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ABSTRACT: Education is the backbone of a nation. Quality education contains some moral characters such as truthfulness, benevolence, generosity, patriotism, honesty, kindness, patience, humanity, efficiency, competence responsibility etc. Scouting as an extracurricular activity (ECA) can ensure all these qualities. Our education system is modern. Our infra-structure of education is very excellent. But the morality and the social values are deteriorating day by day. We need to improve the situation. Through a short-survey, it can be found out the present status of the students who are involved in scouting. The survey was conducted based on primary data. Total number of participants were 190 (students-131, teachers- 40 and guardians- 19). The research method was mixed approach both qualitative and quantitative, Scout students play an important role in social activities. They perform all their duties with honesty, sincerity and devotion which is a part of quality education. In SDG, Quality education is the goal- 4. In the history of the world, it is seen that all developed nations are mostly based on Quality education. So 100% implementation of SDG requires a well-educated population.
Keywords: Scouting, ECA, Quality education, SDG. 

Introduction:
1.1 Background: Bangladesh is a lower-middle income country. About 165 million people live in this country. In 2021, the Golden- Jubilee of our Independence has been celebrated. To make our country developed, Honourable Prime Minister has fixed up some targets. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) should be implemented by 2030. The Vision-2041 is a Dream to make our country “Sonar Bangla” ie, a Prosperous country. There are seventeen goals in SDG. Those are as follows: 1. No poverty, 2. Zero hunger, 3. Good health & well-being, 4. Quality education, 5. Gender equality, 6. Clean water and sanitation, 7. Affordable and clean energy, 8. Decent work and economic growth, 9. Industry, Innovation and infrastructure,10. Reduced inequalities, 11.Sustainable cities and communities, 12.Responsible consumption and production, 13. Climate change, 14. Life below water, 15. Life on land, 16. Peace, justice and strong institutions, 17. Partnerships for the goals. Quality education is one of the most important goal among the seventeen goals. Only quality education can ensure the other goals. Our present education system is modern. But the morality and the social values are deteriorating day by day. Scouting can ensure the Quality education. All good qualities are practised by a Scout student. It appears that Scouting, Quality education and SDG are very much complementary.
Scouting is an educational progressive and non-political movement for the youth community and led by senior leaders. It is worldwide open to all irrespective of race, creed, and caste. Scouting is to develop the youth community to become personally honest, good, competent and responsible citizens at the local, national and international level through physical, mental, social, intellectual and spiritual education.
The worldwide Scout Movement is founded on the following 3 principles (through the successful implementation of the Pledge and Laws):
 (1) Duty to God (Spiritual Aspect)
(2) Responsibility towards self (personal aspect)
(3) Responsibility towards others (social aspect).
The 3 principles of scouting are called in English:-

Duty to God, Duty to Self and Duty to Others.
The Scouting method is a continuous self-learning process, the elements of which are:
(1) Pledge and practice of law and its reflection 
(2) Learning by doing 
(3) Working as a member of small groups (e.g. Shastak/ Upadal system) 
(4) Various progressive and stimulating activities (Badge system) (5) Elderly Leader support (6) Nature observation (7) Symbolic structure.

The Scout Programme aims to:
1. Work to learn 		2. Learning to earn
3. Earning to survive	4. Living for service



The objectives of the Scout Program are to:
1. Development of sense of citizenship 	2. Development of intelligence
3. Physical development 			4. Spiritual development
5. Development of creative energy 		6. Developing leadership skills
7. Social development			8. Self reliance.	

Quality education: Quality education means the school and collegiate education, which aims at mental, moral and physical development of the youngmen (boys) and women (girls). We teach systematically, sincerely and scientifically. We hardly find the positive results of teaching or training of mind and character. Quality education makes a person well-confident, patriot, dedicated, cordial, humble, honest and sincere. All the positive qualities lie in a quality educated person. A quality educated person is an asset of his country as well as the world. A quality educated person is always self-dependent. He will never be a burden to others.
Sustainable development: Any development which sustains a long period of time is called sustainable development. In SDG, there are 17 goals. Quality education is the goal 4. The researcher thinks that all the 16 goals are very much dependent on goal- 4. Goal- 4 is the main pillar of the SDG. Without quality education, it would be tough to uphold the total development. There goes a relation among scouting, Quality education and SDG.

1.2 Research Problem: Lord Baden Powell introduced scouting among the young students in 1907. It was implemented in school and collegiate education. Scouting is an extracurricular activity (ECA). The students who are involved in scouting, they follow some rules and regulations in their daily life. They become dedicated to the society as well as the country. They lead a discipline life. They show respect to their superiors. They pass their time with good practices. They try to maintain the good habits like sincerity, honesty, truthfulness etc. The students out of scouting do not practice these types of habits. Though scouting is an extracurricular activity, most of the educational institutions do not insist the students to perform Scouting. To ensure quality education, scouting can be imposed in all the educational institutions. Now-a-days ethical values are going down in learning.

1.3 Research Aim: At present, what is the real scenario of scouting; it can be known through survey. So one short- survey can be arranged. Institutions can be chosen randomly so that proper information can be obtained.

1.4 Research Objectives: 
a) To explore the present status of the students who are involved in scouting.
b) To know the performance of the students related to moral ethics.

1.5 Research Questions: To conduct the survey it would be prepared to find relation between scouting & Quality education a structured questionnaire.  The information regarding scouting of the students, guardians and teachers was collected.
Research Rationale: As Bangladesh is advancing to be a developed country, so the people of this country should be quality educated. They need to be ideal citizens of the country. They should be more knowledgeable and hard working. Scouting can make proper personality for the country. This is why a research can be conducted on scouting activities to know the real picture of the country.
2.0 Literature Review: Education is closely related to pedagogy, which means the science of education. Pedagogy itself is an absorption word from the Greek pedagogues. In Latin it is called pedagogus, which means someone who is in charge of taking children to school and keeping children from behaving according to rules and discipline. Education is a process of transferring human values in the context of the formation of a moral human being. In accordance with social science, education is a process of forming members in society who have a social spirit, can be useful for other people, the nation and the state (soegeng- 2016).
Scouting is included as extracurricular activities or leisure activities. Scouting is a youth movement based on the learning of values such as solidarity, mutual help and respect.  The  purpose of the scout movement is to contribute in the physical, mental and spiritual development of children and adolescents, with activities taking place in nature. Its mission is to “contribute to the education and development of people, mainly during childhood, adolescence and youth, through a system of values based on law. The Scout promise to help building a better world. [int. J. Res. Public Health 2020. 17, 5215]
The scout movement was started by Lord Baden Powell of Gillwell in 1907. Scouting is not only a training but a supplement to education. It itself is an education, since it was the similar forms and process of education such as aim, objectives, curriculum, teaching-learning methods and so on.
The four original ideas of Lord Baden Powell are: 
a) Strengthening the character and personality.
b) Strengthening of capacity and resistance.
c) Development of manual skills and sense of security in one’s ability.
d) Development of religious feeling and reverence to God.
These ideas insist on the mental, oral, physical, social and spiritual growth of the scouts. Lord  B.P. wanted to develop in the scouts the power of observation and also self, examination (vigil) at the Rover Level. (A. Rajamanikam, 2016]
3.  Methodology: The study was conducted based on primary data gathered from Lalmonirhat District. The area was chosen randomly. Survey groups were divided into three parts. Part- 1 was for the scout students whose age limit was 15 to 20 years. Part- 2 was for the scout teachers and part- 3 was for the guardians. Three upzailas were selected for the survey. The upazilas are Lalmonirhat Sadar, Aditmari and Kaliganj. Eight schools and colleges were chosen for collecting data. Those institutions are as follows:
(i) Collectorate Collegiate School, Lalmonirhat
(ii) Border Gurard Public School & College, Lalmonirhat
(iii) Lalmonirhat Govt. College, Lalmonirhat
(iv) Saptibari Degree College, Aditmari, Lalmonirhat
(v) Govt. Aditmari G.S Model School & College, Aditmari, Lalmonirhat.
(vi) Admari K.B Girls School & College, Admari, Lalmonirhat
(vii) Kaliganj K.U.P High School & College, Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat.
(viii) Uttar Bangla Degree College, Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat.
Three types of questionnaire (open and close ended) were formed. Questionnaires were distributed to the participants. They filled up their portions very nicely. The questionnaire was self- explanatory  so that every participant understood every term very easily. Total number of participants were 190 (students- 131, teachers- 40 and guardian – 19). The collected data was analyzed by SPSS software. In this research, a mixed approach (both qualitative and quantitative) has also been followed.
4. Findings of the study:
The purpose of the data collection of this study was to analyze. The effectiveness of scouting as Extra-curricular activities (ECA) which makes a student ideal citizen. At the same time a student can develop himself with all kinds of good qualities, through practices. The collected data is presented and analyzed in the following section of the study.
Table-1 (For Students)
	Name of the Institutions
	Qualities deserved 

	
	Guardian satisfied
	Social Awareness 
	Social Activities
	Environmental Activities
	Reliable

	Collectorate  Collegiate School Lalmonirhat sadar
	07
	07
	07
	07
	07

	Border Guard Public School & College, Lalmonirhat
	11
	11
	11
	11
	11

	Lalmonirhat Govt. College
	14
	14
	14
	14
	14

	Saptibari Degree College Aditmari, Lalmonirhat
	19
	19
	19
	19
	19

	Govt. Aditmari G.S Model school & College Aditmari, Lalmonirhat
	28
	28
	28
	28
	28

	Aditmari K.B Girls school & college
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Kaliganj K.U.P High school Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat
	11
	11
	11
	11
	11

	Uttar Bangla college, Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat
	21
	21
	21
	21
	21
	

	Total
	131
	131
	131
	131
	131



Illustration-1:  The survey was conducted with eight institutions. The total no. of student was 131. The eight institutions are located in three upazilas (Lalmonirhat Sadar, Aditmari & Kaliganj) of Lalmonirhat District. The questionnaire was made very structured with the relevancy of scouting for the students of age group 16-20 years. Total 131 students took part in the survey. The main focusing points are guardian satisfaction, social awareness, social activities, environmental activities and reliability. All the students are involved with the writher activities. Their parents are very much satisfied with what they do for the family, for the society and for the country. They make the other students aware about the good things which are needed for the society. They insist the inhabitants of their locality to do the right things for themselves and for the others. They know the effect of environment.
So they formed a movement to protect the environment. They work to prevent everyone from doing things that harm the environment. They perform all their duties with honesty and devotion. For this they are considered reliable by all. Also Scout students are very focused in their studies. They assimilate their class textbooks very carefully. As a result they all do well in exams. Their parents are satisfied with the results they have achieved. They are themselves academic
Apart from academic reading, various types of books, newspapers and magazines are read. They help their family in many ways. They serve their parents, grandfather, grandmother and siblings as needed.

Scout students play an important role in social activities. They participate in the smooth running of any school function. They keep themselves busy in various service activities of the society. They always reflect in their thoughts what is good for the nation and the society.



Table-2 (For teachers)
	Name of the Institutions
	Qualities deserved

	
	Disciplined
	Volunteer
	Reliable
	Attentive in learning
	Good conduct
	Established in work-life%

	Border Guard Public School & College, Lalmonirhat (6)
	06
	06
	06
	06
	06
	82%

	Saptibari Degree College Aditmari, Lalmonirhat (4)
	04
	04
	04
	04
	04
	77%

	Govt. Aditmari G.S Model school & College Aditmari, Lalmonirhat (13)
	13
	13
	13
	13
	13
	72%

	Aditmari K.B Girls School & College (07)
	07
	07
	07
	07
	07
	63%

	Kaliganj K.U.P High School Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat (06)
	06
	06
	06
	06
	06
	63

	Uttar Bangla College, Kaliganj, Lalmonirhat (04)
	04
	04
	04
	04
	04
	77%

	
	40
	40
	40
	40
	40
	75%





Illustration-2: Feedback from Scout teachers is accepted for good/bad information on Scout students' activities. 40 teachers from 06 educational institutions participated in this programme. A Questionnaire is formulated for Scout teachers. Opinions are sought on 06 main issues here. Those are as follows: (i) Discipline (ii) Voluntary (iii) Study oriented (iv) Reliable (v) Good conduct (vi) Success rate in career.
Scout students are 100 percent disciplined in their evaluations by teachers. Scout students volunteer in all social activities of the institution. Teachers and students get benefit from their services. Teachers have 100% confidence in Scout students. Because Scout students are much more reliable in carrying out their duties. The teachers are very happy with the education of the Scout students.

Scout students regularly prepare their lessons. They also perform well in exams. Scout students are very well behaved. Teachers are satisfied with their behaviour. Scout students are about 75% established in their careers. After all, teachers are benefitted greatly from the overall performance of Scout students.

Table-3
Illustration-3: Parents of Scout students are asked for information about their child. 19 parents participated in this survey. Separate Questionnaire is formulated for parents. Information on eight topics is included in the questionnaire. Those are as follows:  (i) Satisfaction (ii) Self- reliant (iii) Worried about their kids (iv) Reliable (v) Happiness (vi) Generosity (vii) Attentive in learning (viii) Aware with their duties.
Parents are satisfied with their Scout child's activities. Because scout children are loyal to their parents. They can realise the financial and emotional status of their parents. They do not commit any wrongdoing to their parents. Parents do not have to do anything as Scout students are self-reliant. So parents are not worried about scout students.
Scout students can be relied upon for anything. Scout students are generally generous. As they are focused on studies, there is nothing to worry about them. They are very sincere in their duties. Society benefits by them being aware of social activities.
5.  Discussion: In our country, social activities are progressing to realize the 17 goals of SDG. From village to upazila, district, division and national level, extensive activities are going on to take each goal to a certain level. A lot of money is spent on implementing each goal. Every component from the environment is being meticulously monitored to make our world habitable. Quality education is one of the 17 goals. Implementation of other 16 goals is largely dependent on quality education.

Quality education:   Quality education acts as one of the determinants for the development of the people of a country. Developed countries are one of its examples. United Kingdom, United States, Germany, China, Japan, Australia, France, Italy have used Quality education to become developed countries. Those countries are still unique examples of education. Quality education makes a person an ideal person.


A well-educated person is not only concerned with himself. He works with society, country and world in various ways for his education. He is a reliable person in the implementation of the 17 goals of SDG. Hence, we need to focus on ensuring the quality of education in order to implement the SDGs. The quality of education will depend on the student's achievement of certain qualities.


The virtues are - truthfulness, benevolence, generosity, patriotism, honesty, kindness, patience, humanity, efficiency, competence, responsibility etc. Scouting plays an important role as an educational programme in achieving these qualities.


This is reflected in the data collected from students, teachers and parents in our survey. Circulars have been issued to accept Scouting as a co-educational programme in our country. But the activities of Scouting in educational institutions are not at the desired level. Very few students are involved in this activity. As Scouting activities are playing an important role in making enlightened students. Therefore, vigorous initiatives can be taken to introduce 100% scouting activities in educational institutions.
6.  Conclusion: Reviewing the data collected for “Scouting, Quality education and SDG Implementation” determined by the researcher, it is seen that the Scouting programme gives permanent form to the quality of education. Education develops different natures of people. Education guides people from darkness to light. That is why it is called "education is light". Education keeps people from all kinds of superstitions, bigotry and all kinds of evil deeds. Analyzing the data obtained, Scout students acquire various qualities that help them become ideal citizens. So Scouting and quality education complement each other.
The implementation of scouting activities requires the sincerity of teachers. Already many educational institutions are partially operational. But as the head of the institution is not sincere, the students are staying far away from Scouting. Scouting Fee is collected as usual but not spent for scouting purpose. The government does not have to spend any extra money to implement the Scouting programme 100%. The sincerity, monitoring and supervision of education department officials, teachers and public representatives are very important for the implementation of this initiative.

7.  Recommendation: Eligible citizens as eligible heirs and developable holders are required. A worthy son strives for further excellence by properly tending all the achievements of his father. Therefore 100% implementation of SDGs requires a well-educated population. At the same time, the need of Scouting for good learners is immense. In order to capture the proper implementation and achievement of SDGs, Scouting activities can be made mandatory in educational institutions for overall excellence of students.

8.  Implementation Action-Log
	Actions
	Responsibility
	Timeframe
	KPI

	i.  To conduct meeting with all the authorities of Education Ministries, Divisions and Directorates
	Secretary, Education Ministry
	One month
	Scouting & quality education 

	ii. To issue a circular to perform Scouting as extra curricular activity (ECA)
	Secretary, Education Ministry
	Two months
	Scouting & quality education

	iii. To motivate all education officials to monitor very keenly the educational institutions.
	Head of the Department of the Divisions and Directorates
	Four months
	Scouting & quality education

	iv. To motivate all the teachers and staffs associated with education.
	Head of the Institutions
	Six months
	Scouting & quality education

	v. To arrange Scout training for the teachers and Scout leaders
	District & Upazila administrations
	Six months
	Scouting & quality education
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