(a) "bidi" means a small cylinder of cut tobacco rolled for stnoking in kutnbhi leaf; tendu leaf or lecf of U17y 
other plant but does not into include cut tobacco rolled in paper; 

(b) "kun~bhi leaf tneans the leaf usedfor manzlfcrcture of bidi und is co~?z~nonly kno~vn us klimbhi IeaJ; 

(c) "tendu leaj' means the leaf used for the nianufacture of bidi and is cotnmonly known as tend11 leaJ: 

3. Bidi manufacture prohibited, etc.- No person in Bangladesh shall, after the cotnmencenlent of this Ordinance,- 

(a) tnanufactzire b i d  or engage in any trade or occ~rputiot~ involving or connected iijith the ~nnn~filct~rre of 
bidi; or 

(b) cultivate, or tend kutnbhi leaf or tendzc leurf;. or 

(c) store or otherwise keep in his possession or czistodyfor unyplrrpose wl~utsoever, any bicli or kunzbhi leafor 
tendu leaf: 

3. Certain tratzsnctio?zs untruller1.- All contracts, ugreetnents or other comn~erciul urrungettlents for n~anzrfucture, 
sale or other transaction in relation to growing and tending of kumbhi leaf; entered into or made before the 
commencement of this Ordinance, shall, notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in 
fore, stand annulled, and no claim for any cotnpensation shcrll lie for uny loss due to such L I I . I P I ~ ~ / I I I C I ~ ~ .  

5. Peilu1ty.-(I) Whoever contruvenes any provision of this Ordinance shall be pzrnishuble with i~nprisonnlent for a 
term which may extend to two years, or with fine which may extend to one thozisand taka, or with both. 



(2) Where a person is convicted of an offence punishable under sub-section ( I )  the court passing the sentence 
may direct that the bidi, kumbhi leaf or tendu leaf in respect of which the provision of this Ordinance has 
been contravened be forfeited to the Government and destroyed by fire. 

(3) If the person contravening any P'O or other body corporate, every director, manager, secretary or other 
oflcer or agent there of shall, unless he proves that the contravention took place without his knowledge or 
that he exercised due diligence to prevent such contravention, be deemed to be guilty of such contravention. 

THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE (GRADING AND MARKING) ACT, 1937 
(Act No. I of 1937) 

An Act to provide for tlie grading and marking of rrgriculturtrl and otlier prorlrrcr. 

2. In this Act, unless the contrary appearsfrom the subject or context,- 

(a) "agricultural produce" includes all produce of agriculture of horticulture and all articles of food or drink 
wholly or partly manufacturedfrom any such produce, andyeeces and the skins of animals; 

(6) "counterfeit" has the meaning assigned to that word by section 28 of the Penal Code; 

(c) "covering" includes any vessel, box, crate, wrapper, tray or other container; 

( 4  "grade designation" means a designation prescribed as indicative of the quality of any scheduled article; 

(e) "grade designation mark" means a mark prescribed as representing a particular grade designation; 

@ "quality" in relation to any article, includes the state and condition of the article; ' 

(4 an article is said to be marked with a grade designation mark, if the article itself is marked with a grade 
designation mark or any covering containing or label attached to such article is so marked. 

3. The Government may, after previous publication by notlJication in the official Gazette, make rules 

(a) fixing grade designations to indicate the quality of any scheduled article, 

(b) defining the quality indicated by every grade designation; 

(c) spec fiing grade designations mark to represent particular grade or designations. 

( 4  authorising a person or a body ofperson Subject to any prescribed conditions, to mark with a grade 
designation mark any article in respect of which such mark has been prescribed or any covering 
containing or label attached to any such article; 

(e) spec~jjing the conditions referred to in clause ( 4  including in respect of any article conditions as to the 
manner of marking, the manner in which the article shall be packed, the type of covering to be used, and 
the quantity by weight, number or otherwise to be included in each covering; 

4. Whoever marks any Scheduled article with a grade designation mark, not being authorised to do so by rule made 
under section 3- shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred Taka. 



5. Whoever counterfeits any grade designation inark or has in his possession any die, plate or other instrument for 
the purpose of countedeiting a grade designation mark shall be punishable with imprisonment which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

6. The Government, afier such consultation as it thinksfit of the interests likely to be aflected, may be notification in 
the ofJicial Gazette declare that the provisions of this Act shall apply to an article of agricultural produce 
article other than an article of not included in the Schedule or to an agricultural produce- and on the 
publication of such notfication such article shall be deemed to be included in the Schedule. 

THE SCHEDULE 
(See section 2) 

1 Fruit. 
2. Vegetables 
3. Eggs. 
4. Dairy produce. 
5. Tobacco. 
6. Coffee. 

THE IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT, 1950 
(Act No. XXXTX of 195(1) 

An Act to continue for a limited period powers to Proltibit or control imports and exports. 

3.(1) The Government may, by order published in the ofjicial Gazette aitd subject to such conditions and exceptions 
as may be made by or the order, prohibit or restrict or otherwise control the import or export of goods 
of any specified description, or regulate generally all practices(inc1uding trade practices) and procedure 
connected with the import or export of such goods, and such order may provide for applications for licences 
under this Act, the evidence to be attached to such applications, the grant, use, tranifer, sale or cancellation 
of such licences, and the form and manner in which and the periods within which appeals and applications 
for review and revision may be preferred and disposed of; and the charging offees in respect of any such 
matter as may be in such order. 

(2) No goods of the specified description shall be imported or exported except in accordance with the 
conditions of a licence to be issued by the Chief Controller or any other officer authorised in this behalfby 
the Government. 

(3) All goods to which any order sub-section (I)applies shall be deemed to be goods Of which the import or 
export has been prohibited or restricted under section 19 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878, and all the 
provisions ofthat Act shall have effect as iffor the word 'khall" therein the word "may" were substituted. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in the aforesaid Act, the Government may by order published in the 
oficial Gazette, prohibit, restrict or impose conditions on the clearance whether for home consumption or 
for shipment abroad of any imported goods or class of goods. 

5. Ifany person contravenes any Provision of this Act or any order made or deemed to have been made under this 
Act or the rules made thereunder, or makes use of an import or export licence otherwise than in accordance 
with any condition in that behar imposed under this Act, he shall without prejudice to any confiscation or 
penalty to which he may be liable under the provisions of the Sea Customs Act, 1878, as applied by sub-section 
(3) of section 3 of this Act be Punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with 
fine, or with both. 



THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKETS REGULATION ACT, 1964 
(Act No. IX of 1964) 

An Act lo provirle for llre regulrrtiort of tlre purclrrrse rrnrl srrle of rrgricrrlturrrl prorlr~ce rrnd of ntcrrkets in wlriclr 
such produce is purclrased and sold in Brrrtglrrrlesh. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the slrbject or context- 

( I )  l'agricultural produce" means un ugric~rltzrrul prodlrc.e .specified in the schedule up])o~detl to this Act, and 
includes a produce of horticultlrre, ~~rboriczrlllrre trr7tl trt~in~al hlrshundry so specrfied; 

(3) "grower" means a person who either by hi~nselfor by ~nenlbers of his fanlily or by servants or by bargadars 
or by or with the aid of hired laboztrers or with the aid of partners grows or produces any agrictrltzrral 
produce, but does not include a wi~olesaler or arafdar or stockist in such produce; 

(6) "market functionary" means any person who operufes as a middle-man it? connection with the pzrrchase or 
sale oJ or negotiation of a purchase or sale of; any agricultural produce, or in connection with the 
rendering of any services incidental to such purchase or sale, and includes a wholesaler, aratdar, stockist, 
weighman, nzeasurer, sampler, jachandar, grader, cornrnission agent, warehouse-man, broker and dalal. 

3.(1) The Governtnent may, by notrfication in the OSficial Gmette, declare any market to be a notlfied nlarket in 
respect of such agriczrltlrral prodzrce and with effect f i n  such date as tmay be specified in the notrfication. 

(2) On andfronl the date specrfied in the notrfication under sub-section (I), no person shall act as a market 
functionary in a notrfied market in respect of any agricultural. produce specfied in the notrfication except 
under a licence under this Act and except in accordance with the conditions specrfied in such licence. 

4.(1) The Director or any officer of the Agricultural Marketing Department authorised by hinz shall issue licences ... 
to the market functionaries for operating in a notrfied nzarket under such terms and conditions as the 
Director mcry deem fit to fix. 

9. Constitution of: Market Advisory Committee.- The Government tnuy, by notrfication in the official Gazette, 
constitute a District Market Advisory Committee for a district ... 

14. In case of a dispute arising between a purchaser and a seller on account 

(a) deviation from sample when the purchase is made by sanlple; 

(b) deviation from standard when the purchase is nlade by a reference to a17 accepted standard; 

(c) difference between the actual weight of a container and the standard weight; 

(4 payment ofprice; 

(e) delivery of goods; 

fl damage of goods; 

(g) admixture of foreign matters; 

(h) the presence of moisture in excess of the natural moisture content; and 

(9 such other matters as may be prescribed by rules, 



the dispute will be referrrcl to the illrrrket ifdvi.sory Co/)lt)littcc /&I .  t r~~~icuble  seitlet)let~t or, if' I I ~ C ~ S S U ~ ~ ,  / i ~ r  
arbitration. 

I j . ( l )  After szich date as may be notrfied in the Officiul Gcr-ette by the Goverr71)lent in this behalf; every Murket 
Advisory Committee shall niuit~tuin a set of stundard lveights specrfied it1 the Stunclur~ls of Weight Act, 1939, 
and a set of standurd nzeaszrres as /nay be prescribed by rzrles, atzd shrrll enszire that szich sets of stat~durd 
weights and measures are available p e e  of charge to uny pztrchuser or seller for taking uriy tveighment or 
measzlrement it? a notified market. 

(2) After the date so notrfied, no person shall zue for ~.eighing or meuszirir~g in any notfied nlarket any weight 
or nzeaszire other than a standard weight or nleasure refirred in szib-sectior~ (I). 

17. Whoever contravenes a17y provision of this Act spec~fied in the first colwnn of the follo~ving table, shall be 
punished with fine or sinlple inlprisonnient, in defuzilt of fine, ~vhich 171ay extend IO the unzozint or period 
spec~fied it? the third colunin ofthe table. 

TABLE 

Provision of the Act. Brief description of the offence Maximurn fine or simple 
Section 15 (2) Using any weight or measure imprisonment Tk. 200 or, in 

other than a standard weight or default, simple imprison-ment 
measure for 2 months. 

Note : See also Section 7 of the Allopathic Systenz (Prevention of Misuse) Ordinance, 1962 (2. I ) ,  the Drug Control 
Ordinance, 1982 (2.3), the Diseases for Want of Iodin Prevention Act, 1989 (2.4), the Narcotics Control Act, 
1990 (2.5. I), the Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 1983 (16.4) and Chapter XI11 and XIV of the Penal Code 

(1 9). 
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