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Rector
(Senior Secretary to the Government)
Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre

Savar, Dhaka

Itis a matter of immense pleasure for me to write this message to be included in the
souvenir being published by the participants of 118" Advanced Course on
Administration and Development (ACAD). | believe that this souvenir will act as a

hub for their evergreen memories in BPATC, the apex training centre of Bangladesh
and facilitate them having pleasures of remembrance in future.

The role of mid-level officers, i.e. Deputy Secretaries and equivalents, is very
important in the overall business of the government. They are the key actors for
bringing positive changes in the social, cultural and economic sectors of the
country to keep pace with the changing global scenario. Accordingly, Advanced
Course on Administration and Development (ACAD) is designed for the Deputy
Secretaries to the government and equivalent level officers from Defense Services
and public sector departments to enhance their leadership skills and knowledge to
discharge their duties more effectively. Obviously this course will help them
understand the rudiments of particular service and enhance their capacity for
ensuring better public service delivery.

It is my firm belief that through 118" Advanced Course on Administration and
Development (ACAD), the participant have got the scope for reviewing and
assessing present methods, techniques and problems of public administration in
the context of socio-economic development of Bangladesh. | also believe that
diversified experiences through two month staying at BPATC would help
throughout their professional lives.

Finally, I would like to congratulate all the participants for their sincere effort and
engagement in this creative and aesthetic endeavor of publishing the souvenir

Remembrance in spite of their busy course works and hectic schedule.

My best wishes for every success of all the participants in their professional and
personal lives.

Dr. M Aslam Alam
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Course Adviser
118" ACAD
&
Member Directing Staff
Bangladesh pubhc Adm1mstrat10n Trammg Centre

Message

It's a great pleasure for me that the participants of 118"‘ Advance Course on
Administration and Development (ACAD) are publishing a souvenir to make their
sweet memories of their 10 December, 2017 - 07 February, 2018 - 60 days long
training course ever-memorable.

As the Course Advisor, | feel honored as the participants of this course are Deputy
Secretaries to the government or of equivalent position. Their functions are very
much related with the initial activities of formulation and implementation of the
government policies for development of the nation as a whole. Ultimately, the
curriculum of the course was designed and developed with the Perspective Plan,
Vision-2021, 7th Five Year Plan and SDCs-2030. More emphasis was given to
make the course more effective, interactive, participatory and practical through
exercise, workshops, individual and group assignments, group discussion,
development debate, recap session, appropriate field visit of GO, NGO, Private
and military establishments.

The participants engaged themselves during the whole course actively in spite of
so many limitations and huge tasks. So, | firmly believe that they succeeded to
realize the objectives of the course and they shall reflect the inner message of the
course into their actions in their professional lives.

| wish each of them success in every sphere of their lives with honesty and
integrity, and, of course, a good physique.

Ranjit Kumar Sen, ndc



Course Director
118" ACAD
&
Director
Bangladesh public Administration Training Centre

I am very glad to know that participants 118" ACAD Course are going to publish a
souvenir named “Remembrance” to cherish their memories of two month training

period. | appreciate their effort to preserve these memories in a form of souvenir
despite of rigorous schedule of the course.

Graduating from lower middle income country (LIC) to middle income country
(MIC) within 2021 is upcoming crucial challenge for our country. This needs
readiness in all sectors, but, foremost, it is essential for the public sector. Thus, it
creates the necessity of better grooming of the civil servants to embrace the
challenges ahead. 118™ ACAD Course has been designed and conducted to create
a pool of competent officials responsive to the aforesaid need of the country.

Finally, for this praiseworthy effort, I would like take the privilege to offer my
thanks and gratitude to the Souvenir Committee of 118" ACAD Course on behalf
of the Course management team of 118" ACAD Course.

I wish them every Success in their proferional and Personal life.

Tahsinur Rahman




President
Souvenir Committee
118" Advance Course on
Administration and Development

Editorial

As a president of souvenir committee let me take opportunity to letter to pen this

editorial of the publication of Remembrance. This is an immense effort put forward
by all participants of 118" ACAD Course of BPATC, Savar, Dhaka. All the members
of my committee spent lots of time in this matter. Otherwise it was not possible to
make this publication a fruitful one. The general objective of our course was to
develop leadership competencies of the mid level Govt. Officers. One day we
could remember this nice time and this Remembrance with all its contents- our
photographs, writings, activities will be the main thing of the reminiscence.
Undoubtedly everything we might forget but except the experiences shared by the
honourable speakers and this one.

We would like to to thanks our honourable Rector sir Dr. M Aslam Alam , Senior
Secretary, Course Adviser Mr. Ranjit Kumar Sen ndc, MDS, and Tahsinur Rahman,
Course Director and his team, faculty members of BPATC and all the staffs related
to our course.

For any criticism and mistake regarding this publication, please don't forget to
excuse us. It's the obligations and liabilities of souvenir committee but please take
it in your thoughts that we've tried our best.

Md. Azmul Haque



Our deepest Condolence to Mr. Jamil
Ahmed, DDLG, Gazipur who has lost his
beloved father Dr. Md. Abdul Latif,
a renowned lawyer and Ex-Principal of
Mymensingh Law College.



Dr. M Aslam Alam

Rector
Ranjit Kumar Sen ndc Tahsinur Rahman
Course Advisor Course Director
Md. Atikuzzaman Mohammad Rezaul Karim PhD
Course Coordinator Course Coordinator
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Batch
Designation
Posting Place

Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Feelings on Training :

>

Name : Kazi Nurun Nahar
1D : 6807
Cadre : Administration

: 20h

: Deputy Secretary
: Military Estate office (Central Circle),

Dhaka Cantonment

. Jessore

: BSS (Hon’s) MSS (Economics), MPH
2L (051 T

T AE

: Dr. Md. Khairuzzaman

: GoV't Service (Health Cadre)

: 01712 107485

. kazimonisha@gmail.com

: Hearing Music, Cooking, Writing, Travelling
D AR T (AT SO SN I G4

It's a scope to learn




Batch

Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Name : Dr. Md. Moniruzzaman
1D . 7838
Cadre : BCS (Agriculture)

: 201h

. Deputy Director (Deputy Secretary)
- National Freedom Fighter Council
: Tangail

: Ph.D in Soil Science

: Q197

z O+Ve

: Sharmin Sultana

. Asst. Teacher

: 01912 553070

. zafrinzamanmithila@gmail.com

: Travelling

. Touch in nature for reality

Feelings on Training : Smelling like FTC




Name : Nahid Sultana Mallik
D : 6739
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch : 20" BCS (Administration)

Designation . Deputy Secretary

Posting Place . Economic Relations Division

Home District : Netrokona

Academic Degree  : Master in Anthropology, Dhaka University
Master by research, Flindess University, Australia

Date of Birth : 28.04.1976

Blood Group T Al

Spouse Name : Md. Abdus Shami

Spouse Occupation : Business

Mobile Number : 01711 101766

E-mail Address : nahidshami@yahoo.com

Hobby . Singing, Travelling

Favorite Quotation : Know thyself
Feelings on Training : Refreshed and extending knowledge




Batch

Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation :
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation
Feelings on Training :

Name : Syeda Amina Fahmeen
D . 6707
Cadre : BCS (Admin)

. 20lh

: Deputy Secretary

: Economic Relations Division
: Moulvibazar

: MA.

: 08.10.1975

D N

: Ahmed Istiaque Mahmud

Branch Manager, Brac Bank

: 01715078677

. sa.fahmeen@gmail.com
: Watching good movies
. Life is beautiful

All the praises to Allah




Batch
Designation
Posting Place

Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth

Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

i Name : Dr. Srikanta Kumar Chanda

1D < 176l
Cadre : BCS General Education

< 13t
: Deputy Secretary
: Technical and Madrasah Education Division

Ministry of Education

. Narsingdi

: BA (Hons), MA, Ph.D

: 03 September, 1966

0 B+Ve

: BIPASHA ROY

: Teaching

: 01726075003

. chandasdr@gmail.com

: Music, Travelling and Games

;6 ST (AR WG CoE AT (ST T
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Name : Md. Abul Basher Siddique Akand
1D . 7780
Cadre : BCS General Education

Batch 2 138

Designation : Deputy Secretary
Posting Place : OSD MOPA

Home District . Faridpur

Academic Degree : MSS Political Science
Date of Birth : 25.02.1966

Blood Group : A

Spouse Name : Rokeya Khatun
Spouse Occupation : Government Service
Mobile Number ~ : 01711192491

E-mail Address : abs25021966@gmail.com
Hobby : Sports and traveling

Favorite Quotation : Know thyself
Feelings on Training : Feeling good




‘. - m' Name : Md. Hasan Maruf

1D : 6523
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch 2 g

Designation : Deputy Secretary

Posting Place : Economic Relations Division
Home District : ChapaiNawabgonj
Academic Degree : MAGD,M.A.

Date of Birth : 01-04-1973

Blood Group SNBYE

Spouse Name : Suraiya Zannat Chowdhury
Spouse Occupation : Housewife

Mobile Number  : 01715949333

E-mail Address : maruf8@gmail.com

Hobby : Reading books, Watching movies & Listening music

Favorite Quotation : A satisfied life is better then a successful life
Feelings on Training : Feeling refreshed as well as nostalgic




Name : Moslema Naznin

ID : 7876
Cadre : B.C.S (Information-General)
Batch : 13k
Designation . Deputy Secretary
Posting Place : Economic Relations Division (ERD).
Home District : Jhalakati
Academic Degree : MSc in Botany.
Date of Birth : 01-01-1970
Blood Group . (R
Spouse Name : Mr. Reza Ali Mahmood
Spouse Occupation : Private Service
Mobile Number ~ : 0171-5-175787
E-mail Address : nayan_msnz@yahoo.com
Hobby : Reading, swimming, listening, travelling

Favorite Quotation : This weariness forgive me oh my Lord
If ever on my way | do fall back.
Feelings on Training : Too much in a short time.
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Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation :
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Feelings on Training :

Name : Md. Jashim Uddin
ID . 7817

; Cadre : BCS (General Education)

;140

. Director (Administration and Finance)

. National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh
: Gazipur

: MBS (Management)

2 3121967

g O+V€‘

: Shahanaz Begum

BCS (Information)

: 01556 359077

: jashim311267@gmail.com
: Sports, Music

. Knowledge is Power

Very Much Enjoyable




Batch
Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Spouse Occupation :
: 0711-901130

. Alamkhorshed70@yahoo.com

: Music, Stage Drama, Tidbit

: 15 G A0S 513 A, W0 N0 50 B1E A |

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Feelings on Training :

Name : Md. Khorshed Alam

ID : 6712

Cadre : BCS Administration
. 20" Batch

. Chief Executive Officer (Deputy Secretary)
. Zila Parishad, Bogra

: Comilla

. B.Sc. (Hons.), M.Sc in Marine Sciences

: 03 September 1970

2 O+ve

. Farida Yasmin

Home Maker

So far so good.
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Batch
Designation

Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Name : Md. Azmul Haque
ID : 15266

Cadre : BCS Admin

22ml

. Deputy Secretary
: Magura DC Office
: Chuadanga

: MA

2 01111974

: X

: Mst. Selina Pervin

Spouse Occupation :
: 01712 126661
. haqueazmul1277@yahoo.com

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Home Maker

. Reading

: Work together for better future




Batch
Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree

Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Name : Kowser Nasrin
1D b
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

: 22

: Deputy Secretary

: Ministry of Public Administration

: Comilla

- LL.B. (Hons), LL.M. University of Dhaka,

Master in public policy & management (Australia)
Fellow in human rights based approach to development programing

: 100979

: O+ve

: Mohammed AbulKalam Azad
Spouse Occupation :
- 01715 016485

. nasrinnu@yahoo.com

. Reading

. “I'am happy; whatever | am”
Feelings on Training :

Executive Engineer at Roads and Highways Dept. (RHD)

Homely, Friendly, Sometimes a little bit lonely




Batch

Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Spouse Occupation :
: 01712103200

: Jamil6673 @gmail.com
1 sports

: C'est La Vie ("This is just the way life is.")

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Feelings on Training :

’aﬂ, '
‘,"?

Name : Jamil Ahmed
1D : 6673
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

- 0t

. Deputy Director Local Government
. Gazipur

: Mymensingh

: MSc

: 30-12-1973

: O+V(‘

: Shahnaj Pervin

House Wife

Good




Batch
Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Name : Md. Mofidur Rahman
1D : 6254

Cadre : BCS (Admin)
: 15

: Deputy Secretary

: Ministry of Public Administration
: Magura

: B.A (Honors), M.A, MSc

: 01 January 1969

. B+VE‘

. Kazi Salma Akter

Spouse Occupation :
: 01558067786

. mdmofidurrahman@gmail.com
: No hobby

. Knowledge is power

Feelings on Training :

Govt. Service

Not bad




Name : Md. Zahangir Alam
D s TS

Cadre : BCS (General Education )

Batch : 14" BCS

Designation : Deputy Secretary ( General Manager- BFFWT),

Posting Place : Bangladesh Freedom Fighters’ Welfare Trust
Ministry of Liberation War Affairs

Home District : Faridpur

Academic Degree : BA (Hons) MA

Date of Birth : 04.02.1966

Blood Group . ABTE

Spouse Name : Rebeka Alam

Spouse Occupation : House Wife

Mobile Number : 01711-703970

E-mail Address : zalam14bcs@gmail.com

Hobby . Travelling

Favorite Quotation : All well that ends well
Feelings on Training : The training is too possitive

b -\ T




Batch
Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Name : Syeda Meharun Nessa Kabir
D . 7818
Cadre : BCS (General Education)

;140

: Deputy Director (Deputy Secretary)

: Department of Disaster Management
: Munshigonj

: BSS (Hons) Economics, MSS (Economics)
: 30.06.1965

: B+ve

. N/A

o N/A

: 01714 216537

. smkabir30665@yahoo.com

. Reading Books, Travelling

: To love man is to love God

Feelings on Training : Learning through enjoying




Batch
Designation
Posting Place

Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation :
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation
Feelings on Training :

Name : Md. Abdur Rahman
1D . 7868
Cadre : BCS (General Education)

D140
: Deputy Secretary
: Bangladesh Competition Commission,

Ministry of Commerce, Dhaka

. Shariatpur

: BSS (Hons), MSS (Social Welfare), MEd
: 12 October, 1965

: B+V€

. Hafiza Majib

College Teacher

: 01819 119092

. bsrahman@gmail.com

: Travelling

: Man lives in deed, not in years.

| expect that the training course will refresh our
memory and enhance ability.
; '



Batch
Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Feelings on Training :

Name : Md Hafizur Rahman Chowdhury
1D : 6852

Cadre BCS (Admin)

: 20" BCS

: Deputy Secretary

: Health Service Division, MOH&FW

. Sylhet

: BSS (Hon), MSS (Economics), MPH (MCH)
: 02 October, 1973

: B-ve

: Fateha Shirin Chowdhury

Spouse Occupation :

House wife

: 01711 666496

. hrchowdhury123@gmail.com

: Reading & Gardening

: 1 am one, but I am not only one

| can’t do anything but | can do something
Very Nice




Name : Md. Alamgir Hossain

ID . 7855

Cadre : BCS (Economic)
Batch 5t
Designation . Deputy Secretary
Posting Place : Deputy Director, BIDA,

Prime Minister’s office, Dhaka
Home District . Patuakhali

Academic Degree : B.Sc (Hon) (Economics), M.Sc (Economics), MBA
Date of Birth : 01.03.1965

Blood Group  ABYE

Spouse Name : Shamima Nasrin
Spouse Occupation : House wife

Mobile Number  : 01712 926025

E-mail Address : malamhoss@gmail.com
Hobby : Watching Television

Favorite Quotation : “Honesty is the best policy”
Feelings on Training : Excellent

=

v




Name : Md. Abdul Wahed
1D : 6815
Cadre : BCS (Admin)

Batch : g

Designation : DDLG (Deputy Secretary)
Posting Place : Thakurgaon

Home District . Dinajpur

Academic Degree : MA

Date of Birth : 01 August

Blood Group : O

Spouse Name . AnjuWahed

Spouse Occupation : House Wife

Mobile Number ~ : 01718 613695

E-mail Address : wahed6815@gmail.com
Hobby : Watching Movie

Favorite Quotation : <& GTER A< N (O S0
Feelings on Training : ‘Seminar Paper’




Name : Md. Wahadur Rahman
1D : 6757
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Batch : 20" Batch
Designation : Deputy Secretary
Posting Place : Secondary & Higher Education Division, M/O Education
Home District : Rangpur

Academic Degree : M. Com (Marketing)
Date of Birth : 12-11-1975

Blood Group i

Spouse Name . Kishwar Jahan
Spouse Occupation : Teaching

Mobile Number ~ : 01712088891

E-mail Address . wahadur@gmail.com
Hobby . Playing any games

Favorite Quotation : (& SICET F X0 AT STl
Feelings on Training : Good




Batch

Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name
Spouse Occupation :
Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation
Feelings on Training :

Name : Mohammed Monsur Alam Khan
ID : 115315

Cadre : BCS (Administration)
: 22nr|

: Deputy Secretary

. Economic Relations Division, MoF
. Narsingdi

: PhD

: 01-11-1976

: O+ve

: Kohinoor Begum

House Wife

: 01820810571

: monsuralamkhan@gmail.com
: Laughing

: It's OK

[t's OK




Name : Md. Ershadul Haque
1D : 6498
Cadre : BCS Administration

Batch :18h

Designation : Deputy Secretary
Posting Place . Local Government Division
Home District : Kurigram

Academic Degree : B. Sc(Hons) M.sc, MBA
Date of Birth : 25th may

Blood Group ;MO

Spouse Name : Mrs Afrin Chowdhury
Spouse Occupation : House wife

Mobile Number ~ : 01711000860

E-mail Address . ershad1969@yahoo.com
Hobby : Travelling

Favorite Quotation : Do or Die.
Feelings on Training : Not bad

La
.‘x'




Batch

Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Spouse Occupation :
: 01711018912

: rahmanobaed@gmail.com

: Reading

: Every Pain gives a lesson and every lesson changes

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

< 15
: Deputy Registrar (Deputy Secretary)

. Department of Patent, Design and Trademark (DPDT)
: Magura

: MBA (DU)

: 22.08.1970

- O+v€

: Mousumi Rahman

Feelings on Training : Not Bad.

Name : Md. Obaidur Rahman
ID : 6278
Cadre : BCS (Administration)

Cth

House wife

a person.




Designation
Posting Place
Home District
Academic Degree
Date of Birth
Blood Group
Spouse Name

Mobile Number
E-mail Address
Hobby

Favorite Quotation

Name : Ataharul Kabir
1D . Roll No-125

: Wing Commander

: MIST, Mirpur Cantt

: Rangpur

: MA (Eng)

: 20 Jun 1967

4 v

. Squadron Leader Kawsara Parvin
Spouse Occupation :
: 01712033110

. ata_853@yahoo.com

. Reading

: “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask

Defence Service (Bangladesh Air Force)

what you can do for your country. John F. Kennedy

Feelings on Training : Amazing







Gl as a model for development
Md. Obaidur Rahman

1. Introduction

A geographical indication (GI) is a name or sign used on certain products
which corresponds to a specific geographical location or origin (e.g. a
town, region, or country). The use of a Gl may act as a certification that
the product possesses certain qualities, is made according to traditional
methods, or enjoys a certain reputation, due to its geographical origin.

Bangladesh is rich in flora and fauna, culture and traditional outfits. Its
flora and fauna, culture and traditional knowledge very often contribute
to manufacturing goods. According to WIPO National Report
(2013)-“Bangladesh has inherited IP system from the British regime. But
there was no law in action for protecting their geographically originated
or produced goods. So they could not registrar their famous and reputed
agricultural and manufactured products though they hold its geographical
origin.” Considering its valuable contribution made out natural and
artificial resources, finally the Geographical Indication of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act 2013 & rules 2015 have been passed
for protection of Gl goods.

2. Necessity of the Gl Registration System

Article 24.9 of the TRIPS Agreement categorically provides that : “There
shall be no obligation under this Agreement to protect geographical
Indications which are not or cease to be protected in their country of
origin, or which have fallen into disuse in that country.” So to invoke a
violation of the WTO TRIPS Agreement a member concerned must have
to first protect its Gl in a form or other. Alternatively any one may be a
free rider of a Gl if it is not legally protected in its country of origin or it
has become generic or otherwise “has ceased to be protected.” The
strongest protection of Gls is provided through registration for use, in
trade of names that indicate the origin of the product. If not protected, it
could be used without restriction and its value diminished and eventually
lost”. For this reason, it is imperative for Bangladesh to provide legal
means to register Gl for protection of Bangladesh potential Gl. Moreover,
the over expanding horizon of globalization is now affecting the pedigree
of traditional practices and indigenous lifestyles. Protection of traditional
Gl through registration is an inevitable mechanism to prevent bio-piracy
and similar unfair practices.

Al v g2 3
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Gl registration system in Bangladesh may hold economic benefit. In
addition, since most of these Gl goods or potential Gl goods have their
origin in rural areas, the increased sales of these goods as a result of
protection under the Gl Act has the potential to lead to enhanced income
to the producers’ communities and enhance to rural development. As a
developing country with a strong agricultural sector, artistry and
traditional knowledge, Gl law can be an extremely important public policy
tool for economic development and the livelihood of farmers and skilled
worked in the field.

3. Potential Gl in Bangladesh

Gls are not inventions with novelty, but recognitions at a point in time.
Developing countries, therefore, have the potential for a more equitable
distribution. Bangladesh is rich in flora and fauna, culture and traditional
outfits. Its flora and fauna, culture, and traditional knowledge very often
contribute to manufacturing goods. Tat sari of Tangail, Jamdani sari of
Narayangonj, Kancha Golla of Natore, Chom Chom of Porabari, Tangail,
Rosogolla of Jamtola, Jessore, Katan sari of Mirpur, Tiler Khaza of Kustia,
Hunny of Sundarban, Mango of Rajshahi, Lichi of Dinajpur, Doi(Yogurd) of
Bogra, Roso Malai of Comilla, Nakshi Khata of Faridpur, Hilsha of
Chandpur, Cuttery Vogue rice of Dinajpur are the potential Gl goods in
Bangladesh.

4. Gl and Bangladesh

Bangladesh has a considerable number of products/handicrafts which
can be registered under the said law. There is enough official evidence
to prove the above goods as products of Bangladesh. The TRIPS
agreement mandates a country to enjoy protection of Gl at the
international level only if it has Gl protection under its national
legislation. 'The Geographical Indication goods (Registration and
Protection) Act 2013' has been enacted paving the way for registering
distinctly unique products of the country.

Bangladesh has already registered Jamdani and Hilsha fish as GI . Other
some products such as Fazli Mango of Chapai, Lichi of Dinajpur,
kachagollah of Natore, Shotoronji of Rangpur, Banglamoti rice etc are in
the pipeline of regitration.

Gl will help Bangladeshi producers differentiate the uniqueness of
the products from similar competing products, establish brand and
goodwill of local products, fetch premium price for such products,
and increase sales/export by protecting reputation of the

products.



In this regard it is to be mentioned that passing of the Gl Act is
not enough to protect our traditional goods. More work and
background research needs to be done by Bangladeshi
producers/associations willing to register their products under Gl law.

5. Role of the Private Sector

Any person, product association or a government organization can apply
for a Gl registration. Necessary supportive documents, historical
accounts/evidence of origin of goods, detailed description of the product
(for instance, in the case of mango, regularity in bearing, shape, color,
size, taste, yield and resistance to disease and insects) including the
delimited area of production have to be attached/detailed with the
application.

It is the private sector entrepreneurs who have the knowledge, interest
and organizational ability to collect such information can help the
producers of a certain Gl product, for instance, Fazlee Aam
producers, may form a Gl managing group and gather all the required
information/specifications of the product through their Association.
They can take the help of experts/product specific research institutes
(such as Regional Horticulture Research Station (RHRS) at
Chapainawabganj for Mango)/ Bangladesh  Agriculture Research
Institute  (BARI)/universities in identifying product specifications of
mango for facilitation of Gl registration. Similarly, National Crafts Council
of Bangladesh can assist in claiming Gl for Jamdani/handicrafts. Similarly,
for other unique products like Hilsha fish of the Padma, Jamdani Sari,
Nakshi Kantha, Roshmalai of Comilla etc., the Associations will need to
take the lead role in collecting necessary information/evidence and
accomplish required formalities in order to claim Gl. These products will
get recognition as intellectual property once they are registered under Gl
Act. Registration of Bangladesh's unique products would help protect
our traditional items, create a genuine niche for development of
agro-food industries, build country branding and attract premium price .

6. The Economic Impact of Geographical Indications

The economic consequences for a developing country are difficult to
assess. The main economic benefit of geographical indications would be
to act as a quality mark which will play a part in enhancing export markets
and revenues. But increased protection, particularly applied
internationally, may adversely affect local enterprises which currently
exploit geographical indications that may become protected by another
party. Thus there will be losses to countries producing substitutes for
goods that become protected by geographical indications. A proliferation

(’.k\;# | ?'Vﬁ: ;



of geographical indications would tend to reduce their individual value.

It has also been suggested that geographical indications may be of
particular interest to a number of developing countries who might have,
or might be able to achieve, a comparative advantage in agricultural
products and processed foods and beverages. For these countries,
seeking and enforcing protection for geographical indications abroad may
have economic gains. However the costs involved in such actions,
especially enforcement, might be prohibitively high. In addition, prior to
seeking protection abroad, it is necessary both to develop and protect the
geographical indication in the country of origin. Resources may need to
be deployed to ensure that the required quality, reputation or other
characteristics of the product covered by the geographical indication are
developed and maintained. Effort will also be needed to ensure that the
geographical indication does not become an accepted generic term,
freely useable by all.

7. Economic Perspectives on Gls

Geographical indications are often lumped with trademarks among forms
of industrial property. The relationship is close, for both are marks or
expressions that guarantee the ultimate origin of a product. Thus, as a
first approximation the economic literature on trademarks should apply
with some force to the rationale for Gls.

The logic supporting registration of trademarks is that information is
costly to acquire and asymmetrically distributed between consumers and
producers. In the absence of legal means for excluding rivals from use of
a distinctive mark, firms could not readily signal to consumers the identity
of ultimate producers. As a result, the inability of consumers to assess the
true quality of products on offer would eliminate some transactions in
higher-quality goods, thereby reducing firm incentives to invest in quality.
Put differently, in the absence of trademarks consumers would have
higher search costs for finding quality of the desired level and, if they are
risk averse in the presence of uncertain information, would consume less.

Gls may be expected to have some pro-competitive and pro-
development features. Most importantly, they should induce firms within
regions to organize innovation and production methods to achieve
distinctiveness in flavor, color, design or some other characteristics.
These characteristics then become the basis for national and global
marketing that can increase rents per unit of product. It is evident that
firms in developed countries may have an advantage in meeting these
costs but if the profit potential is real it should be possible to organize
them in developing economies as well. For their part, global consumers



gain from lower search costs, greater choice and a deeper continuum of
quality.

8. Conclusion

Geographical Indications are generally traditional products, produced by
rural communities over generations that have gained a reputation on the
markets for their specific qualities.

The recognition and protection on the markets of the names of these
products allows the community of producers to invest in maintaining the
specific qualities of the product on which the reputation is built. It may
also allow them to invest together in promoting the reputation of the
product.

Observed rural development impacts of Geographical Indications are: - a
structuring of the supply chain around a common product reputation,
-increased and stabilized prices for the G| product, -added value
distributed through all the levels of the supply chain, - preservation of the
natural resources on which the product is based, - preservation of
traditions and traditional know-how, - linkages to tourism.
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© Sena Kalyan Sangstha
* ’lﬁ?‘ s 1 B ey Luxurious Apartment for Sale

DOHS Mirpur & Bashundhara R/A
7,9 & 14 Storied Building
* Srfes A wF et
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fafife «3 ez
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Apartment Size
+2310sft,+ 2160sft
+1600sft, + 1260sft
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Hotline : 01769-056472, 01769-056477
01769-056478
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Sena Kalyan Constructions & Developments Ltd.
Project Office : Plot 426-29 (1st Floor), Lakeside Avenue-4,Road-6, DOHS, Mirpur,
Head Office: Sena Kalyan Sangstha, RAOWA Complex (6th Floor), VIP Road, Mohakhali, Dhaka.







