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ASSESSING THE ROLE OF BANGLADESH NAVY IN SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Abstract
Navies often contribute out of sight, so that the countrymen rarely understand the extent and value of sea power and even more rarely are willing to provide the support it deserves. Bangladesh Navy is tasked with prime responsibility of defending national sovereignty over the sea area and protecting country’s maritime interest, thus contributing to nation’s well-being significantly. Moreover, the traditional belief that navy exists only to oppose and destroy the enemy–is altered to a great extent. Therefore, in addition to traditional role, Bangladesh Navy assists economic and social development of Bangladesh. This study highlights the present contribution of Bangladesh Navy in nation’s development. It also suggests the various sectors where navy can effectively contribute in future in order to fulfill nation’s expectation.
Keyword: Exclusive Economic Zone, Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC), UNCLOS-III.
1.0 Introduction
From time immemorial the oceans have held the key to mankind’s destiny over the land. Bangladesh is a thriving maritime nation and a small littoral state of Indian Ocean. Over 90 percent of our trade is transported through sea route. The coastal and marine environment has become more and more necessary in fulfilling the country's social and economic development and strategic objectives (Hossain, M.S.; 2001). Nation’s survivability will be at stake in case of any obstruction of import specially fuel, spares and raw materials. UNCLOS III has provided Bangladesh 40,000 square miles Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), enriched with living and nonliving resources. At the current time, many nations are trying to make sure the sea's maximum utilization for sustainable improvement (Aksari, Bushra and Hossain.; 2019). Due to depletion of resources in the land, we have to depend on the sea for our livelihood and economic emancipation ever than before. The concept of Maritime Economy arises when the countries start to think about the prospect of utilizing their marine resources. It opens a replacement opportunity for coastal countries' economic development to use their resources from the national level to the international levels. In this backdrop, Bangladesh Navy (BN) is tasked with the divine responsibility of defending national sovereignty over the sea area and protecting our maritime interest, thus, contributing to nation’s well-being significantly (Bangladesh Navy, 2022, www.navy.mil.bd, accessed on 15 August 2022). 
In the post-world war II period, the definition of the world strategy have expanded in manifolds. Hence, social, economic and diplomatic relationship between the countries has bought diversity in tasks of armed forces to some extent. In addition to the traditional role of protecting the homeland from external threats, armed forces are also an effective tool to assist the economic, political and social development of a nation as well. Specially in the 3rd world country, effort from every corner is required for the overall development of the country. Despite being an economically challenged state and foreign aided economy, Bangladesh spends a significant amount of national budget behind her armed forces. To attain nation’s overall development, a balanced armed forces are essential to fulfill the country’s aspiration. BN is performing the sacred duty of defending her sea frontiers and independence of the nation. In addition, navy’s participation and contribution to the nation building activities has made the independence more meaningful (Bangladesh Navy, 2022, www.navy.mil.bd, accessed on 15 August 2022). 
Sea power is the ability to control the nation’s sea-lanes with sufficient strength to ensure its vital interests remain a key ingredient in the fate of nations, whether in ancient, medieval or modern times. Historical records amply demonstrate that nations seldom rise to major status and are never able to maintain a position of pre-eminence if they disregarded their naval and maritime potential. “Mastery of the sea has always been a dynamic power factor and nations neglect their navies do so at the peril of their present and future well-being”. This statement of US renowned war analyst Professor Moris alone serves as the cross-index of navy’s role in the maintenance of a nation’s status upon her economy, politics and diplomacy. Bangladesh Navy hoisted her sail during 1971 campaign with only two patrol crafts and a group of naval commandos. But now it has grown into a force of more than 80 ships.
Since inception through the Liberation War 1971, BN is striving to fulfill the expectation of the nation in the sea front. Maritime force can directly contribute to the economic success of a nation. Enormous economic potential that lies in the sea bed is of immense importance for ensuring economic well-being of the nation. A professional, Naval Force can contribute tremendously to social development if employed and BN is no exception to that. So, in this perspective it is necessary to study the scope of BN to contribute in social and economic development of Bangladesh. 
2.0 Problem Statement
Bangladesh is a thriving maritime nation and a fast-growing economy. For her social and economic development, exploration and exploitation of her vast sea area is one of the best choices she has. BN being the major stake holder in the maritime sector of Bangladesh has multiple scopes to contribute to the nation building activities apart from its prime task which is protecting the nation in the maritime front. This paper will highlight the scopes of contribution of BN in the nation’s well-being i.e in social and economic development of Bangladesh. It will analyze the present and probable future contribution of BN in this sector. It will also identify the challenges BN may face while contributing in the activities associated with national development. Finally, it will recommend the measures to fulfill the identified challenges.
3.0 Research Objective
The objective of this research is to explore the role of Bangladesh Navy in terms of social and economic development; and to find out some challenges of Bangladesh Navy in contributing social and economic development and policy suggestion. 
4.0 Research Methodology
The study is descriptive in nature and it’s a qualitative approach. The study will be conducted with consulting books, journals and articles from the documentary references and documents freely available on the internet.

5.0 Research Questions
The research questions are as follows: 
a. Primary Questions.	How can BN contribute in social and economic development of Bangladesh? 
b. Secondary Questions.
(1) 	What are the sectors that BN is contributing at present in social and economic development of Bangladesh? 
(2) 	What are the sectors that BN can contribute in future? 
(3) 	What are the challenges BN may face while participating in the National development? 
(4) 	How BN can overcome these challenges?

6.0 Limitations of the Study
It’s difficult to achieve absolute accuracy from research and the accountability goes to the researchers to find out the weakness and limitations of their own research. Researcher has to be honest about the research and the weaknesses must be acknowledged. This happens to the research’s validity and generalization of the results (Gray, 2014). The paper is prepared as a module of the course curriculum. Thereby, it has some obvious limitations. The research or survey conducted is very limited. A much-detailed work and study is essential, which could not be conducted due to constrain like time, opportunity, expense etc.
7.0 Review of the Literature
Following literatures will be consulted for this research work: 
a. Hossain M.S,; (September 2001); "Biological Aspects of the Coastal and Marine Environment of Bangladesh Ocean & Coastal Management” 44 (3-4):261-282. 
b. Aksari, Bushra and Hossain,; (2019) The Maritime Sector in the economic development of Bangladesh. 
c. Brochure on Bangladesh Navy, (Published by Naval Headquarters, Dhaka) 
d. Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)
8.0 Bangladesh Navy In Context of Social Development
8.1 Disaster Management. Bangladesh being one of the most disaster-prone countries of the world is experienced natural disaster quite often. BN effectively participates in disaster management during natural calamity at home and abroad. Due to mobility of its ships and craft, virtually BN is the first organization to reach and render assistance to the distressed personnel in coastal affected areas. It is experienced in the past, whenever there was any natural calamity or disaster; affected people from the coastal areas and islanders always look for naval forces for rescue and rehabilitation of own. Furthermore, naval crafts also have been used in inland areas for relief operation. Bangladesh Navy carried out various relief operation during the natural and manmade disasters at home and abroad are shown below:
Foreign Country

	Serial
	Years
	Name of
Ships
	Purpose

	1
	2005
	BNS TURAG
	For relief operation in Colombo - TSUNAMI

	2
	2005
	BNS SANGU
	For relief operation in Male - TSUNAMI

	3
	2014
	BNS SMJ
	Maldives- Provided tons of drinking water 

	4
	2020
	BNS SMJ
	Maldives- Relief Operation due to COVID 19 




Within Bangladesh 
	Serial
	Years
	Number of Ships
	Purpose

	1
	2007
	09
	For relief operation - SIDR

	2
	2009
	18
	For relief operation - AILA

	3
	2017
	06
	For relief operation – Cyclone MORA

	4
	2019
	15
	For relief operation – Cyclone BULBUL

	5
	2020
	11
	For relief operation – Cyclone AMPHAN


Table 1: State of Relief Operation by BN
Source: Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)
8.2       In Aid to Civil Power.      During the period of civil unrest, BN is always ready to extend her support to regain the civil law and orders, when called by civil authorities particularly during the national election. In the month of October 2002, BN was deployed in the coastal areas (island: Maheshkhali, Kutubdia, Sandwip and Hatia) for the recovery of illegal arms, explosives, and apprehend miscreants in the name of operation “CLEAN HEART”. BN did the splendid job in this operation by seizing huge number of illegal arms and good number of miscreants. The achievement in Operation CLEAN HEART is shown below:
	Serial
	Area of Operation
	Employed
Persons
	Remarks

	1.
	Maheshkhali
	88
	Total Recovered Arms: 537
Total Recovered Ammunition: 306 Total Recovered Cocktail Bomb: 29  Numerous Indigenous Deadly Weapons were seized.

	2.
	Kutubdia
	86
	

	3.
	Sandwip
	98
	

	4.
	Hatia
	98
	

	5.
	Total
	610
	


Table 2: Achievement in Operation CLEAN HEART
Source: Official Book of Directorate of Naval Operations, Naval Headquarters, Dhaka
8.3.   Human Resource Development.      BN develops skilled manpower on different trades, which includes all types of Seamen, Ship Handlers, Navigators, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Radio Electrical Engineering, Communicators, Surveyor, Sportsmen, Cook, and Steward. On retirement these skilled personnel are being propagated in the society and these people are proliferating others skilled people. 
The states total BN personnel (approximate) till January 2022 are appended below:


	Serial
	Ranks
	Number (Apprx)

	1.
	Officers
	3800

	2.
	Sailors
	23500

	3.
	Civilian
	1900


Table 3: State of BN Retired Personnel (Up to January 2022)
Source: Official Book of Naval Secretary and Drafting Authority, Naval Headquarters, Dhaka
8.4   Institutions for Civil Education.   Providing good educational facilities to the children is a costly affair in Bangladesh. BN is running number of schools and colleges in different districts where civil students can also apply for admission. Results of these institutions are notable. Thus, BN is contributing to the education sector of Bangladesh. The statistics to total students passed from BN schools and colleges are shown below:
	Serial
	Name of BN School
	Number of  Students Passed Out

	1.
	BN School, Dhaka
	6000

	2.
	BN School, Chittagong
	7800

	3.
	BN School, Khulna
	4500

	4.
	BN school, Kaptai
	2500


Table 4: Statistics of Students Passed Out from BN Schools and Colleges       (Up to 2020)
Source: Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)
8.5.   Development in Sports.     BN sports team is often wining in national swimming, volleyball and basketball championships. Since, games and sports are the routine activities of navy, therefore, a lot of new talents with significant potentials can flourish and be traced out. Eventually, being disciplined in attitude, the navy sports teams are continuously contributing in development in national games and sports arena. Bangladesh Navy and Swimming Federation organized first ever swimmer talent hunt on 19 May 2016 in 64 districts. Out of that talent hunt total 160 swimmers were primarily selected who all are undergoing training for final selection. Finally, 60 swimmers will be selected who will contribute in national and international level in near future. Significant contributions of BN team in sport sectors are mentioned below:
Swimming-International

	Serial
	Description
	Year
	Total Medals

	1.
	Calcutta SAF Games
	2010
	8

	2.
	Pakistan SAF Games
	2011
	7

	3
	Sri Lanka SAF Games
	2012
	3

	4
	Dhaka SAF Games
	2014
	6

	5.
	Dhaka SAF Swimming
	2016
	7

	6
	Pakistan SAF Swimming
	2017
	9

	7.
	Al Faisal Swimming Competition, Iran
	2018
	3



Sports-Inter Service
	Ser
	Events
	2018
	2018
	2020
	2021

	1.
	Swimming
	1st
	1st
	1st
	1st

	2.
	Basket Ball
	1st
	-
	2nd
	1st

	3.
	Water Polo
	1st
	1st
	1st
	1st


Note:
1. BN is champion in Inter Service Swimming Competition since 1984.
2. BN is also champion in National Swimming Competition since 1984.
Table 5: Contributions of BN in Sport Sectors
Source: Official Book of BN Sports Control Board

8.6   Low Cost House Construction.   As a humanitarian obligation Government of Bangladesh took step to buildup low-cost housing for coastal areas. Government has assigned this benign task directly to BN for reduction of bureaucracy, to mitigate the difficulties faced by other organizations to construct houses in coastal areas, to minimize the system losses and to integrate military services in nation building activities. The success of constructing low-cost houses by BN is an example of speedy execution of national project.

	Serial
	Year
	No of Houses

	1.
	2010-2011
	196

	2.
	2011-2012
	161

	3.
	2012-2013
	207

	4.
	2013-2014
	243

	5.
	2014-2015
	52

	6.
	2016-2017
	250

	7.
	2018-2019
	195

	8.
	2020-2021
	306



Table 6: State of Low-Cost House Constructed by BN
Source: Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)

8.7   BN Ashar Alo School & Rehabilitation Centre.   BN Ashar   Alo School & Rehabilitation Center is an institute dedicated for the wellbeing of children with special needs runs with the motto “Rights for Special Education”. Its primary objective is to educate and train children and youth with special education, physical treatment, vocational training for self-establishment and nursing for their well groom up as a normal independent person in the society. Children both from defense and civil society receive and participate in the activities of Asar Alo. This school is located in Navy Colony-2, New Mooring, Chittagong with a modern structural design surrounded by Navy area and lush green view. Presently the institute is facilitating their training to approximately 500 students with 50 teachers.

9.0    Bangladesh Navy In Context of Economic Development
9.1   Protection of Seaports.   Bangladesh has three seaports at Chittagong, Mongla and Patuakhali which are directly contributing to our national economy. Chittagong and Mongla ports handle the country’s 90 percent exports and imports. In 2014-2015 only Chittagong port handled 48.94 million tons of cargo. In the same time around 2566 vessels entered this port.   Country’s other major inland river ports are closely interlinked with these three seaports. The close down or any interment of these seaports will bring catastrophic impact on the sustainability of the country during any conflict or in any emergency. 

9.2   Protection of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC).   Alfred Thayer Mahan expounded that protection of shipping was the only legitimate reason for having a navy of a country. In peacetime, navies helped to establish orderly conditions in which trade could prosper, and in war they guarded merchant shipping from hostile attack. In Bangladesh perspective, the sea exports and import of various goods and commodities are our economic lifeline. Bangladesh is having concave coastal configuration, which is closely flanked by the coast of India and Myanmar. Thus, SLOCs of Bangladesh are in high risk of disruption during crisis. Considering this geopolitical situation, protection of SLOCs is one of the primary tasks of BN both in peace and war. Following are the major trade routes of Bangladesh with outside world:

a. Bangladesh – UK International Trade Route.
b. Bangladesh – Far East Trade Route.
c. Bangladesh – West Asia and Gulf Trade Route.
d. Bangladesh– Singapore Feeder Service

9.3  Protection of Off Shore Interests. Now a days- protection   of offshore resources becomes very vital in Bangladesh. Out of 23 gas blocks, 11 are at the sea. Exploration from gas fields Sangu-1 and Sangu-2 and its commercial production is in progress. There is also positive indication of presence of oil and more gas in our sea area. BN is solely entrusted to protect these offshore installations and resources. As well as, at least five BN ships are in patrol round the clock in our EEZ to ensure the protection of our economic interest.

9.4.  Fishery Protection.   The Bay of Bengal is considered as one of the potential fishing areas in south and south-east Asia. BN ships are carrying out patrol in our EEZ against illegal fishing during their deployment. The objectives of this particular operation are to ensure safe fishing of local fishermen in the fishing zones, to deny illegal fishing by foreign trawlers and to enforce marine fisheries law at sea. It is worth mentioning that recently BN is also conducting to protect small Hilsha in the name of “Operation JATKHA” in the adjacent rivers of districts Barisal, Chandpur, Bhola and Patuakhali. The quantum achievement of BN in Operation JATKHA and latest report of Marine Fishery Department on the approximate stock of fish deposits at Bay of Bengal are appended (2012-2020) below:

	Year
	Number of
Employed Ships
	Number of
Apprehended Boats
	Value (Taka)

	2012
	6
	2
	27,00,000.00

	2013
	7
	4
	7,50,000.00

	2014
	7
	22
	37,14,30,000.00

	2015
	8
	43
	35,33,55,165.00

	2016
	9
	52
	38,80,69,165.00

	2018
	7
	44
	36,30,57,168.00

	2019
	8
	73
	39,33,45,765.00

	2020
	11
	65
	43,57,55,780.00

	Total
		63
	305
	895,235,516.00



Table 7: Achievement in Operation JTKHA (Immature Fish) by BN
Source: Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)
9.5  Anti-Smuggling and Anti-Piracy Operations.    Smuggling is one of the main barriers to industrial development of Bangladesh. BN is conducting these operations as a part of constabulary duties in both inner and outer patrol sectors in east and west coastal region of the country. Various authorities for BN in anti-smuggling operations are attached as Annex A.  The tangible contribution of BN in anti-smuggling drive is given below (2014-2020):

	Year
	Number of Trawlers/Boats
Apprehended
	Number of Apprehended
Smugglers
	Value of Apprehended Goods (Tk)

	2014
	11
	36
	19836075.00

	2015
	26
	168
	110497500.00

	2016
	1647
	3525
	3283825861.00

	2017
	41
	25
	724161129.00

	2018
	53
	15
	1319495485.00

	2019
	95
	68
	396784005.00

	2020
	105
	70
	558495490.00



Table 8: Success of BN in Anti-Smuggling Drive
Source: Bangladesh Navy Official website (www.navy.mil.bd)

9.6   Shipbuilding.     Indigenous ship building capability of a country provides certain extra benefits i.e saving of foreign currency, creates job opportunities, proliferates technology and many more. In this backdrop Bangladesh established Khulna Shipyard (KSY) in 1957 with German assistance. At present KSY is producing Naval Ships ,Tankers and Patrol Boats . Presently Narayangonj Shipyard and Chittagong Dry Dock Limited (CDDL) are handed over to BN. Govt is planning to build indigenous Frigates in CDDL. Eventually under the supervision of BN, these shipyards and dry dock will contribute to our national economy substantially.
9.7   Peace Keeping Operation.   BN is actively taking part as a part of multinational force, along with her sister services in United Nations Peacekeeping Operations since 1993. Till October 2017, BN has participated in UN peace-keeping mission in 18 countries of the world. The first ever Multinational Maritime Task Force under United Nation Interim Force in Lebanon was formed image description in 2010 to enforce UNSCR 1701 and 1884. Bangladesh Navy Ship OSMAN and MADHUMATI joined the UNIFIL, MTF on May 2010 along with Brazil, Germany, Turkey, Greece and Indonesia. After successful completion of four years tour of duty both the ships were replaced by two new platforms in the month of June 2014, with multiplied and diverse capability. A detail description of BN participation in UN peace-keeping mission is give Annex B.

Figure 1: BN in UN Peace-Keeping Operations
Source: Official Book of Directorate of Naval Operations, Naval Headquarters, Dhaka
10.0 Scopes for Future Contribution in Social Development
10.1  Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR). 	Bangladesh is entrusted for an interim Maritime Search and Rescue Region (MSRR) by International Maritime Organization (IMO), which is a national pride for us. As per IMO specification and requirement among all the maritime organizations, BN is having only prospect to be a SAR coordinator in Bangladesh with various resources like modern ships, Communication facility, trained personnel etc. The available facilities held in BN for Maritime SAR are follows:

a. Adequate vessels for SAR.
b. Provision of required communication facilities (fax link, telex link, digital selective calling system, satellite communication, etc).
c. Command and Control facilities.
d. BN Communication Center (COMCEN) and Operations Room are capable to function as Maritime Rescue Sub Center (MRSC).
e. Trained and experienced personnel.
f. Training facilities.
g. BN regularly carry out SAR exercise.

10.2   Hydrographic Survey.  	Man’s activities at sea are innumerable and multifarious, which include shipping, fishing, coastal management, offshore installation rigging, geological exploration, extraction of minerals, exploitation marine resources, surveillance on pollution and defense etc. For under taking all these tasks, correct information on marine environment is indispensable. In this backdrop, BN Hydrographic Department is expanding at the accelerated rate. In the decade of 80, BN was having almost nil facilities to conduct any survey work. But, after the ratification of UNCLOS III in 2001, BN is entrusted with survey work of our huge offshore area, which was completed by July 7, 2004. In recent past by the two verdicts Bangladesh has got confirmation of her maritime boundary. At present BN has three deep-water survey ships, two shallow water survey ships, two survey boats for shallow water survey, Hydrographic and Oceanographic Center for data processing, production of chart & publication and modern survey equipment to conduct digital survey compatible with International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) specification (SP-44). Present activates and future prospects of BN Hydrographic Department will support various marine organizations and agencies on following:

a. Safe navigation in the Bay of Bengal.
b. Monitoring and improvement of the channels and estuaries.
c. Establishment and monitoring of dumping grounds for industrial wastes.
d. Extraction of mineral deposits.
e. Aqua cultural activities.
f. Exploration and exploitation of marine resources.
g. Enhancement of national spatial data infrastructure.
h. Data for Marine Scientific Research.

10.3   Marine Scientific Research.    Procurement of BNS ANUSHANDHAN, an equipped Hydro Oceanographic Ship will facilitate BN to conduct marine scientific research and advance oceanographic data collection. The ship and system will able to provide physical, chemical and biological oceanography information, multidiscipline environmental investigations, ocean engineering and marine acoustics, marine geology and geophysics, bathymetric, gravimetric, and magneto-metric survey. These activities will further facilitate following:

a. Determine the living and non-living properties of Bay of Bengal.
b. Determine the ocean floor water properties.
c. Determine the foot of continental shelf and sedimentary rock to delineate the extension of continental shelf.
d. Provide meteorological information.
e. Develop interaction between maritime agencies for sharing resources.
f. Preparation of own hydrographic charts.


10.4   Forestation and Prevent Deforestation.    It is generally recognized that a minimum of 25 to 33 percent of the land in any country should be covered by forest, in order to maintain a balanced eco-system. But, forests in Bangladesh are only 12.8 percent of the total land area. Forests in Bangladesh are being depleted by commercial logging, shifting cultivation, fuel wood extraction, shrimp culture, expansion of agricultural land and infrastructure development. The main cause of depletion of forest in coastal area is illegal collection of timbers. In this backdrop, BN can be employed for protection of forest resources, specially in coastal areas including Sundarbans. Because, Forest Department is capable to guard only 20 percent of total forest and 5 percent of coastal forest. Moreover, in a particular time of the year BN personnel may be employed for plantation in coastal area like tree plantation in inland areas. Eventually, this will contribute to our environment and ecosystem of the country. 

10.5. Prevention of Marine Pollution.   It is estimated that yearly 1600-2000 ships visit Chittagong port, 7000 inland bound ships, 73 fishing trawlers and more than 20000 fishing boats are roaming in our coastal and sea area. These vessels are basically main sources of marine pollution particularly oil spillage. Oil films on the surface of water restrict the movement of oxygen through the air water interface and contribute to deoxygenating in the underlying water columns, causing death of fishes, mangrove forest, shrimp and many more. However, major causes/sources of our marine pollution are listed below:

a. Operations of vessels.
b. Bilge and waste of vessels.
c. Marine accident.
d. Ship break yard.
e. Municipal waste.
f. Activities of offshore oilrigs.
g. Underwater pipeline.
h. Non-availability of waste management system.

i. Non- compliance of MARPOL 73/78 (The international convention for prevention of pollution from the ships).

10.6. Developing Socio-Cultural Cohesion. Bangladesh Navy Family Welfare Association (BNFWA) and Bangladesh Navy Ladies Club are basically engaged in nursing welfare and cultural activities along with its community. These two organizations are having excellent prospects and plan to work in the following socio cultural and humanitarian grounds in wide spectrum:

a. Provide general welfare to service and retired naval personnel.
b. Provide assistance to the maternity hospital and children.
c. Conduct practical courses in sewing and handicrafts.
d. Run ‘BN Ashar Alo School & Rehabilitation Center’.
e. Provide assistance in time of natural calamities.
f. Take part in national festivals based on traditional culture.

10.7.    Assist NGOs in Coastal Urbanization.    At present there are 25000 local and foreign NGOs are working in Bangladesh. Due to poor infrastructure, our coastal area is highly deprived from national development. In future BN can also provide area security and may facilitate NGO’s movement & activities to coastal area for infrastructure development and coastal urbanization.

10.8    Assistance in Inland Water Accident.    Inland waterways accidents are very common in Bangladesh (Statistics has shown). Lack of adequate safety norms has made river traveling hazardous. The number of registered passengers launches and inland vessels are about 7,500. Out of those, about 2,000 are passenger launches. The situation becomes catastrophic after any accident, due to lack of prompt Search and Rescue Operations, therefore, tarnishing the image of the country. Since, BN is possessing adequate facilities to conduct these types of operations, therefore she can be employed to render assistance in greater scale. BN already earned good fame for conducting such type of operations in the past. A detail list of support in waterways accident and assistance in home and abroad is at Annex C.
11.0 Scopes for Future Contribution in Economic Development
11.1  Promoting Coastal Tourism.  	Bangladesh is endowed with enacting scenic beauty: rich flora and fauna, numerous rivers, long beaches, and historical relies. Enviable coastal tourist spots such as Kuakata, Kutubdia, Moheskhali, Sandwip and St Martin’s Island could be developed as excellent tourist resorts with access to unspoiled sea beaches and unpolluted water. The greatest problem of tourism development is the pessimistic image of the country in abroad due to undeveloped infrastructure and fragile law and order situation. The land area of the coastal zone is 42,154 square kilometers, covering all 16 sea and estuary-facing administrative districts, having excellent prospects of flourishing tourism:

a. Barguna, Barisal, Bhola.
b. Chittagong, Cox's Bazar.
c. Chandpur, Feni, Jhalakhati.
d. Khulna, Bagerhat, Lakshipur, Noakhali.
e. Pirojpur, Patuakhali, Satkhira, Shariatpur

11.2. Poverty Alleviation Programme and Sustainable Development. Poverty Reduction and Sustainable development remains today the greatest challenge to Bangladesh. Due to nature of service, area of operation and availability of platform, it will be feasible for BN to be employed in poverty alleviation programme in coastal areas, where poverty is significant.

a. Direct Participation. The activities in direct participation of BN may include: non-formal education, mass literacy drive, population control, infrastructure development, flood control, housing and sanitation, small farming, healthcare, environmental up gradation, skill training, and employment generation (agriculture, livestock, fisheries, tailoring, electric fitting works, electric repair, and welding & cutting).

b. Indirect Participation. The role of BN in indirect participation in poverty alleviation would be as catalytic, stabilizing or monitoring agent to ensure transparency and accountability of anti-poverty tasks.
12.0 Involvement of BN in Nation’s Wellbeing- Reasons Behind
12.1   Presently Bangladesh Government has taken effective steps to strengthen   BN capabilities to face new challenges in the maritime sectors. The mass people of a country enrich the govt revenue and from there all the expenditures are mitigated. So, the people are contributing directly or indirectly in the national development. It is also important for govt elements to make these contributions visible to the mass people. Developing Socio-Cultural Cohesion through social development activities BN can address this issue significantly. Thus, BN can gain position of respect and trust from the mass people.

12.2     After the historical maritime verdicts of Bangladesh with neighboring countries, the government as well as the private sector is taking keen interest to invest on different maritime organizations. We are seeing the booming growth in ship repair and ship building sector, increasing interest in fishing, cargo line operation, and maritime educational institutions. These growing developments in maritime sector can be utilized in multiple occasions to perform BN operations more effectively without acquiring or developing new material assets. The only need here is to know the role and capacity of other organizations and maintain a good operational relation so that navy can utilize those assets and support in her peace time operations. The outcome of such integration will also help BN in war time operations too.


12.3   It is to be remembered that, BN can contribute in nation’s wellbeing after  fulfilling her main duty i.e maritime security. BN have to cater for detrimental impacts that BN might face while she will go for social and economic contribution.
13.0  Detrimental Impact on BN
13.1   Apart from military role, while deploying BN in benign and constabulary tasks for socio economic development of the country, may encounter with few negative effects. Anticipated effects are mentioned below:
a. While deployment, due to constant touch with civilian may allure naval personnel on their life style. Eventually, it may affect military code of conduct, hardship in training and daily routine.
b. Due to close proximity of financial and monitory activities may lure them to be corrupted.
c. Due to away from military routine may affect their normal training and  physical ability.
d. Due to chance of mixing with mass people may insist them to be involved in local politics.
14.0  Measures to Overcome
Due to greater prospects we have to bear little negative impacts. However,        following careful considerations may be given to eliminate those drawbacks: 
a. BN should have comprehensive training programme round the year, which  is their primary role in peacetime.
b. Personnel should be deployed in national assignment on roaster basis.

c. While deployed in activities, personnel should be closely monitored by service intelligence to find out their entanglement in politics and corruption.
d. Finally, at decision making level a board to be formed to plan, evaluate and investigate prior to each deployment. In this relevance, BN Research and Development Cell (R&D Cell) may contribute considerably.


 15.0  Conclusion

Since the dawn of time, mankind has been drawn to the sea in pursuit of trade and livelihood. From those days on, nations with their navies have been fighting for the control of the sea to protect their sea borne commerce and trade. UNCLOS III has endowed us 40,000 square miles EEZ which full of living and non-living resources. Therefore, protection of our sea borne trade, living and non-living resources in our EEZ are both equally crucial and important task for national security and well-being of Bangladesh. BN is entrusted with the prime responsibility of defending national sovereignty over the sea area, protecting our maritime interest and there comes the scopes of BN for contributing to nation’s well-being.

Apart from military role, BN participation in constabulary duties is commendable. BN ships are carrying out patrol in our EEZ round the clock against illegal fishing.  BN is performing commendable job to curb the smuggling through sea route in the country. It is anticipated that extensive interaction and cooperation between BN and other maritime organizations will enhance BN support to the nation manifold. To uphold the country’s fame in the international arena, BN has participated United Nations (UN) peace-keeping mission in 18 countries. Naval diplomacy over the years becomes an instrument of the foreign policy of a nation. On retirement from BN, skilled personnel are being propagated in the society and these people are proliferating others skilled people, thus, BN contribution in Human Resource Development (HRD) is appreciable. Being a third world country, it is rightly applicable for Bangladesh. The most challenging task for BN is to be responsive to meet future challenges ahead for socio economic development of Bangladesh. In these circumstances in future BN can be integrated in maritime search and rescue operations, integrated coastal zone management, hydrographic survey, marine scientific research for harnessing hydro carbon, indigenous ship building, promoting tourism, prevent maritime pollution, enhance socio cultural cohesion, even in poverty alleviation programme. 

The side effects of future employment are to be eliminated by sensible planning, constant monitoring, adequate training, judicious deployment and rational development of BN. To meet the national challenges, the future development of BN should be rapid, balanced and adaptable on the basis of national requirement and policy. We are determined that Bangladesh Navy will further grow up to live with its motto “In Peace and War Invincible at Sea.”

16.0 Recommendations

After considering all the aspects about contribution of BN in social and economic development of Bangladesh following recommendations are given:
a.  	BN should contribute effectively in social and economic development of Bangladesh in future. 

1. Prior deployment to any extra employment for socio economic development, a committee may be formed to make plan, evaluate and investigate each assignment and will suggest suitable employment plan.

c.  	BN needs to be adequately equipped prior deployment for socio economic                     development.

 d.  	Service intelligence should closely monitor the activities of BN personnel            to find out their entanglement in politics and corruption.
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